MARCH - Inventing Project

Several of the marches mentioned in this unit are pipe tunes. The bagpipes
have a distinctive scale consisting of only nine notes (see also PIPES module):
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Try singing this scale, then play it on your instrument until you become
familiar with it.

Go into the Audio Files section for this module and listen to Farewell to the
Creeks. Listen for the G naturals (flattened 7ths) in the second part.

To make you own march tune think about the following:

Structure
decide whether you would like to write a 6/8, 4/4 or 2/4 march;
decide how many sections your march will have - 2 or 4, and remember to
repeat each section to give it the form of AABB or AABBCCDD;
remember that each part has 8 bars;
each phrase is usually 2 bars long:
try o use repetition of some bars of the melody within each part to
create a bagpipe-style tune;
think about the rhythms that make up the tune.

Rhythms
for a 6/8 march:
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for a 4/4 march:
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- for a 2/4 march:

Melody

A good starting point can be to experiment with combinations of rhythms,
first making them into phrases, before introducing any melodic ideas.
Choose the melodic material you will use - perhaps the 6 note scale of
Mairi*s Wedding, or the 9 note scale of the Highland bagpipes.

Sing or play over your ideas and work on the first part (part 1, or part A) of
your tune. Keep playing it and making changes until you are happy with it.
For the remaining part(s) try to include phrases from the first part. A good
place to do this is at the ends of some of the bars. Many Scottish tunes

include some repetition within each part, and these repeated motifs help to
give a particular tune its distinctive identity.

When your march tune is finished, write it down and record it; give it a title.

Accompaniment
Make an accompaniment for your tune by trying out one of the following:

a chordal accompaniment for keyboard;

a drone accompaniment played by one or more instruments (or voices);
a percussion- based accompaniment to emphasise the rhythms of your
march;

a song text.



