Literacy and English: Development and progression in reading

EARLY

Learners share their feelings and

ideas about texts which they enjoy. By
interacting with text in their environment,
learners recognise that print conveys
meaning. Through engagement with a
variety of texts and exploring how the
written word is organised and presented,
they develop their understanding of
concepts about print.

Learners are developing the ability to
hear and articulate sounds in words.

As they progress, they recognise the
relationship between sounds and letters,
and can use this knowledge to help
them decode. They are developing their
ability to read frequently used words and
are beginning to use their phonic, word
recognition and grammatical skills to help
them to cross-check with clues which
come from the context.

Learners use their knowledge of language
patterns to help them read with increasing
accuracy.

When engaging with texts, learners draw
on their prior knowledge and experience
to help them make meaning. They are
beginning to read familiar texts with
confidence.

SECOND

Learners comment briefly on texts which
they enjoy and give reasons for their personal
preferences. They are beginning to use

a range of reading strategies to improve
accuracy and make meaning.

They read an increasing number of words
accurately and automatically and are
developing a range of strategies to decode
unfamiliar, phonetically complex words.

With support, learners draw upon their
developing knowledge of punctuation,
grammar and context to read unfamiliar words,
phrases and sentences with accuracy and
understanding. Their vocabulary broadens as
they read a range of materials and they apply
their knowledge in a variety of contexts.

As they progress, learners identify the purpose
of the text, and make brief comments on the
writer’s use of language, structure and layout
to convey ideas. They make simple inferences
to help them read with understanding.

Learners read an increasing range of texts,
from a variety of different forms, with some
independence.

THIRD - FOURTH
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