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(n.b. 58.1% thought that there child was doing well in Q1.)

The table below shows the frequency of responses by gender and by age group in
percentages.

NOT DO WELL AVERAGE MAKE GOOD
PROGRESS
AGE | MALE | FEMALE | MALE | FEMALE | MALE | FEMALE
E— (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
4 0 - 0 - 100 -
5 0 0 0 0 100 100
6 0 0 0 0 100 100
7 0 0 0 0 100 100
) 0 0 50 0 50 100
9 0 0 11.1 0 88.9 100
10 0 0 0 20 100 80
11 0 0 0 25 100 80

Q13. Do you think the New Community School will increase your child’s future

chances?

The following table shows how parents responded to this question.

YES NO DON’T KNOW
(OR NO COMMENT GIVEN)

AGE | MALE FEMALE | MALE | FEMALE | MALE | FEMALE
- (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

4 100 - 0 - 0 -

5 50 57.1 0 28.6 50 143

6 100 83.3 0 0 0 16.7

7 33.3 100 16.7 0 50 0

) 50 77.8 50 111 0 111

9 55.6 50 111 25 33.3 25

10 55.6 80 444 10 0 10

11 100 75 0 25 0 0

To summarise:
e 49/86 parents (57%) think that the New Community School will increase their child’s

future chances.
(3/86 parents wrote ‘hopefully’ beside the ‘yes’ option on the questionnaire)

- 75.5% of parents of girls and 27.3% of parents of boys gave this response.
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e 14/86 parents (16.3%) answered that they didn’t think the NCS would increase their
child’s chances.
- 13.2% of parents of girls and 21.2% of parents of boys gave this response.
e 13/86 parents (15.1%) wrote ‘don’t know’ or did not respond to this question.
- 11.3% of parents of girls and 21.2% of parents of boys answered in this way.
e 7/86 parents (8.1%) don’t like coming into their child’s school.
- 5.7% of parents of girls and 12.1% of parents of boys gave this response.
e 20/86 parents (23.3%) gave an average response to this question.
- 22.6% of parents of girls and 24.2% of parents of boys gave this response.
e 57/86 parents (66.3%) reported that they feel very relaxed in school.

Q14. Do you feel quite at ease coming into your child’s school?
e 7/86 parents (8.1%) don’t like coming into their child’s school
e 20/86 parents (23.3%) gave an average response to this question
— 22.6% of parents of girls and 24.2% of parents of boys gave this response
— 57/86 (66.3%) reported that they feel very relaxed in school
- 69.8% of parents of girls and 60.6% of parents of boys gave this response.

The following table shows the frequency of responses by gender and by age group in
percentages.

DON'T LIKE AVERAGE VERY RELAXED IN
COMING IN SCHOOL
AGE | MALE FEMALE | MALE | FEMALE | MALE | FEMALE
— (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
4 0 - 0 - 100 -
5 0 0 50 143 50 85.7
6 33.3 0 0 33.3 66.7 50
7 16.7 0 0 222 83.3 778
) 0 0 50 0 50 100
9 11.1 12.5 33.3 375 55.6 50
10 11.1 20 33.3 30 55.6 50
11 0 0 0 25 100 75

*

- No response from a parent of a girl

Q15. How well do you see your own future going?

e 3/86 parents (3.5%) are not hopeful about their future.
- 3.8% of parents of girls and 3% of parents of boys gave this response.
e 20/86 parents (23.3%) gave an average response to this question.
- 22.6% of parents of girls and 24.2% of parents of boys gave this response.
e 60/86 parents (69.8%) are quite optimistic about their future.
- 69.8% of parents of girls and 60.6% of parents of boys gave this response.

The table overleaf shows the frequency of responses by gender and by age group in
percentages:
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NOT HOPEFUL AVERAGE QUITE OPTIMISTIC
AGE | MALE FEMALE | MALE | FEMALE | MALE | FEMALE
- (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
4 0 - 100 - 0 -
5 0 0 0 28.6 100 714
6 333 0 0 50 66.7 50
7 0 111 16.7 111 66.7 77.8
8- 0 0 50 111 50 77.8
9 0 0 444 25 55.6 75
10~ 0 10 111 20 88.9 60
11 0 0 0 25 100 75

* - No response from a parent of a girl

** - No response from a parent of a boy

Q.16 Have you been asked about any ideas you or your friends may have for the school?

e 40/86 parents (46.5%) stated that they have been asked for ideas for the school.
- 50.9% of parents of girls and 39.4% of parents of boys gave this response.
e 44/86 parents (51.2%) have not been asked for ideas by the school.
- 49.1% of parents of girls and 54.6% of parents of boys gave this response.

The next question follows on from question 16 and is as follows:

YES NO
AGE MAi.of\ FE:\(I)I/:G;LE M{Q\L\E FE:\(I)I/ﬁLE
4 0 - 100 -
5 50 57.1 50 52.9
6 333 33.3 66.7 66.7
7 333 55.6 50 444
8 50 66.7 50 33.3
g~ 33.3 375 55.6 62.5
10 55.6 60 444 40
11 0 25 100 75

** - No response from a parent of a boy

Q17. Please make any suggestions that you have.

The Appendix shows the responses given to this question. The main findings from

responses from 23 parents were:
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Over a quarter (7/23) of these suggestions related to activities at playtime and/or
playground resources, and better supervision in the playground.

A further 8 suggestions asked for activities outwith school hours (5), or for
before/after school care (3)

2 parents thought that there should be more activities for the lower school.

2 parents made suggestions about behaviour matters.

2 parents made suggestions about health matters with 1 reference to drug
education.

Other suggestions related to baby-sitters for adult classes and better

correspondence between school and home.

Q.18 Have you ever been asked to be on the School Board, - or any other group within the

school?

e 33/86 parents (38.4%) stated that they had been asked to be on the School Board.
- 34% of parents of girls and 45.6% of parents of boys gave this response.

e 51/86 parents (59.3%) have not been asked to be on the School Board.
- 64.2% of parents of girls and 51.6% of parents of boys gave this response.

YES NO
AGE MA:.OE\ FE:\(I’I/:G;LE M{Q‘L\E FE:\(I)I/ﬁLE
4 0 - 100 -
5 50 42.9 50 57.1
6 333 16.7 66.7 83.3
7 333 333 50 66.7
8- 0 333 100 55.6
9 66.7 375 33.3 62.5
10 444 40 55.6 60
11 0 25 100 75

* - No response from a parent of a girl

** - No response from a parent of a boy (parent stated ‘unsure’)

Q19. Do you think the children in school generally are keen to learn?

e 4/86 parents (4.7%) think that the children in the school are not keen to learn.
-5.7 % of parents of girls and 3% of parents of boys gave this response.
e 36/86 parents (41.9%) gave an average response to this question.
- 41.5% of parents of girls and 42.4% of parents of boys gave this response.
e 44/86 parents (51.2%) are quite optimistic about their future.
- 49.1% of parents of girls and 54.5% of parents of boys gave this response.
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The table below shows the frequency of responses by gender and by age group in

percentages.
NOT KEEN AVERAGE VERY KEEN
TO LEARN
AGE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE
— (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
4 0 - 0 - 100 -
5 0 14.3 50 571 50 28.6
6 33.3 16.7 50 33.3 66.7 50
7+ 0 0 50 0 50 88.9
8 0 0 50 33.3 50 66.7
9 0 0 22.2 62.5 77.8 37.5
10+ 0 10 66.7 50 33.3 30
11 0 0 100 75 0 25

*

and not any other children in school and another answered ‘Don’t Know’.)

Q20. Do you see yourself doing more learning? College or other courses?

e 28/86 parents (32.6%) state that they are not likely to do more learning.

- No response from a parent of a girl (1 parent stated that she could only answer for her own child

- 30.2% of parents of girls and 36.4% of parents of boys gave this response.
e 21/86 parents (24.4%) gave an average response to this question.
- 26.4% of parents of girls and 20% of parents of boys gave this response.
e 36/86 parents (41.9%) think that they might take a course.
- 43.4% of parents of girls and 39.4% of parents of boys gave this response.

The table overleaf shows the frequency of responses by gender and by age group in

percentages.
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NOT LIKELY AVERAGE | MIGHT TAKE
A COURSE
AGE |MALE FEMALE | MALE | FEMALE | MALE | FEMALE
— (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
0 - 100 - 0 -
50 0 0 28.6 50 714
100 16.7 0 333 0 50
. 333 55.6 16.7 11.1 33.3 33.3
0 22.2 50 33.3 50 44.4
22.2 25 33.3 25 44.4 50
333 40 11.1 30 55.5 30
100 50 0 25 0 25

** - No response from a parent of a boy

Q21. Do you take part in other groups in the area?

e 7/86 parents (8.1%) stated that they take part in other groups in the area.
9.4% of parents of girls and 6.1% of parents of boys gave this response.
e 79/86 parents (91.9%) do not take part in other groups in the area.

The next question follows on from question 21 and is as follows:

Q22. If so, what do you take part in?

- 90.6% of parents of girls and 93.9% of parents of boys gave this response.

YES NO
AGE MAkf‘ FE:\(I)I/:G;LE M;:;:.\E FE:\(I)I/ﬁLE

4 0 - 100 -

5 0 0 100 100
6 0 16.7 100 83.3
7 0 111 100 88.9
8 0 111 100 88.9
9 111 125 88.9 87.5
10 111 10 88.9 90

11 0 0 100 100

The Appendix 3v shows the various groups in the area that parents take part in.

Q23. Is there anything else you would like to be available locally?

The responses to this question are shown in the Appendix 3vi. The main findings are as

follows:

8 of the 26 responses received would like to see a youth club or after school groups for
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youngsters. Specific groups mentioned were computer courses, dance classes, a

homework scheme and swimming classes.

A further 3 responses wanted to see more outdoor activities and facilities (e.g. a

swingpark)

3 responses would like a new community centre run by the whole community.

2 parents would like after-school care to be more readily available.

1 parent would like easier access to other professionals.

Q24. Would you prefer it if you could see all professionals in school (health, social

worker, school psychologist, etc.), or are you quite happy to go to their usual offices?

e 53/86 parents (61.6%) would rather see all professionals in school.
- 60.4% of parents of girls and 63.6% of parents of boys gave this response.
e 13/86 parents (15.1%) would rather see professionals in their usual offices.
- 15.1% of parents of girls and 15.2% of parents of boys gave this response.
e 18/86 parents (20.9%) gave a ‘don’t know’ response to this question.
- 22.6% of parents of girls and 18.2% of parents of boys gave this response.

The following table shows the frequency of responses by gender and by age group in

percentages.
IN GO TO THEIR DON’T
SCHOOL OFFICES KNOW
AGE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE
— (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
4 100 - 0 - 0 -
5 100 42.9 0 28.6 0 28.6
6 100 66.7 0 16.7 0 16.7
7 50 55.6 16.7 22.2 33.3 22.2
8 50 77.9 0 0 0 22.2
9 44 4 62.5 22.2 25 33.3 12.5
10* 66.7 50 22.2 10 11.1 30
11 100 75 0 0 0 25

* - No response from a parent of a girl

** - No response from a parent of a boy

Q25. How do you think your child’s school (now that it is a New Community School)

compares with 2 years ago?

e 2/86 parents (2.3%) think that the school is worse than it was 2 years ago.

- 1 parents of a girl and 1 parent of a boy gave this response.
e 28/86 parents (32.6%) think that the school is the same as it was 2 years ago.
32.1% of parents of girls and 33.3% of parents of boys gave this response.

e 45/86 parents (52.3%) think the school is better than it was 2 years ago.
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- 50.9% of parents of girls and 54.5% of parents of boys gave this response.
e Finally, 12.8% of parents did not respond to this question.
- This is broken down into 15.1% of parents of girls and 9.1% of parents of boys.

The table shown below highlights the frequency of responses by gender and by age group in
percentages.

WORSE SAME BETTER DON’T KNOW /
NO RESPONSE
AGE Male | Female| Male |Female] Male | Female| Male | Female
4 0 - 0 - 100 - 0 -
5 0 0 0 0 100 57.1 0 42.9
6 0 0 66.7 66.7 0 33.3 33.3 0
7 0 0 50 22.2 33.3 55.6 16.7 22.2
8 0 0 0 11.1 100 88.9 0 0
9 0 0 33.3 62.5 66.7 25 0 12.5
10 11.1 10 33.3 50 44 4 40 111 0
11 0 0 0 0 100 50 0 50

The next question is a continuation of Q25 and is as follows:
Q26. Why do you think this is?

The responses to this question are shown in Appendix 7. There were 60 responses to this
question; 34 saying that the school is better; 17 saying it is the same; 2 saying it is worse
and 7 parents tell why they don’t know if it's any better.

The main reason for parents thinking the school is better is that there are more activities,in-
school, after school and during holidays (reported by 11/34 parents). Parents also say that
they feel more welcome and involved (i.e. there is always someone to talk to) (4/34).

Five parents claim that teacher/ pupil relations have improved therefore making the school
better. Other reasons given are that the school is cleaner; teaching is better; staff are
stricter and therefore behaviour is better (4/34); bullying has dropped; and that there is better
security and staff supervision (3/34).

Most of the reasons given for saying the school is the same is that the parents can’t see any
differences. Other reasons are that the parent is not at the school to see differences

or chooses not to get involved in school matters. Of the parents who say that the school is
worse, one of these responses relates to children not being happy and the other relates to
not enough time being spent on the curriculum. Those who did not know, generally gave
this response because their child had not been at the school long enough to make a

comparison.
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Q27. Anything else you would like to say about your child’s school or education?

Of the 16 responses for this question, thirteen (81.3%) are positive and only one is
negative.The remaining 2 responses are further suggestions for the school. The comments

are shown in full in Appendix 3uviii.
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Appendix 3i

Q5. What does your child take part in? (comments)

(nb information about gender and age of child referred to is shown in brackets)

“Attended Hunter Centre during holidays.” (girl; 5 years)

“She just started school but as soon as she can take part in activities, believe me she
will.” (girl; 5 years)

“Once S went to line dancing. She got bored after 20 minutes. All other activities are not
available for her age.” (girl; 5 years)

“‘None of these. | didn’t know there was any activities.” (girl; 5 years)

“Only line dancing applies for S‘'s age group. She attended once during the summer
holiday, but we were on other outings and she couldn’t attend.” (girl; 7 years)

“Don’t know” (boy, 7 years)
“I don’t know of any activities.” (girl; 7 years)

“Anything he can join in at — He tries everything.” (boy; 9 years)

132



Appendix 3ii
Q8. Any suggestions you want to make about the Personal Learning Plan?

e “Every month, knowing what they are going to be learning so you can help in a fun way
at home.” ( boy; 4 years)

o “l would like D to have one.” (girl; 5 years)

e “Some things K comes home with etc.[sic] homework, | find difficult because | done
things [sic] different when | was younger.” (girl; 6 years)

e “l would like D to have a Personal Learning Plan.” (girl; 7 years)

o “Don’t know what it is.” (girl; 8 years)
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Appendix 3iii

Q10. What do you think a New Community School is?

“Don’t know” (girl; 5 years)
“Involve parents in school running” (girl; 5 years)
“A school that does things that other schools don’t.” (girl; 5 years)

“A school that involves the community helping in the school and supporting teachers and
parents.” (girl; 5 years)

“‘Don’t know” (boy; 5 years)

“Where parents, staff and community workers can communicate freely with each other.”
(girl; 6 years)

“It's to help the children at school and at holidays.” (girl; 6 years)
“I thought that it is like after school care.” (girl; 6 years)
“Integrated services.” (boy; 6 years)

“Good.” (girl; 7 years)

“I think it is what it says, a school in which the community gets involved in it by helping
and supporting both teachers and pupils.” (girl; 7 years)

“A school with community involvement.” (girl; 7 years)

“Much better and a lot more things to do for the kids.” (girl; 7 years)

“Members of community and school working together.” (girl; 7 years)

“Not sure.” (boy; 7 years)

“A school which likes to involve parents with their children at school and keeping them
up-to-date with everything that’s happening within the whole school, not just your child’s
class or primary.” (boy; 7 years)

“Good.” (girl; 8 years)

“School involves parents more.” (girl; 8 years)

The school is helping the children and parents with lots of holiday activities and after
school activities.” (girl; 8 years)

“More help for the challenged children.” (girl; 8 years)

“Getting better every day.” (girl; 8 years)
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“I believe it helps to involve parents and others in the community to be more involved
within the school and also the activities which take place.” (boy; 8 years)

“A school which tries to cater for the whole community especially under privileged
children.” (girl; 9 years)

“A school where every pupil is given the same education and advantages together.” (girl;
9 years)

“It is a partnership of various agencies with the school as a base from which to build and
develop the pupils socially as well as including parents.” (girl; 9 years)

“Unsure.” (girl; 9 years)
“Making the school better for all.” (boy; 9 years)
“I think it is a good idea.” (boy; 9 years)

“Does a lot more activities etc. than ever before. A lot more goes on in Hillhead Primary
than other schools.” (boy; 9 years)

“Beneficial to whole community as well as pupils.” (boy; 9 years)

“Has been explained to me.” (boy; 9 years)

“Extra activities and more parental input in school.” (girl; 10 years)

“I think it is a good idea.” (girl; 10 years)

“Where other issues of life can be sorted in one building.” (girl; 10 years)

“Where parents and staff and community workers can communicate freely with each
other.” (girl; 10 years)

“Don’t know.” (girl; 10 years)

“New status to encourage the community to see the school more as a focal ‘social’
point.” (boy; 10 years)

“The school has brought in a lot of school activities and programmes outside school
hours which helps keep the children more interested.” (boy; 10 years)

“‘Don’t know.” (boy; 10 years)

“Involve parents in school running.” (boy; 10 years)

“A school that everyone including parents can have a say.” (boy; 10 years)
“Parents involved in school.” (girl; 11 years)

“More activities involving parents.” (girl; 11 years)

“A school involved with parents in mind.” (girl; 11 years)
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Appendix 3iv

Q17. Please make any suggestions that you have:

“I would like to se more activities geared towards P1-P4. | feel there are more activities
for the older age range.” (girl; 5 years)

“Give the kids more things to do at playtimes, etc.” (girl; 5 years)
“Before / After school care.” (boy; 5 years)
“l already did to the school.” (girl; 6 years)

“To have a disco about once a fortnight on a Friday. Also more games being played in
the playground.” (girl; 6 years)

“After school activities.” (girl; 6 years)

“Better supervision in playground / dinnertime / playtime. More to do at playtime.” (boy; 6
years)

“Have a nurse to check their hair.” (girl; 7 years)

“As a parent helper | have given many ideas while meeting with the home-link worker.”
(girl; 7 years)

“I think there should be more activities for children of all ages, not just P5-P7. There is
no art, computing, sport or other activity available for my 3 children in the school which is
a shame. | also think there should be more done on the likes of, school should inform
parents if a child is disrupting class or being disobedient. As a parent | would like to
know sooner rather than later.” (girl; 7 years)

“I’'m quite happy to help in any way | can although | don’t see any way to improve.” (boy;
7 years)

“If they are having adult sessions baby-sitting facilities should be available. More people
might come.” (boy; 7 years)

“More corespondance [sic] with parents regarding children’s work and social life at
school.” (girl; 8 years)

“Before / after school care.” (girl; 8 years)

“I believe that the playground should stimulate a child’s mind and encourage them to be
more active in their free time.” (boy; 8 years)

“Would like to see self defence classes for children, also some sort of drug awareness
education.” (girl; 9 years)

“Instead of trouble makers in the school being rewarded to stop them causing trouble

maybe the good and behaved children could be rewarded i.e. trips (but maybe this is too
much to ask for.” (girl; 9 years)
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“More things for the kids to play with at playtimes etc. Needs new gym windows as they
have been in for a good 35 years | know about.” (boy; 9 years)

“More to do for kids i.e. games and more computer skills.” (boy; 9 years)
“After school care. More after school clubs.” (girl; 10 years)

“If they are having adult sessions baby-sitting facilities should be available. More people
might come.” (boy; 10 years)

“| suggested sectioning off a part of the grass area, and making it into an assault course,
under teacher supervision of course. Most kids don't like ordinary P.T. | think they
would enjoy this, and also keep fit at the same time.” (boy; 10 years)

“Before / after school care.” (girl; 11 years)
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Appendix 3v

Q22. What other groups do you take part in?

“I don’t know about any. | am just new to this area.” (girl; 5 years)

“Open University course run by Adult Education.” (girl; 7 years)

“Young Arthritis Care — Kilmarnock Branch.” (girl; 7 years)

“I work a twilight shift, so find it difficult to take part in other groups.” (girl; 7 years)
“I don’t know of any.” (girl; 7 years)

“Young Arthritis Care — Kilmarnock Branch” (girl; 8 years)

“Youth clubs.” (girl; 9 years)

“Altonhill Residents Group; Altonhill Youth Club” (boy; 9 years)

“Adult Education- ie Open University courses run by the Council.” (girl; 10 years)

“Kilmarnock Academy P.T.A.” (boy; 10 years)
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Appendix 3vi

Q23. Is there anything else you would like to be available locally?

“More clubs and groups for children at all school ages 5-16 to keep them busy.
Something and somewhere to go plus keep them off the streets.” (boy; 4 years)

“A swing park, etc. for the kids in Longpark, or a play area, as there’s nowhere for kids to
play. That's why there’s so much violence about, and kids getting into trouble.” (girl; 5
years)

“Our local Community Centre got burned. It would be good to have this, but for the
whole community, not just a handful of people having the last say on what can go on in
it.” (qirl; 5 years)

“Not sure.” (girl; 5 years)

“More out of school activities within the area and available to children ages from 3
years.” (girl; 5 years)

“Computer courses.” (girl; 5 years)

“To have dance classes, also youth clubs.” (girl; 6 years)

“School after care and some kind of homework sceme [sic] for kids.” (girl; 6 years)
“Yes — Like a youth club for the younger children.” (girl; 6 years)

“I would like to see more youth clubs, after-school groups available for the children.” (girl;
7 years)

“More activities out of school for ages 3 up.” (girl 7 years)

“Most definitely a community centre as ours was burned out. But | think it should be that
everyone gets to use it, not just half a dozen people in the area to have a say in whether
you or anyone are allowed to use it. Have a youth club with adult supervisors that want
to help and encourage the youngsters. Not sit around, drink tea, swear and smoke.”
(girl; 7 years)

“No.” (boy; 7 years)

“After school groups.” (girl; 8 years)

“More local groups for the children of the area.” (boy; 8 years)

“No.” (boy; 8 years)

“More things for the children to do. More outdoor activities.” (girl; 9 years)

“No.” (girl; 9 years)

“Swimming lessons for younger children.” (girl; 9 years)
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“A community centre for kids to use.” (boy; 9 years)

“ A swing park in Longpark and somebody to look after it as there’s nowhere for kids to
play.” (boy; 9 years)

“School after care.” (girl; 10 years)

“Access to professionals [sic] that don’t have 4 bus trips to get to normally, i.e. social
workers, psychologist [sic] etc.” (girl; 10 years)

“No.” (girl; 10 years)
“No.” (boy; 10 years)

“Still getting to know the area and planning to move away.” (girl; 11 years)
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Appendix 3vii

Q26. Why do you think school is better, worse or the same than 2 years ago?

BETTER

“There’s been a lot of improvements but at the end of the day it's funds and every
teacher at the school would probably like all the best for their class but it's all down to
money.” (boy; 4 years)

“It makes parents feel more welcome and children will learn more.” (girl; 5 years)

“A lot more stricter and the school is a lot cleaner.” (girl; 5 years)

“More things to do.” (girl; 5 years)

“The school had an Easter programme that my kids enjoyed very much. There was a
summer programme but | felt it was for the older age range.” (girl; 5 years)

“| see an improvement in the children’s attitude and behaviour.” (boy; 5 years)
“There is always someone available to talk to should problems arise.” (girl; 6 years)

“Because | think now the teachers staff has [sic] more time for the children.” (girl; 6
years)

“Teachers seem more interested in the pupils with [??] themselves then outside.” (girl; 6
years)

“Learning seems to be made more fun to help keep the kids interested. Trips and
positive play in the playground helps the children to get on better.” (girl; 7 years)

“There is a dramatic drop in bullying. The children have more activities during playtime,
lunchtime etc. More outside professionals are getting involved and taking notice in the
children’s needs.” (girl; 7 years)

“More security and more staff outside with kids.” (girl; 7 years)

“Because the children had a great Easter programme. They had lots of fun. They didn’t
have much to do in the summer. | felt it was geared towards older children which isn’t
really fair.” (girl; 7 years)

“Teachers are making the children more involved.” (girl; 8 years)

“Learning made fun which keeps kids interested. Trips and more things to do at
playtimes helps kids get on better with each other.” (girl; 8 years)

“More security and more staff outside with kids.” (girl; 8 years)
“Parents more involved in decisions.” (girl; 8 years)

“Teachers and pupils have a better relationship and children more at ease.” (girl; 8
years)
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o “More things to do.” (girl; 8 years)

e “More interaction with kids.” (girl; 8 years)

e “The children have activities during the Easter Break and the long, long summer
holidays, which is a great help to parents who can’t afford to take their child on

expensive foreign holidays or even day trips.” (boy; 8 years)

e “There is much more activities for the children, more inter school activities. Also P6
children learning French, etc.” (girl; 9 years)

o “A enjoys most of the extra activities.” (boy; 9 years)

e “He is learning maths and other things a lot quicker now. The school has a lot more to
offer children now.” (boy; 9 years)

e They are [sic] a lot more to do.” (boy; 9 years)
e “More money to spend.” (boy; 9 years)
o “There seems to be a bit more time for each kid.” (boy; 9 years)

e “Because they are a lot stricter than ever before. The kids also wear a uniform and are a
lot neater, fae [sic] Mrs Roan took over.” (boy; 9 years)

e There is always someone available to talk to should problems arise.” (girl; 10 years)

o “More diversity.” (boy; 10 years)

e “Higher profile, more parental involvement.” (boy; 10 years)

e “The children have more to do after school with all the activities. Also the summer
programme keeps them active during school holidays, which keeps them off the streets
and out of trouble.” (boy; 10 years)

o “Many more interests within the school.” (girl; 11 years)

e “Children’s attitudes and behaviour are improving.” (girl; 11 years)

o ‘| think security is very good and the school is looking very good.” (boy; 11 years)

SAME

e “More activities. Also doing things at holidays.” (girl; 6 years)
“l think it's the same but also a bit better now that it has turned to a New Community
School. Also less bullying now.” (boy; 6 years)

e “Because | don’t see any changes.” (boy; 6 years)

o “Don'’t see any difference.” (girl; 7 years)

o “There is more activity going on.” (boy; 7 years)
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o ‘| feel I'm personally never at the school unless parent’s night so | don’t know what’s
going on.” (boy; 7 years)

¢ “Nothing changed.” (boy; 7 years)

o “Because my daughter hasn’t done anything new, | mean joined clubs or taken part in
any outdoor activities. | realise this is our choice though.” (girl; 9 years)

o “Possibly as it is a New Community School, lessons has [sic] to be learned by teachers /
social workers as well as pupils.” (girl; 9 years)

o “Adid not lack in social skills and her work has always been of a good standard.
Therefore personally | do not see the comparison.” (girl; 9 years)

e “lI don’t think it's up and running to its full potential yet.” (boy; 9 years)

o “D has only been at the school for 10 months.” (girl; 10 years)

e “lI don’t think there have been any changes which can actually be seen.” (girl; 10 years)

o ‘|t seems to be just the same.” (girl; 10 years)

e “Years ago Hillhead was looked on as a school for problem children — Not anymore.
There have been a number of placements requests and the Hillhead has a good
reputation.” (girl; 10 years)

e “There is more activity and social things going on.” (boy; 10 years)

¢ “Nothing much has changed.” (boy; 10 years)

WORSE

e “School children in general are unhappy.” (girl; 10 years)

¢ “Not enough time spent on reading, writing and sums.” (boy; 10 years)

DON’T KNOW / NO RESPONSE

e “Child wasn’t at school then.” (girl; 5 years)

e “Haven't been at the school for 2 years.” (girl; 5 years)

e ‘I don’t now [sic] because we live here in Kilmarnock just 10 month! (boy; 6 years)
¢ “Khas only attended the school for 1 and a half years.” (boy; 7 years)

e “Haven’t been there 2 years.” (boy; 10 years)

e “Not been there 2 years.” (girl; 11 years)

o “Don’t know. Only been here since Christmas.” (girl; 11 years)
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Appendix 3viii

Q27. Anything else you would like to say about your child’s school or education?

Positive Responses

‘I am glad that the kids are wearing uniforms and | hope it stays that way.” (girl; 5 years)
“School seems to be doing well in difficult area.” (girl; 5 years)
“..parents can participate more now than 2 years ago.” (boy; 6 years)

‘I am happy with the progress the school is making but would like to see more sports

teams like the school had before, when teachers did not have as much to do at home
and found time to run teams who competed with other schools in the area, i.e. netball,
badmington [sic], etc.” (girl; 7 years)

“l think the children are a lot smarter with uniforms. It should stay that way.” (girl; 7
years)

‘I moved K to this school 1 and a half years ago and his education has definately [sic]
improved compared to his last school, even down to how much homework he gets. | am
very pleased with the school. Keep up the good work!” (boy; 7 years)

“Becoming much better than before.” (girl; 8 years)
“It is much improved. Keep it up.” (girl; 8 years)

“I am quite happy with my child’s education and have every faith in Hillhead and its staff.”
(girl; 9 years)

“The best school out now. But its still got a bad name about it because it was a rough
school a few years ago. But people should realise that it's a good and changed school
now.” (boy; 9 years)

“Programmes which are run during the holidays is a great way to keep the children
occupied and out of trouble. Words can’t express how valuable these people are, past
and present.” (girl;10 years)

“Doing a good job in a hard area.” (boy; 10 years)

“Doing a good job in hard area.” (girl; 11 years)

Negative Responses

“Too much bullying.” (girl; 11 years)

Suggestions

“I think it would be better for the younger children, parents were told at the end of each
month and what they’d be studying the following month, and how there progress was so
at home you could help your child with wish ever skill where the difficulty lies as a child in
P1-P3 maybe don'’t realise they have problems. [sic]’ (boy; 4 years)
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o ‘| would like the teachers to explain to the parents how to work out some of the
homework. | found some of it quite complicated and I’'m an adult.” (girl; 7 years)
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Appendix 4 PDP - NCS List of participants

David Clark

East Ayrshire Psychological Service
Woodstock Centre

Woodstock Street

KILMARNOCK

KA1 2BE

tel: 01563 555640

email: dclark90@hotmail.com

Jeanne McHugh

Maryhill Psychological Services
c/o St Gregory’s School
Glenfinnan Drive

GLASGOW

G20 8HF

tel: 0141 946 0655

fax: 0141 946 0934

Shirley Boyle

Psychological Service
Langgarth

Viewforth

STIRLING

FK8 2HA

tel: 01786 442530

fax: 01786 442946

email: boylesh@stirling.gov.uk

Alison Smith

Scottish Borders Council HQ
Newton St Boswells

MELROSE

TD6 0SA

tel: 01835 825244

fax: 01835 825091

email: Asmith2@scotborders.gov.uk

Gill Emmanuel

Renfrewshire Psychological Service
Carbrook Street

PAISLEY

PA1 1INW

tel: 0141 887 7821

fax: 0141 849 1825

email: gill_emmanuel@hotmail.com

Liz Christmas
Psychological Service
5 Saddell Road
GLASGOW

G157JS

tel: 0141 944 8513
fax: 0141 944 9679

Bob Leadbetter
Education Office
Elgin Hostel
PORTREE

Isle of Skye

IV51 9EE

tel: 01478 613967
fax: 01478 613698

Alistair Hewitt

West Lothian Psychological Service
Cedarbank Centre

Cedarbank

Ladywell

LIVINGSTON

tel: 01506 775800

fax: 01506 775805

email: alistairhewitt@westlothion.org.uk

Elizabeth King

Psychological Service

Station Road

BLANTYRE

G72

tel: 01698 710568

fax: 01698 712511
email:elizabeth.king@Southlanarkshire.gov.uk

Matthew Musset

Dover Lodge

FRASERBURGH

Aberdeenshire

AB43 9LS

tel: 01346 515303

fax: 01345 512377
email:fraserburghpsych.er@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Mark Wilson

Psychological Service

Platthorn Drive

EAST KILBRIDE

G74 1NL

tel: 01355 236984

fax:01355 276598

email: mark.wilson@Southlanarkshire.gov.uk

Julie McPherson

Psychological Service

North Ayrshire Council

5 Montgomerie Crescent
SALTCOATS

KA21 5BX

tel: 01294 463495

fax: 01294 470060

email: julieb4@yerton.junglelink.co.uk

Cyril Hellier

Education and Children Services
Pullar House

PERTH

PH1 5GD

tel: 01738 476326

fax: 01738 476210

email: cyril_hellier@medc.org.uk
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