Access 2 – Social Subjects/Deciding

The

Home Front
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Introduction

This unit of work relates to the following Access 2 cluster and unit:

CLUSTER C079 08 Social Subjects (Access 2)

UNIT D526 08 Deciding (Access 2)

Further information relating to the following aspects of this unit:

· core skills

· arrangements/context advice

· NABs

· learning outcomes

can be found by looking at the SQA internet site (www.sqa.org.uk) or using the CD-ROM entitled “National assessment Bank Support Materials Access 2”.

How did the Second World War Start?
During the late 1930s, Germany was ruled by Adolf Hitler and the Nazis. Hitler wanted to rule Europe. In 1938 his army marched into Austria. In 1939 his army marched into Czechoslovakia. Then they marched into Poland.

The governments in France and Britain were angry about this and they told Hitler he must move his army out of Poland. He refused to do this. So on 3 September 1939 Britain and France declared war on Germany and The Second World War began.

Look at the map of Europe on the next page and colour it in as follows.
1. Colour France and Britain red.

2. Colour Austria, Poland and Czechoslovakia blue. (Remember that Czechoslovakia is now the Czech Republic and Slovakia.)

Europe in 1939
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The Home Front
During the war there were no land battles in Britain but many of the big cities were bombed. Although there was no fighting in Britain everyone had to play their part in the war effort so that Britain was able to win the war in the end.

In this unit you are going to think about the different things that people living in Britain during the Second World War had to put up with. You will have to answer questions, draw pictures, write stories, watch videos, complete time charts and find out information from books in the library.

Once you have completed all the worksheets you will have to think about the changes that took place during the war years and how these affected the people of Britain.

Here are the topics we are going to cover:
· Homes in Britain

· Rationing and Food Supply

· Women at War

· Children at War

· Evacuation

· Life in the Country

· Keeping Cheerful

· Civilian Services

Homes in Britain
During the war everything people needed for their everyday life was in short supply. Often when things got broken there were no items in the shop to replace them. Even such simple things as alarm clocks were in short supply. This meant that people’s homes became increasingly shabby.

If you wanted to buy furniture you had to have a furniture-buying permit and there were only selected shops where it could be purchased. Designs were simple and not very attractive so people tried to repair old furniture rather than buying something new.

You are now going to go to the library and look for pictures of the following:

· furniture that could be bought during the Second World War
· the inside of homes during the war years.

Once you have found these draw two of the pictures in the boxes below.
	
	
	


Now that you have collected together the pictures you will complete a collage of a wartime house. Your teacher will give you detailed instructions. Remember to use the pictures to give you ideas.

Rationing and Food Supply
During the war Britain had a real problem providing food for everyone in the country. Britain is an island and lots of food is brought in by sea. This was not easy during the war because German U-boats (submarines) and German fighter planes would attack the ships bringing in the food, blow them up and sink them.

This meant many foods were in short supply. Many of these foods were items we would eat every day such as flour, meat and sugar.

Exercise one
Think about what you ate yesterday and complete the table below.

	Meals
	Food eaten

	Breakfast

	

	Lunch

	

	Tea

	

	Supper

	


Unfortunately such a range of foods wasn’t available during the war. This meant the government had to take action by rationing food. This meant only a small amount of food was given to each person per week. You had to use a ration book to get your supply of food.
A ration book contained coupons that a shopkeeper cut out when an item was purchased to make sure that no one could buy more than their share. Butter, meat and fresh eggs were some of the first foods to be rationed. In their place people were encouraged to use margarine, corned beef and dried egg powder.

The table below shows the weekly ration of food for one person in 1941, two years after the war started.

	Foods
	Quantity

	Cheese
	1 ounce/28 grams

	Butter
	4 ounces/112 grams

	Tea
	2 ounces/56 grams

	Sugar
	12 ounces/336 grams

	Milk
	3 pints

	Dried Egg
	1 packet

	Meat
	1 shilling 2 pence/£2 worth


Exercise two
Look carefully at the list of foods above and think about the kinds of things you could make using these ingredients. You may wish to look at some recipe books for ideas. Make a list of your ideas below:

Choose one of the recipes and write it in the box below:

	


With the help of your teacher measure out the items you will need from the ration list. Make sure you use the amounts from 1941 and not the ones in the recipe book.

Once you have completed the task take a photograph of your food and place it in the space below once it is developed.

	


It must have been very hard to make interesting and exciting meals when the variety of foods available was so limited.

On the next page we are going to see how the Smith family coped with the rationing of food.

The Smith Family – A Family in Wartime
	William Smith (Father)
· 55 years old and too old to be a soldier

· Railway engine driver

· Lives with his wife Alice in London
	

	
	Alice Smith (Mother)

· 54 years old

· Housewife

· Struggling to feed her family because of rationing

	Nellie Smith (Daughter)
· 28 years old

· Works in a bakery
	

	
	Eva Smith (Daughter)

· 18 years old

· works in a factory making seats for Lancaster bombers

· works for the Women’s Voluntary Service (WVS) in the evening

· Drives mobile canteen providing tea and sandwiches for rescue workers

	John Smith (Son)
· 10 years old

· Evacuated to Wokingham in 1939 with his school friends
	


The Smith Family Home – 69 Priory Grove
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Mrs Smith Goes Shopping
Mrs Smith keeps the ration books for all the family. She goes every week to the shops where the family are registered to get their rations. All the shops are local shops so she doesn’t have to walk too far to collect the food. Unfortunately she often has to queue outside the shops and going shopping takes up a good deal of her time.
Each shopkeeper only received enough rationed goods for the people registered with them. This meant you always had to go to the same shops.

In the pictures below we see the items Mrs Smith buys when doing her weekly shopping. Beside each picture write down the type of shop she is in and what she is buying. There are two boxes of words to help you with this.
	Butcher
Grocer
Dairy

	
	2 pints of milk
4 ounces of bacon
4 ounces of butter
2 ounces of cheese
4 ounces of margarine
2 ounces of lard
8 ounces of sugar
8 ounces of jam
2 ounces of tea
1 egg
3 ounces of sweets
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It must have been very boring for Mrs Smith going to the same shops every week and buying the same items. On the next sheet you are going to complete a story about shopping during the Second World War.

You may want to use the information on the previous sheets to help you.

My Shopping Day
Below is the outline of a story but there are gaps missing. You must fill in the gaps with your own ideas. Write it in your jotter. Once your story has been corrected by the teacher you should use the word processor to make your final copy.
My name is ___________ __________ and I live in ___________.

The war has had a dramatic effect on my life. I can no longer go to the shops and buy whatever I want to buy; I must now use my __________ book to get my weekly shopping.

With my ration book I can buy a limited number of items. I can buy

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Today I am going out to do my weekly shopping. I hate going because ______________________________________________
and there are no interesting shops to look around. I must remember to take my ____________ ____________ with me or I won’t be able to get anything.

The first shop I go to is the _______. I stand in the queue with Mrs ________ and we talk about the war. She tells me ____________

_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________.
When I finally get to the front of the queue Mr ________ is ready to serve me. I buy from him ________________________________
_____________________________________________________
The next shop I go to is the ____________. This time there is no queue and I am served right away by Mrs ___________. She takes the coupons out of my ____________ __________ and gives me the items I have asked for.

The last shop I go to is the ___________. I already have two bags of messages to carry so I’ll be glad to get out of here, walk home and have a nice cup of tea. I put ___________________________
_____________________________ and ___________ in my bag and head home.
Women at War
One group of people in Britain whose lives were changed by the war was women. Before the war women usually stayed at home and looked after their families. Very few married women worked at all.

Huge numbers of men were ordered by the government to leave their families and serve in the armed forces against Germany. They went to be soldiers in the army, sailors in the navy and airmen in the RAF. This meant that the jobs they had left still had to be done. The only people left to fill these jobs were women. So women went out to work – many for the first time.

The Women’s Land Army
One of the most important industries in Britain was farming.
1. Write down three reasons why you think farming was so important.

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
The Women’s Land Army was formed in 1939. They wanted thousands of volunteers to take the place of male farmworkers. More than 100 000 women became ‘Land Girls’.

2. Make a list of the jobs you think the women would have carried out on the farm.

	On the Farm



Industries
There were other industries that were important for different reasons. These are listed in the table below.
1. For each of the industries write down the reasons why it was important for the war effort that women went to work in these industries.

	Industries
	Importance To War Effort

	Ship building
	

	Shipyard workers
	

	Factory workers
	

	Assembling shells/ammunition
	

	Railway workers
	


3. As the war went on many more women were needed to do work in the community. In 1943 the government decided to conscript (call up) all available women between the ages of 18 and 50. Only women with young children were excused from working.

Now make a list of the jobs you think the women would have carried out in the community.

	Community



Women fighting for the nation
Many women joined the war effort by joining the emergency services.

1. Write down on the lines below the three emergency services we might phone 999 to call out.

2. During the war these services were still very important. In the table below write down the reasons why they would be important.

	Emergency Service
	Reasons for its Importance

	Ambulance service
	

	Fire service
	

	Police
	


3. There were also other jobs women did during the war which weren’t needed after the war. These are listed in the table below.

Now you must go to the library with your teacher and find out what each of these jobs involved. Write your answers in the table provided.

	Emergency Services Job
	What the Job Involved

	ARP Warden
	

	First Aid Nurse
	

	Mobile Canteen Worker
	


Women at War Collage
As a group you are now going to create a collage showing the many different jobs women did during the war.

1. With your teacher decide which jobs each person is going to work on.

2. Using as many different materials as you have available create your collage of the jobs you have chosen.

3. Cut out your individual pictures.

4. Place the pictures on a large piece of paper and decide whether a background is needed.

Children at War
Wartime was very confusing and frightening for many young children, particularly for children living in big cities such as London, Liverpool, Birmingham and Manchester.

1. With your teacher think about reasons why children living in cities would have been frightened during the war.

Write your answers in the circle below.

[image: image10]
2. There were also some advantages to living in a big city during the war.
With your teacher, look at the table below. Write down as many advantages as you can think of for each of the events listed.

	
	Advantages

	Finding crashed aeroplanes
	

	Finding shells/cartridges
	

	Air raids
	

	Gathering scrap metal
	

	Meeting soldiers/sailors from different countries
	


My Exciting Day
Below is the outline of a story but there are gaps missing. You must fill in the gaps with your own ideas. Write it in your jotter. Once your story has been corrected by your teacher, you should use the word processor to make your final copy.

My name is John Smith and I live in ________________. There have been a lot of people ___________ here by falling __________, aeroplanes that have ____________ and rubble falling off of _________.Sometimes it is very ___________ when the bombs are falling but there are some advantages to living in the city.

Last Monday was a very exciting day for me. There had been an air ____________ all night so we didn’t have to go to school until the _____________. This meant I had the whole morning to look for war souvenirs with my friend ____________. We really wanted to find a ____________. We didn’t know where we would find it so we took our bikes with us. This meant we could go __________ and search in ___________ places.

As we cycled round the streets we saw _____________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
It looked like lots of people had been killed during the night.

On one street corner we met an American soldier. He wanted to know ________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

___________. We gave him directions and even offered to go with him but he thought he would be able to find his own way. He was looking for his girlfriend. It made me ___________ to think he might not find her.

In the next street we were in luck. At the end of the street we saw _____________________. It was exactly what we had been looking for. Unfortunately there were two _____________ guarding it. How would we get it? We made a plan.
My friend ____________ suggested we _____________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. I agreed. We put the plan into action.

As we moved up the street _______________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
The plan had worked. We cycled home feeling very pleased with ourselves and pleased to have added this ______________ to our collection of war souvenirs. Mum and dad wouldn’t have been pleased if they had found out. They thought living in the city was far too dangerous for me.
Evacuation
Many children were evacuated during the Second World War. This meant they were sent from the cities to live in the country. Parents knew the cities were far more likely to be bombed than the countryside and they wanted their children to be as safe as possible.

Children and parents had no idea where they would be sent when they were evacuated. The children travelled on trains and buses to different parts of the country. Often whole schools were evacuated together and the school would be set up again in the country. A ‘Billeting Officer’ would meet the children when they arrived and take them to the family they were to stay with.

It was a very frightening experience for many of the children. They missed their families and often didn’t get on with the people they had gone to live with. Many of them had never been to the country before and they found the whole experience very frightening. Often they had to do chores on the farms where they went to live and they didn’t enjoy this at all. Sometimes they were treated badly and poorly fed. This made them very miserable.

1. In the box below write down as many reasons you can think of why the children would have been frightened when they went to live in the country.

	Reasons Why They Were Frightened



2. In the box below is the story of John Smith’s evacuation. Read it very carefully then answer the questions underneath. Write your answers in your jotter.

	I had to get up very early to be at the bus station by 8 o’clock. My mum woke me at 6 o’clock and I got up right away. My dad would soon be leaving for his work and I wanted to see him before he left. He didn’t say much but he looked very sad. He checked I had my gas mask next to my suitcase and then he left. I wondered when I might see him again.
At half past seven it was time for mum and I to walk to the bus station. Mum carried my suitcase and I walked next to her carrying my gas mask. Although I am ten years old and too old to hold her hand, I couldn’t help myself. I grabbed her hand tightly and we walked in silence towards the bus station.
When we arrived there were hundreds of children waiting to be evacuated. My whole school was there. The noise was incredible. We had to find Mr Jones my teacher and tell him we had arrived. This wasn’t easy. We squeezed through the crowds and finally spotted him.

He was able to direct us to the bus that would take me away from London and my family. It was a green bus, tall and gleaming. My friend Sam was standing beside the bus with his mum. We headed straight for them. I felt much better when I saw Sam but our mums looked as if they might cry any minute. It was the first time I had ever been away from my family and I wasn’t looking forward to it. A whistle suddenly sounded above the noise and we realised it was time to go. My mum hugged me so tightly I thought I wouldn’t be able to breathe then a hand grabbed me and directed me towards into the bus. I caught a last glimpse of my mum’s face and then I was in the bus. I couldn’t see Sam at first then I heard his voice shouting my name. He was at the front of the bus. I barged past the other children and sat down beside him. We didn’t say much but it was nice to be sitting beside a friend.
The bus pulled slowly out of the station and headed out of London. We passed houses, factories and shops. Many had been hit by bombs and ruined buildings seemed to be everywhere. As we left the ruined buildings behind us we began to see green fields, small villages and farm animals standing in fields grazing. It was very different to what I was used to. The children who had been crying suddenly stopped. Many of them couldn’t believe what they were seeing. Some had never seen the countryside before.
Several hours later we arrived in Fordham, the village we would all be living in. We were taken into the village hall and given a drink of milk. It was very quiet in the hall. We didn’t know what would happen to us now. No one wanted to talk. A large, friendly lady appeared on the stage. She spoke quietly to us and we had to listen very carefully to her instructions. Children began to disappear out of the hall when their name was called. Sam was one of the first to leave. I suddenly felt like crying. Now I felt all alone. “John Smith.” My name. I got out of my seat and carried my small suitcase out of the hall. Waiting at the door were an old couple. They were smiling at me. “This is Mr and Mrs Partridge. You are going to be staying with them. Off you go now.” I didn’t see the person speaking to me at all, I was too busy looking at these people who would be looking after me.
“Come on then John, let’s get back to the farm.” A farm! How I wished my mum was there.


Now answer the questions

1. Why did John have to get up so early?
2. How was he going to travel to his new home?
3. How does John’s dad feel about his son leaving?
4. Why do you think he holds his mum’s hand when they are walking to the bus station?
5. What does he carry with him when he leaves?
6. Who do they look for when they arrive at the bus station?
7. Write two sentences describing what it was like at the bus station.

8. Who does John sit beside on the bus?
9. How do you think John felt when he left his mum?
10. What are the children surprised to see when they leave the city?
11. Where are the children taken when they arrive in Fordham?
12. Who do you think the lady is on the stage telling them where to go?

13. What are the people called who are taking John?

14. Where is he going to live?
My Evacuation Story
Now you are going to write your own evacuation story.

· Imagine you are living in Dundee during the Second World War.

· A bomb has landed and you are going to be evacuated.

· You are leaving your family for the first time.

· You travel by bus to a small village called Kirrie.

· What will happen to you?
You are given the first few sentences of your story in the box below. Copy these into your jotter then continue the story yourself.


[image: image11]
Once you have finished make sure your teacher sees your work to correct it.
Now use the word processor to make your final copy.

Life in the Country
City children found life in the country very strange and there were many stories about children who did not know that apples grew on trees or that milk came from cows. Evacuees from poor families often did not have enough clothes, some were very dirty, and some had head lice, which upset the foster parents very much. Many children wet their beds because they were frightened being in a strange place, and got into trouble with their foster parents, who thought they had dirty habits. But many evacuees were simply homesick because they missed their families.

When parents found out their children were unhappy and weren’t settling in their new home, they sent for them and the children returned to the city even although it was dangerous.

The government tried to convince people not to send for their children.

Here is an example of one of the posters the government put out encouraging parents to send their children to the country.
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Look at it carefully and answer the questions below in your jotter.

1. Who is standing behind the mother?
_________________________
2. Why would this poster frighten parents into evacuating their children?
Life in the Country
We are now going to find out how the children who were evacuated felt.

A. In the boxes below two children are speaking about their experiences of evacuation. Read the information carefully and answer the questions that follow. Write your answers in your jotter.


[image: image12]

[image: image13]
1. Where was Jonathan Jones taken when he got off the bus?

2. How many of the boys were left?
3. Jonathan felt the lady who took him didn’t want to take anyone. Why do you think she might have felt like this? Write down as many reasons as you can think of.

4. How would Jonathan have felt about going with the lady?
5. Was Sally the only girl who went back home?
6. Why did Sally’s parents decide to take her back to London?
7. Why would it have been dangerous to return to London?
B. Now you are going to design your own poster encouraging parents to send their children to the country from the cities.
You must decide on the picture you are going to use and the slogan to go with it. It must be different from the one on the previous page.

Complete your poster below. Once your teacher has looked at it transfer it to a large sheet of paper and colour it in.
	


Keeping Cheerful
There are many reasons why it was hard to be cheerful during the Second World War.

1. In your class discuss the reasons why it was hard to be cheerful and write these in the circle below.
Here are some words to help you with your ideas:

	army
	fighting
	worry
	money

	
	
	
	

	rationing
	bombs
	danger



[image: image14]
2. We have plenty of entertainment nowadays. There are many places we can go to be entertained and there are also things in our homes which entertain us.

Complete the table below, writing in the different forms of entertainment in your home and in the community.
	Home Entertainment
	Community Entertainment

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3. Now you are going to investigate what people had for entertainment during the Second World War. Follow the instructions below.
· Visit the school library.

· Look for books about the Second World War.

· Look for the pages about entertainment.

· Working with a partner write down information that will help you complete your assignment. (Use the next page and your jotter to gather this information together.)

· Trace/photocopy pictures that might help you illustrate your information.

· Take your information back to the classroom and complete your assignment.
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Entertainment Assignment
Now you have gathered together your information you are going to complete the following assignment.

Follow the instructions carefully.

1. Collect three pieces of paper, size A3.

2. Using stencils write the heading ‘Home Entertainment’ at the top of the first sheet.

3. Using stencils write the heading ‘Cinema’ at the top of the second sheet.

4. Using stencils write the heading ‘Theatre’ at the top of the third sheet.

5. On each sheet you must have the following:

· 4 articles explaining the different forms of entertainment in each category

· 4 pictures illustrating the things you have been writing about the names of the people working in the group.
6. Display your sheets on the wall of your classroom.

Civilian Services

During the war many people joined the ‘Civil Defence’ force. These people helped the war effort in Britain by doing lots of different jobs.

1. The table below has a list of the jobs carried out by the ‘Civil Defence’ force. In the box beside each job write down the duties that would have to be carried out by this person.

You may want to go to the library for extra information.

	Civil Defence Job
	Duties

	Air Raid Warden

	

	Mobile First Aid Post

	

	Auxiliary Fire Service

	

	Fire Watching

	

	Heavy Rescue Service

	

	Home Guard

	

	Women’s Voluntary Service

	


Making a Decision – Assignment
You have now been working on ‘The Home Front’ for a number of weeks and have investigated different areas of life at that time. We have thought about what it would have been like for people living at that time.

Now you Have to Make a Decision
You must follow the instructions below carefully and make up your own mind about life at that time.

1. Now you have to make a decision.
What would it have been like during the war?
Would you have liked living then?
What difficulties would you have faced?
What things would have made you sad?
What things would you have worried about?
2. Answer the questions in the boxes provided. Remember to write down what you think. There is not a wrong answer.

· What would you have liked about life during the war and what would you have disliked?
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· What would have made you sad and worried during the war?
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· What would you have enjoyed during the war?

[image: image20]
· What kind of work would you have wanted to do during the war and why?

[image: image21]
Now you are going to write an essay about what you have decided. You will use your ideas to help you.

Using the next page you are going to complete your final essay. Use the outline to write your essay in your jotter.

Once your teacher has seen your essay, use the word processor to make your final copy.

Making a Decision – Essay Outline
Here is the outline for your essay. You must write down the highlighted words and follow the instructions in the brackets.
If I had been alive during the Second World War, the things I would have liked about it were …  …  …  …  … (Now write eight sentences about the things you would have liked.)

There were also things I wouldn’t have liked. They were …  …  …  …  …  … .. (Now write eight sentences about the things you wouldn’t have liked.)

There were many things to make you sad and worried at that time. They were …  …  …  …  …  … (Now write eight sentences explaining what would have made you sad and worried had you been alive at that time.)

Life was very different at that time. There were many new and different experiences. Some of these would have been joyful or exciting. (Now write eight sentences describing what these things were.)

Some men and women went off to war to fight for their country. Many others did jobs at home that were important to the war effort. I would have liked to work as a …  …  …  …  … . because …  …  …  …  … . (Now write eight sentences explaining why you would have wanted to do this job.)
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It is very cold when I wake up. My mum tells me it is time to get up. I get washed and dressed then go downstairs. I feel very sad. My mum has made my favourite breakfast of …





�





We got off the bus and went into a big hall. People were coming and taking boys and I didn’t know where they went to … there were two of us left at the end, and the lady had to be pressed to take one extra. I don’t think she really wanted either of us. I was scared I would be stuck here forever.





Jonathan Jones, aged 11





I was there for about six months. Mum and dad visited me sometimes. They saw I was homesick and decided I should go back to London with them. I felt so happy. A lot of the girls from my school were homesick and they have come home again.





Sally Beattie, aged 14
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