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Introduction

What am I going to find out about?
(
Defeating the English
(
The Battle of Bannockburn
(
After Bannockburn
(
Victory for Bruce
Topic 1: Defeating the English
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There were English soldiers in many of the important Scottish castles. Robert Bruce would have to capture them if he wanted to rule Scotland.

However, he did not have the men or the equipment to attack these castles.

Besides, besieging a castle could take months. While they were waiting, besiegers would be easy targets for an attack.

So Robert Bruce had to use tricks and surprise attacks to capture castles.

When he captured a castle, Bruce usually ruined it. He did not have enough men to defend the castle and, if he left it undefended, the English would move back into it! 

Activities

1.
Why did Robert Bruce need to capture the important castles in Scotland?
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2.
Why was Robert Bruce not able to attack these castles in the usual way?
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3.
Why did Bruce knock down the castles he captured? 
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1(a): Examples of Bruce using the surprise tactic
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(a)
Perth
One night in January, he surprised the English in Perth by wading across the River Tay. The water was chest deep and icy cold so nobody expected an attack!

(b)
Linlithgow
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Bruce’s men surprised the English in Linlithgow by blocking the gatehouse with a haycart.

This kept the castle open for the rest of Bruce’s men to run in and capture it.

(c)
Roxburgh

At Roxburgh, Bruce’s men used rope ladders to climb the castle walls and catch the garrison by surprise.

(d)
Edinburgh
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At Edinburgh they climbed up the Castle rock. 

The English did not think this was possible, so they left nobody to guard it.

Bruce’s men were able to capture the gatehouse and to let in the rest of his men.

These tricks did not always work. 

Berwick – a surprise attack that failed

When Bruce’s men were creeping up on Berwick Castle, a dog barked and the noise wakened the English soldiers. The Scots had to abandon the attack. It took them another five years to capture the castle!

Activities

1.
How did Robert Bruce capture the castles listed below? 

Roxburgh

Linlithgow
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Edinburgh

Source A was written by an Englishman at the time. It describes how the Scots attacked Roxburgh Castle.

Source A

On 28 February, the Scots cunningly entered and captured the castle. They knocked the whole of that beautiful castle down to the ground because they had no men to defend it. They did this to stop the English lording it over the land by controlling the castles.

2.
Describe two things that happened at Roxburgh Castle.

(
(
3.
Give two reasons why the Scots knocked down Roxburgh Castle.

(
(
4.
Give two reasons why Source A is useful evidence about what the Scots did to castles held by English soldiers.

(
(
1(b): The Siege of Stirling Castle

Robert Bruce left his brother, Edward, to capture Stirling Castle. Edward Bruce besieged the castle, but he knew that it would take many months to capture it.

The English governor of the castle then offered to surrender the castle if an English army did not reach it by Midsummer’s Day 1314. Edward Bruce thought this was a good offer, so he accepted it. He wanted to go and fight somewhere else.

Robert Bruce was furious when he heard about the agreement. It meant that an English army was bound to come to Scotland and he would have to fight a battle. Robert Bruce did not want a battle because he knew that the English had more men and better equipment than the Scots. 

Robert Bruce began to make careful plans!

Activities
1.
Why did Edward Bruce make an agreement with the Governor of Stirling Castle?

(
(

2.
Why was Robert Bruce angry about this agreement? 

(
(
Topic 2: The Battle of Bannockburn, 1314

Edward II brought an army of about 20,000 men to Scotland. He had a lot of knights who had lots of experience in battle. They had better weapons than the Scots and better equipment. Edward II expected to win easily!

Robert Bruce had a few knights and only 5,500 men. About 2,000 farmers and peasants also joined his army. They were called ‘the small folk’. 

Activities

1.
How many men did Edward II bring with him to Scotland? 

2.
How many men did Robert Bruce have? 

3.
How many knights did Edward II have?

4.
How many knights did Robert Bruce have? 

5.
Find one other advantage that Edward II had over Robert Bruce.

6.
Look at your answers to questions 1–5.

Who do you think should have won the battle?


Give three reasons for your decision.

(

(

(

2(a): Bruce’s plan

Bruce had to think carefully about where he fought Edward II. He had to find a battlefield which would suit his army and make things difficult for Edward II’s army.

Bruce placed his army on a woody hill which sloped towards marshy ground near the River Forth. His army blocked the main road to Stirling Castle.

The trees would stop the English knights charging at his men. They would also make it difficult for the English bowmen to fire arrows at the Scots.

King Edward’s soldiers would find the marshy ground at the bottom of the hill very difficult to cross. Their armour was heavy and it would make them sink in the mud!

Robert Bruce had pits dug in front of the Scottish army. These pits were covered with twigs and moss so King Edward’s men would not notice them until it was too late. When they charged at the Scots, the pits would make some English trip and fall. The rest of the attackers would fall over them. In that way, the English would not even reach the Scots!

Activities

1.
Find two reasons why Robert Bruce placed his army on a woody hill.

(
(
2.
Find two reasons why Robert Bruce placed his army near marshy ground.

(
(
3.
Find two reasons why Robert Bruce got his men to dig pits in front of his army. 

(
(
4.
Write a sentence to explain what caused Robert Bruce to do all of these things.

5.
What did Robert Bruce hope would be the consequence of doing all of these things?


2(b): The day before the battle

When the English arrived, Robert Bruce was speaking to his soldiers. He was not wearing his proper armour and he was riding a pony instead of his proper war horse.

An English knight, Sir Henry de Bohun, decided to attack Bruce. At first, Bruce did not notice him. Just in time, he looked round and saw the Englishman only a few yards away! 

Bruce’s horse took a step to the side. The Englishman missed him, but as he went past, Bruce hit him with his battle-axe and killed him!

This encouraged the Scots!


While this was happening, some Englishmen tried to slip round the hill to attack the Scots from behind. 

Sir Thomas Randolph led a schiltron to block this attack. There was some furious fighting but the English could not break the schiltron and they had to turn back.

This also encouraged the Scots.

They began to think they could win!

Activities
1.
Write down two things which happened to make the Scots to think they could win.

(
(

2(c): Battle preparation

This map shows where the battle of Bannockburn was fought. 

It shows where Robert Bruce killed de Bohun (1) and where Sir Thomas Randolph used his schiltron to beat the English (2)


B = Bruce
K = Keith
EB = Edward Bruce

D = Douglas
R = Randolph
E = Edward II

It also shows that the English army then left the main road and crossed the Bannockburn to camp between the Pelstream Burn and the Bannockburn. 

These two burns (streams) were very shallow but they had very steep sides. King Edward thought that they were like ditches which would keep his army safe. 

He did not realise that the streams filled up with water when the tide came in. In fact, King Edward had led his army into a trap!

Only a small number of English would be able to fight because the army was trapped between the two burns.

Robert Bruce decided that this gave him a good chance of winning. If he pushed the English army back, the soldiers would fall into the burns and drown!

Activities

1.
Why did King Edward lead his army into the area between the two burns?


2.
What was the consequence for King Edward’s army? 


3.
Why was Robert Bruce pleased to see King Edward lead his men into the area between the two burns?


4.
What did Robert Bruce hope would be the consequence for his army?


5.
Write down two reasons why King Edward’s decision to move his army between the burns was important for the battle.

(
(
2(d): The Battle of Bannockburn


SF = Small Folk
K = Keith
B = Bruce
D = Douglas
R = Randolph
EB = Edward Bruce

E = King Edward II

1.
(a)
Bruce divided his army into four schiltrons and they moved forward towards the English. They looked like a huge hedge!


(b)
The English knights charged at these schiltrons, but they were unable to break through.

2.
(a)
Some English bowmen, who did not wear armour, crossed the Pelstream  Burn to fire arrows at the Scots. 


(b)
Sir Robert Keith led 500 Scottish knights against these bowmen and chased them away.

3.
It looked as if the Scots were winning, but they were beginning to get tired.

4.
(a)
Just then the ‘small folk’ (2,000 farmers and peasants) charged towards the battlefield. 


(b)
The English thought this was a fresh Scottish army. They began to panic and to run away.


5.
(a)
King Edward was led from the battlefield. He went to Stirling Castle but the Governor would not let him in. He was going to surrender the castle to the Scots.


(b)
King Edward then raced to the coast where he escaped from Scotland by boat.  

6.
(a)
The rest of King Edward’s army tried to escape. Many were killed or drowned as they tried to run away. Others were captured and made to pay for their freedom.


(b)
Robert Bruce exchanged some prisoners for his wife and other Scots who were in prison in England. 

Bruce had won a great victory! 

Activities

1.
Describe what happened at the Battle of Bannockburn.

To answer this question you should complete the passage below some of the words provided in the box below.
Bruce divided his army into four __________ and they advanced towards the English.

The English __________ charged at the Scots but they were unable to break through. The Scots pushed them back.

Some English __________ crossed the ____________ to try to get behind the Scots but they were all chased away. 

The Scots continued to push the English back but they began to get tired. Just then the ______________ charged down to join the battle. The English began to __________ and to run away. 

King Edward tried to hide in __________ Castle, but he was not allowed in. He had to escape by __________.

Robert Bruce won a great victory at __________.

bowmen
Scone
panic
schiltrons
Bannockburn
boat
knights
spearmen

Pelstream
small folk
supporters
Stirling

Topic 3: After Bannockburn

After Bannockburn, Edward II would not admit that Robert Bruce was King of Scots.

Robert Bruce tried to make him change his mind.

His soldiers attacked the north of England and destroyed much of the countryside. They burned the houses, killed the animals and destroyed the crops. Some English people paid Robert Bruce money to make him go away!

Edward II still would not change his mind!

Robert Bruce sent his brother Edward Bruce to attack Edward’s supporters in Ireland.  The war lasted a few years but Edward II still would not change his mind!

Robert Bruce then sent a letter to the Pope and asked him to help. This letter is called the ‘Declaration of Arbroath’. It was written in 1320. 

In the Declaration of Arbroath the Scots said that:

(
Scotland had always been an independent country and not part of England

(
Edward I had used force to try to take it over

(
Robert Bruce had rescued the Scots 

(
Robert Bruce should be king because he came from the Scottish royal family

(
The Scots wanted Robert Bruce as their king.

Edward II still did not change his mind!

Activities

1.
Write down three things Robert Bruce did to try to make Edward II agree he was King of Scots.

(
(
(
Topic 4: Victory for Robert Bruce
In 1327 King Edward II was murdered. His young son became King Edward III. Because he was too young to rule, Edward III’s mother, Queen Isabella, ruled England for him. She decided to make peace with Robert Bruce.

The Treaty of Edinburgh, 1328
The Peace treaty was agreed in 1328.  In the Treaty of Edinburgh the English agreed:
(
Robert Bruce was King of Scots

(
to return all the government papers and Stone of Destiny to Scotland

(
to marry the sister of King Edward III to Robert Bruce’s son.

After more than 30 years of fighting, Scotland and England were at peace!

Activities

1.
What happened to King Edward II?


2.
Who became the next ruler of England?


3.
Who ruled the country for him?


4.
Where was the peace treaty between Scotland and England finally agreed?


5.
What was the most important point in the peace treaty?


Final activities

Now you have finished the course, you need to decide if the events you have been studying were important.

1.
What would life be like today if Edward I had defeated the Scots?


Would there be Scotland and England? 


Would Scotland still have its own laws? 


Would there be Scottish banknotes? 


Would there be a Scottish football team? 


Write down some other differences you can think of.


2.
How has the life of Robert Bruce affected your life today?


Would there still be a Scotland? 



3.
Are there any other important people or events in this topic who you think have affected the way you live today? Write them down and write down why you think they are important. Here are some examples to start with.


Bishop Wishart  


the ‘small folk’
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