MUSICWORKS 

CREATIVE EXERCISE

NEWS FUGUES inspired by the
FINALE from FALSTAFF by Giuseppe Verdi

· This can be carried out as a whole-class activity or in groups.

· Students will need the associated handout and a pencil.

· You will need to provide a source text. A newspaper article is ideal or perhaps a printout from the web (great material for this activity can be found at www.news.bbc.co.uk).

Summary

The finale of Verdi’s opera Falstaff is a glorious and complex vocal fugue.
This creative exercise will enable your students to explore the principal concepts of fugue in an easy and fun way. They will use their voices to make a simple vocal fugue, but rather than singing, they will rap their text instead. They will create their own lyrics using a newspaper article.

The key musical concepts explored in this activity are FUGUE SUBJECT, COUNTER SUBJECT and ACCOMPANIMENT.
N.B. If your students are fairly confident and outgoing then this activity will work really well in small groups of six. Alternatively, you can carry out this exercise as a whole-class activity. 


Writing a Fugue 
1. 
Select a news article from a newspaper or from the web to inspire your work.

2.
Using the associated worksheet, write four short sentences to summarise the article. Each sentence should be four beats long. Write the sentences in the beatboxes on the worksheet. 


Try clicking a pulse and saying the sentences on top. Aim to speak as rhythmically as possible.


Here is an example. The text was taken from a news article about the World Cup final. 

Beats

	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	
	
	

	Italy has


	won the
	World
	Cup.

	Beating


	France in a
	penalty
	shoot out.

	Fabio
	Grosso
	scored the winning
	penalty, the

	last time they
	won was in
	nineteen eighty-
	two.


Don’t worry too much about creating beautifully crafted sentences.

The words are used purely for their percussive sound and rhythmical qualities.

The four sentences will function as the FUGUE SUBJECT.
3.
Now create some text to function as the COUNTER SUBJECT. Fill in the relevant beatboxes on the worksheet. 


Aim to create four lines of text, but this time don’t worry so much about making complete sentences. 

It is absolutely fine to use single words or short phrases. Likewise, empty boxes are also allowed. However, the text must continue on the same topic as the FUGUE SUBJECT.

Beats

	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	
	
	

	World Cup


	champions
	four times
	over,

	only Braz-


	-il have
	won it
	more.

	FIVE
	THREE
	
	

	PENALTY
	
	
	ITALY.




4.
Finally, in the last four lines of the worksheet, fill in some random words taken for the article. Leave plenty of gaps; you only need to fill a few boxes. The words don’t have to make sense here.

	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Referee
	

	Zidane
	OFF
	
	

	
	
	Spot kick
	

	GOAL
	
	
	GOAL


This will act as an extension to the COUNTER SUBJECT.
Check up 

Before proceeding, check that the students have created:

· 4 lines of FUGUE SUBJECT
· 4 lines of COUNTER SUBJECT
· a 4 line extension to the COUNTER SUBJECT

Performing a News Fugue 
1.
Split the class (or divide each of the groups) into four. 

2.
Invite the students to say the rap in parts, staggering the entries. Each entry should begin as the previous person finishes the fourth line of text (at the end of the FUGUE SUBJECT).

The students will perform the following structure:


3.
Once the students are confident with the structure above, there is one final challenge. At present, each student stops after they have said the counter subject extension. 

Normally in a fugue, the voices would continue after the counter subject. Challenge the students to continue their vocal fugue. 

Students do not have to write down this section, it can be quite spontaneous – like a vocal improvisation. They could even introduce some body percussion if they wish.

4.
The piece should end up with everyone improvising at the same time. Finally, invite the students to find a dramatic ending to their fugue.
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