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Introduction

These notes are designed to supplement the PowerPoint presentations and student workbooks which support ‘Using Mathematics in Everyday Situations 1, 2 and 3’ in Access 2 Mathematics.

Alongside each PowerPoint presentation is a student workbook that should be completed by students as each PowerPoint progresses. 

For every slide that requires the students to answer with a written response, the heading of the slide is displayed in large font in their workbook.   

The PowerPoint presentations can be delivered as a whole class activity with the students completing their work as a group, or alternatively could be used by individuals or small groups if ICT access allows. Be aware that a greater level of literacy is required for some slides, which could determine the most suitable approach to learning for some students.

The following is a suggestion as to how to approach learning and teaching in areas of each of the six PowerPoint presentations.

Money 1

Slide 14: Calculating change
Students may find it easiest to calculate change by counting forward. Encourage students to put the starting number (6 in this slide) ‘in their head’ and to count forward from this point to 10 using a prop to keep a running count if necessary. This may require repeated examples. 

Slide 16: Calculating change

Progression to counting forward in 10s in the same manner as units. Again props could be used initially to keep a running count or a 100 number square could also assist the development of this skill.

Money 2

Due to the nature of the topic, this presentation has a great deal of text. Whole-class discussion or strategically planned paired work will support effective learning for all students. 

Slides 13 and 14: Shopping

These slides require an understanding that very often we buy quantities of items from shops. It can be difficult for students to understand that if you want 8 of an item, but the price is given for 4 (eg yoghurts) the student must multiply by 2 (or add) to get the cost of 8. It may be most effective to demonstrate this with a visit to a shop or by using groceries in the classroom. 
Slide 17: Budgeting grid 1

Discussing with the students their completed budgeting grids will help to consolidate understanding of why budgeting is an important aspect of modern life.
Time 1

Using the students’ own timetable will ensure the skills being developed are seen to be relevant to their everyday lives.

Slide 22

Emphasise the two sides of the clock, past and to. It is important to ensure at this stage that students understand that ‘to’ means before and ‘past’ means after. Ensure students are comfortable counting forward in 5s.
Slides 36–40

Students need to be confident reading analogue time before attempting these exercises. Use the analogue clock on the slide to see how the time would look in analogue. With plenty of practice, this will hopefully not be necessary.
Time 2

Slide 3: The 24–hour clock

This is in the student workbook and when completed by the student can be used as a reference for changing between 12- and 24-hour time.
Slide 7: Time intervals

When calculating time intervals in hours, emphasise the importance of counting forward. Use the same technique of counting forward as previously described in the Money 1 presentation, calculating change.
Time intervals: clocks

Students should be familiar with number of minutes in an hour and should recognise that, for example, 70 minutes is longer than an hour.
Time intervals: days and weeks

Students should be aware that the date they are starting from is week 0.

Measurement

These slides should be complemented by measuring and weighing physical objects, and finding and producing volume with water and jugs. There are also opportunities for cross-curricular experiences to exemplify the relevance of these skills for everyday living, for example weighing and measuring in home economics.

Graphs

The graphs, charts and tables that need to be completed by the students are in the student workbook. It is important to use information that is of interest to the students for discussing graphs and charts. It is also useful to exemplify the relevance of graphs and charts by showing examples that students will be familiar with using. Students could be encouraged to produce their own graphs and tables on a particular interest and gather information from their year group.

Curriculum for Excellence

‘The purpose of the Curriculum for Excellence is to improve the learning, attainment and achievement of children and young people in Scotland… and to acquire the full range of skills and abilities to growing, living and working in the contemporary world’

Effective contributors

	with:

· an enterprising attitude 

· resilience 

· self-reliance

and able to:

· communicate in different ways and in different settings 

· work in partnership and in teams 

· take the initiative and lead 

· apply critical thinking in new contexts 

· create and develop 

· solve problems.
	Work in partnership and in teams: Some of the exercises involve pair/group/class work: these can be adapted to the teaching situation.

Create and develop: Learners should be encouraged to relate problems to real life and to their own interests.

Solve problems: Learners will be encouraged to problem solve.


Responsible citizens

	with:

· respect for others 

· commitment to participate responsibly in political, economic, social and cultural life

and able to:

· develop knowledge and understanding of the world and Scotland's place in it 

· understand different beliefs and cultures 

· make informed choices and decisions 

· evaluate environmental, scientific and technological issues 

· develop informed, ethical views of complex issues.
	Learners will learn about responsible attitudes towards money, borrowing and budgeting, and different types of income.

They will be able to make informed choices and decisions with regards to finance.


Confident individuals

	with:

· self-respect 

· a sense of physical, mental and emotional well-being 

· secure values and beliefs 

· ambition

and able to:

· relate to others and manage themselves 

· pursue a healthy and active lifestyle 

· be self-aware 

· develop and communicate their own beliefs and view of the world 

· live as independently as they can 

· assess risk and make informed decisions 

· achieve success in different areas of activity.
	This course aims to develop learners’ confidence with a sound basis in basic time, money and measurement.

This will help learners to live independently with these skills.

The course encourages a healthy and active lifestyle with references to food, exercise, etc. 




Successful learners

	with:

· enthusiasm and motivation for learning 

· determination to reach high standards of achievement 

· openness to new thinking and ideas

and able to:

· use literacy, communication and numeracy skills 

· use technology for learning 

· think creatively and independently 

· learn independently and as part of a group 

· make reasoned evaluations 

· link and apply different kinds of learning in new situations.
	Learners have the opportunity to use ICT in completing this resource.

Extensive numeracy skills and literacy skills are used and developed.

Group discussion is encouraged to help develop learners’ confidence and ability to communicate.

There is the opportunity to learn independently and as part of a group.


Assessment is for Learning

Students should understand the learning intentions underlying this course of work. Time should be allowed to discuss success criteria to ensure all learners understand what is expected of them. This will be easier to achieve if all efforts are made to use relevant situations when exemplifying skills.

Students should have the opportunity to engage in self and peer assessment. They should be encouraged to look for positives as a first step when assessing their own and their peers’ work.

Students should be given feedback about the quality of their work and given specific advice on what they can do to improve.
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