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Section 5: Political issues under Mbeki
What you will learn about:

· The political progress made in South Africa under Mandela and Mbeki
· The impact of the 1999 and 2004 elections on the political system and parties
· The continual dominance of the ANC and the issues of a one-party state and corruption.

Mandela had made it clear in 1994 that he would be president for only one term and would retire from political life in 1999. He was able to do so with a happy heart, for South Africa had made the difficult transformation from White minority rule to Black African majority rule. The fears of 1994, of a race war between Whites and non-Whites, and of tribal conflict between the Zulu supporters of InKatha and ANC supporters in KwaZulu-Natal, had not materialised. Mandela’s legacy of reconciliation between the races was one of political stability based on a multi-party democracy and the rule of law consolidated by a peaceful transition of power to the new ANC leader, Thabo Mbeki. The 1999 and 2004 elections confirmed the maturity of the new democratic South Africa.

The 1999 election

While Mbeki lacked the charisma of Mandela (see profile in Section 3) he was still able to achieve an outstanding election result. The ANC further increased its support by winning 66% of the vote and, at the provincial level, it was the clear winner in seven of the provinces. It became the largest party in the Western Cape and almost won more votes than InKatha Freedom Party in KwaZulu-Natal. The IFP saw its vote decline from 2 million in 1994 to only 1.3 million in 1999.

The result was a disaster for the New National Party with its support falling from 3.9 million in 1994 to 1.9 million in 1999. Its representation in the National Assembly fell from 82 in 1994 to a miserable 28 in 1999. The NNP also lost control of its stronghold in the Western Cape. In a hard fought contest, the ANC won 18 seats to the NNP’s 17, and was only able to remain in government in Western Cape by forming a coalition with the Democratic Alliance.

The rise of the Democratic Party
The 1999 election marked the switch of White and many Coloured and Indian voters from the NNP to the Democratic Party. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (page 105) had exposed the Government-sanctioned atrocities carried out during the Apartheid years. This damaged the credibility of the NNP among White and Coloured voters. The new NNP leader, Marthinus van Schalkwyk, was a political lightweight, who provided a lacklustre performance during the 1999 election. In contrast, the leader of the Democratic Party, Tony Leon, maintained a high profile and impressed the White and Coloured electorate.

The Democratic Party increased its support from 2 per cent to almost 10 per cent and replaced the NNP as the leading opposition party. The DP campaigned under the slogan of ‘Fight Back’. It criticised the ANC for not controlling South Africa’s high crime and unemployment rates and promised to act as a watchdog over the actions of the ANC.

Minority parties
The election was a disappointment for the new United Democratic Movement led by Bontu Holmisa. It gained only half a million votes, with its strongest showing being in the Eastern Cape where it won nine provincial seats. The Afrikans-speaking Freedom Front witnessed a significant decline in support, dropping from nine to three members of the National Assembly.

Table 5.1: The 1999 General Election, selected provincial results

Western Cape

Votes
%
Seats

ACDP
44,323
2.7
1

ANC
668,106
42.0
18

DP
189,183
11.9
5

NNP
609,612
38.3
17

UDM
38,071
2.4
1

KwaZulu-Natal

Votes
%
Seats

ACDP
53,745
1.81
0
ANC
1,167,094
39.3
32

DP
241,779
8.17
0
IFP
1,196,955
40.4
34

MF
86,770
2.93
2

NNP
97,077
3.2
3

Table 5.2: The 1999 National Assembly Election

Party
Votes
No. of seats 


(400)

African National Congress
10,527,330
266

Democratic Party (DP)
1,527,337
38

InKatha Freedom Party (IFP)
1,371,477
34

New National Party (NNP)
1,098,215
28

United Democratic Party (UDP)
546,790
14

African Christian Democratic Party (ACDP)
228,975
6

Freedom Front
127,217
3

United Christian Democratic Party
125,280
3

Pan Africanist Congress (PAC)
113,125
3

Others
237,396
5

Thabo Mbeki: profile
Thabo Mbeki’s family is part of the ANC heritage and tradition; his father, Govan, was a leading ANC leader who was put in prison alongside Nelson Mandela in the 1950s. Thabo Mbeki was born in June 1942 in the Eastern Cape and followed his father into ANC politics. In 1962 he went into exile to Britain where he achieved a University degree. A former member of the South African Communist Party, a sister organisation of the ANC, he won the power struggle against Cyril Ramaphosa to become Mandela’s successor. In 1997 he became President of the ANC to prepare him for the task of succeeding Nelson Mandela as the new President of South Africa in 1999.

Despite his communist background, Mbeki supports the market economy and partnership with private enterprise and this is reflected in the GEAR strategy. His cautious economic approach is supported by the international community and has brought stability to the South African economy. His privatisation policy and aspects of BEE have brought him into conflict with the Trade Unions (COSATU) and the SACP (South African Communist Party). He has also been criticised for his failure to condemn Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe for his land seizures from White farmers. Mbeki sees himself as the dominant leader in Africa and has sent peace-keeping forces to neighbouring states.
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) 1996–2002

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission was set up to investigate the ‘causes, nature and extent of the gross violating of human rights committed between 1960 and 10 May 1994’. It was chaired by the retired Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who travelled the length and breadth of the country to hear the tales of atrocities and suffering experienced by the non-White population. The Commission listened to the confessions of those who were responsible for the brutal acts committed by the Apartheid regime and, in many cases, were granted amnesties.

The hearings, covered by television, shocked and horrified the nation as it became clear that leaders of the National Party, such as P W Botha and F W de Klerk, had ‘blood on their hands’. The revelations damaged the National Party and led to the resignation of de Klerk.

In 1998, the commission issued its findings which placed the major blame on the security forces, leaders of the National Party and Chief Buthelezi of the InKatha Freedom Party. It also criticised the ANC for its own human rights abuse, especially in their training camps into Zambia. The only member of the ANC directly named was Winnie Madikizela-Mandela. She was blamed for the actions of the Mandela United Football Team, a gang which abused, abducted and killed Soweto boys. Despite her criminal record, the former wife of Nelson Mandela is still loved by many Black Africans, especially among the poorest section of the community.

The reaction to the Report was mixed. In a 2001 opinion poll, 76 per cent of Black respondents believed the TRC had done a good job but only 37 per cent of Whites agreed. Whites could no longer pretend that Apartheid was simply a bad economic system and it allowed victims of Apartheid to share their grief with the nation and to discover what had happened to their sons, husbands, sisters and mothers.

Families of the victim were unhappy that those who had carried out these crimes were not punished. As Marcus School stated, ‘My wife and daughter were murdered by a self-confessed killer of the Apartheid regime. There is no constitutional duty placed upon me to forgive.’
One important recommendation of the TRC was that compensation should be given to the victims. This was finally agreed to by the Government in 2003 and the 22,000 victims who had registered with the TRC were given a payment.

Key political events 1998–2006

1998
Eugene Terre Blanche, leader of the extreme right-wing AWB, found guilty of murdering a black worker.

1999
ANC wins the second national election and just fails to win a two-thirds majority which would have allowed the ANC to change the Constitution. The Democratic Party replaces the NNP as the official opposition. IFP remain in Government of National Unity (GNU).

1999–2000
NNP and Democratic Party unite to form the Democratic Alliance (DA). Tony Leon becomes leader of the new party and van Schalkwyk deputy leader.

December 2000
The new party gains 23 per cent of the votes in the local government election with the ANC vote falling below 60 per cent. In terms of political results the merger is successful.

2001–2002
Tension between Tony Leon and van Schalkwyk leads to the NNP leaving the new party. NNP rejoins the Government of National Unity and forms an alliance with the ANC. Van Schalkwyk becomes Premier of the Western Cape in alliance with the ANC.

2002
The Constitutional Court declares that cross-floor change is legal.  Politicians had been allowed to change political parties between elections. The smaller parties were unhappy with this as the ANC increased its dominance by enticing MPs, provincial MPs and local councillors of other parties to join the ANC.

In KwaZulu-Natal province, IFP and DA form the administration excluding the ANC.

2003
The third national elections further strengthen the dominance of the ANC.

NNP announces it will disband and merge with the ANC, which further increases its control and creates fear of a one-party state.
2004
The Constitutional Court declares land occupation of White farms as illegal.

NNP is dissolved. Crisis in ANC with corruption charges made against Deputy President Jacob Zuma. He resigns as Deputy President and is replaced by Phunzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, the first woman Deputy President.

March 2006
Local government elections are finally held.

The 2004 General Election

It was appropriate that South Africa’s third democratic election should be held ten years after the triumph of Nelson Mandela and the ANC. The election offered the opportunity not just to endorse the dominance of the ANC but to reflect on the progress made in resolving the social and economic problems facing South Africa.

The extracts below, from the BBC Scotland Modern Studies site, highlights the progress and mood of the nation.

Analysis: South Africa patient for change

By Justin Pearce 
BBC News Online, Johannesburg 
The question about this week's national election in South Africa is not who is going to win, but how big a margin of victory the governing African National Congress will achieve - recent estimates give the ANC 65% of the vote. 

South Africa has the highest number of people living with Aids. This is notwithstanding the fact that after 10 years of democracy, South Africa faces some serious problems, not all of them anticipated a decade ago. 
Problems
· The HIV infection rate is estimated around 20% of the national population - until a month ago, central government refused to provide anti-retroviral drugs, while President Thabo Mbeki questioned whether HIV was the cause of Aids. 

· Children from middle-class families are still likely to get a better education than the poor. 

· Those who make it through school are pessimistic about their prospects of getting a job. 

· Audacious car hijackings and bank heists make the news, yet it is the poor who remain most affected by violent crime. 

· The money made by the new black business class has not trickled down to benefit the majority, and the gulf between rich and poor is as wide as ever. 

Progress 
Yet there is no denying the progress which has been made. 
· Almost every town has acquired at least one low-cost housing development in the past 10 years. 

· Far too many shanty settlements remain, but at least the longer-established ones have now been provided with water and electrical connections. 

· The symbolic importance of liberation is not to be under-estimated, with all South Africans now enjoying equal rights as citizens. 
Mass movement 
How then does this picture of simultaneous success and failure translate into votes? 

At the heart of the debate is whether the ANC is responsible for the ills that still beset the country, or whether the advances of the last 10 years are a first step in a systematic and long-term process to rebuild the country after three centuries of white domination. 
And the latter argument, which favours the ANC, is the dominant one. 

No other party can match the ANC's ability to mobilise the masses - the governing party recently drew 80,000 people to an election rally in Soweto. 

Its ability to do so stems from the days of resistance to apartheid, and the opposition could never hope for a crowd even a fraction of that size. 
Policy failures 
On the campaign trail, President Thabo Mbeki has been most warmly received in the poor rural areas of the north. 

A conservative white landowning minority remains powerful there, making it that much easier for the ANC to present itself as the party of change. 

Opposition parties have tailored their manifestos around what are perceived to be the government's policy failures: creating jobs, fighting crime, and combating HIV-Aids. 

For example, the biggest opposition party, the Democratic Alliance, used to combine liberal human rights policies with fiscal conservatism. 

At this election, the DA supports the re-introduction of the death penalty and has promised a basic income grant to the poorest South Africans, and free anti-retroviral drugs to people with HIV. 

No opposition party has come up with a convincing alternative vision for South Africa. 

When South Africans complain about crime or unemployment, their dissatisfaction is more likely translate into a disillusionment with politics and politicians in general than into support for an opposition party. 

And on HIV-Aids, a worrying number prefer to ignore the issue altogether. 

Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/3622095.stm
ANC heartland stays loyal

By Alastair Leithead 
BBC, Soweto 
The voting is well underway, and in this part of Soweto at least, the African National Congress is heading towards another landslide victory. 
Orlando West is the ANC’s heartland, the focus of the liberation struggle through the 1970s and 80s. 
Today the queue of voters is snaking its way around the small school buildings which act as the township polling station. 
The sun is beating down hard on those waiting for their turn to vote, so it’s hardly surprising that they're getting a bit grumpy, but it's peaceful, it's calm, and it’s South African democracy working well 10 years after the end of apartheid. 
Loyalty 
In 1994 the queues were a lot longer, but then there were fewer polling stations. Many of those voting today, voted then and the cross is being placed in the same box as it was for their first democratic elections. 

“I am definitely going to vote ANC because there have been so many changes and what they have done means a lot to us,” said Thembi Nobanda, sheltering from the sun under a colourful umbrella. 
“The area where I grew up was very rural and my mum used to go to the river to get water, but since the ANC came in there is running water, and better roads – people are getting houses and more schools.” 

“That makes me want to vote for the ANC - they are going to make things better,” she added. 
Long road 
People talk of the changes in Orlando West and how life has improved, but admit there is a long way to go still. 

The opposition parties have been quick to point out that unemployment is increasing and many South Africans still live in poverty. 
But this doesn’t make much difference in places like this – and among most of the black people who form the country's majority. 
Just around the corner from where Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu and Walter Sisulu lived and fought the apartheid regime, the people still see the ANC as the party of liberation. 
They ignore the other parties, and the main opposition Democratic Alliance is trying its best to shrug off a very white image – politics broadly still falls in line with race in the new South Africa. 
Philemone Ngidi is another waiting in the queue to cast his vote: “I'm going to vote ANC because a lot has changed – before we had to carry pass books, and black and white had to stay separate. Now I can go wherever I want.” 

The turnout here seems to be quite high. People were queuing outside the school even before the ballots opened at 0700 – they'll keep coming until 2100, when the third democratic election comes to a close. 

Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/3626247.stm
April 2004: General Election Results

The election result was a landslide victory for the ANC, a major disappointment for the Democratic Alliance and IFP, and a disaster and humiliation for the NNP. For the first time the ANC was the largest party in all nine provinces and, with 70 per cent of the votes, it had the power to change the Constitution. The Democratic Alliance consolidated its position as the official opposition and the NNP even lost out to the newly formed Independent Democrats.

Then opposition parties fought the election of ANC’s so-called record of failure – in unemployment, crime and HIV/Aids. However, the election was not about the ANC record of delivery, it was about keeping the faith between the Black African people and its political party the ANC.

The DA increased its vote at the expense of the NNP. It won 12.4 per cent of the national vote (9.6 per cent in 1999), giving it 50 seats in the National Assembly. However, the creation of a new Political Party, the Independent Democrats, led by the charismatic Patricia de Lille, a former member of the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), prevented the DA from further strengthening its position. The massive disappointment for both the DA and IFP was their failure to hold on to power in KwaZulu-Natal. In a very tight election ANC won 38 seats compared to the combined IFP/DA figure of 37. For the first time the IFP was not the largest party in KwaZulu-Natal. Nevertheless, the DA was the only political party apart from the ANC to win seats in all of the nine provinces.

As stated, the election was a humiliation for the NNP with its support falling from 3.9 million in 1994 to a mere 251,000 in 2004. The NNP’s decision to join the Government of National Unity in December 2001 was a bitter one for many NNP members. Tony Leon’s comment in 2002 that ‘It is obvious to everyone now that the NNP is about to disappear into oblivion’ was confirmed by the result. By the end of 2005 the NNP had disbanded.

More detailed election results can be found at http://www.electionresources.org/za/2004/provinces.html
The Afrikaner Community

With the end of the NNP, the Afrikaans Freedom Front Party now claims to represent the voice of the Afrikaner community. As the election results display, it has very little influence in the National Assembly having only four seats in the National Assembly. In its election manifesto it raised the issues of the murder of White farmers, the emigration of Whites prompted by affirmative action, and the decline in the official use of the Afrikaans language. Its leader, Dr Pieter Mulder, accuses the ANC of persecuting the White community.

Many Afrikaners are disillusioned with politics and the vast majority accept that they will never be given their own Volkstaat (homeland). In fact, Mbeki abolished the Volkstaat Council which had been set up by President Mandela to discuss Afrikaner self-determination. This perhaps explains why a group of White extremists in 2002 plotted to kill Mandela and set off nine bombs in Soweto, killing one Black African woman.

The Afrikaners regard themselves as the White tribe of South Africa whose roots are in the soil and landscape of the country. They argue that their language is being eroded and their culture mocked by Mbeki’s Black African Transformation. Many Afrikaans-speaking schools have been forced to take in pupils of different languages. Dan Roodt, an Afrikaner journalist, sums up his frustration: ‘What “nation building” really means is the complete destruction of Afrikaans culture and the Afrikaner identity’.

Corruption

It is ironic that President Mbeki’s 2005 campaign ‘to fight crime and to root out corruption’ has embarrassed the President and created a crisis within the ANC. In 2003 two leading members of the ANC were accused and found guilty of corruption. Tony Yengent, Chief Whip of the ANC, and Winnie Madikizela-Mandela admitted their guilt. Worse was to follow in 2005 with corruption charges being filed against Jacob Zuma, the deputy President of the country and the man who had been expected to be the new person to replace Mbeki.

The sacking of Jacob Zuma

In June 2004, Schabir Shaik, a close friend of Zuma and his financial adviser, was found guilty of corruption. More damaging for Zuma was the judge’s assertion that Zuma must have been aware of the bribes sought by Schabir Shaik on his behalf and that most damaging of all ‘their relationship 
was generally corrupt’. A police investigation by the Scorpion investigation team led to charges being brought against Zuma with the trial to be held in 2006.

President Mandela dismissed Zuma as Deputy President in November 2005. However, such was Zuma’s popularity that Mandela did not dare sack him as Deputy President of the ANC. Zuma has the support of the trade unions and the South African Communist Party (both are affiliated to the ANC). They argue that Zuma is being persecuted and that the accusations are political to discredit Zuma and to prevent him from being the ANC leader and future president after the 2009 elections are held. They are concerned that Mbeki might wish to change the Constitution to enable him to run for president for a third term (two terms is the present maximum). The new Deputy President, Phumzile Mlambo Ngcuka, does not have the political influence or support to be the obvious future candidate.

The ANC under Mbeki

As highlighted by the Zuma crisis, there is ongoing tension between the ‘triple alliance’ of the ANC, SACP (South African Communist Party) and COSATU (Congress of South African Trade Unions). They are unhappy with Mbeki’s free-market economic policies. While the Government has brought down inflation and strengthened the economy, the attempt to control wage rises, to restructure public services and the privatisation policies have angered the rank and file of COSATU. For the poorest in society, living in the townships and informal settlements, life has deteriorated. High unemployment for the poorest, and untold wealth for the middle classes, is COSATU’s verdict of BEE. A third term for Mbeki would be opposed by COSATU and SACP.

Towards a one-party state?

The words of warning before the 2004 election by both Chief Buthelezi: ‘I am very worried; if we are not careful we are going to have a one party state’, and Tony Leon: ‘We need stronger opposition not a stronger government’, have been strengthened by the outcome of the election.

Further dominance of the ANC

1. After the 2005 election, the ANC increased its seats to 279 in an Assembly of 400. The nearest rival, the Democratic Alliance, has a mere 50.

2. The merger of the NNP with the ANC has further strengthened the ANC and it has now 286 seats in Parliament – over 70 per cent.

3. In 1994, the Government of National Unity included the ANC, National Party and the InKatha Freedom Party. Both the smaller parties had positions in the Cabinet and could attempt to influence the ANC. By 2004 the Government of National Unity was really only the ANC.

4. The ANC now has the power to change the Constitution, as it has over two-thirds of the seats in the National Assembly.

5. The proportional representation system weakens the major opposition parties, as it encourages the emergence of very small parties. The new party, Independent Democrats, won seven seats. Tony Leon refers to this as ‘the cannibalisation of the Opposition’.

6. The ANC is now the largest party in all nine provinces and in all nine provincial governments. Only in KwaZulu-Natal are its powers curbed as it has to share government with the IFP.

A strong and stable democracy

· South Africa has had three peaceful elections based on the rule of law and the will of the people. It is now a successful democracy.

· It has a written Constitution with a bill of rights that guarantees the rule of law and individual rights.

· South Africa has a free press, and newspapers can criticise the Government. Civil organisations such as the churches, charity organisations and pressure groups provide free debate and opinion. Trade unions are legal and can influence the Government.

· While corruption in high places does exist, the Government is tackling this problem. South Africa has an excellent international record in dealing with corruption.

Section 5: Activities

This is a very important section as it provides up-to-date information of the 2004 elections. It considers the dominance of the ANC and to what extent South Africa is moving towards a one-party state. Issues such as reconciliation and corruption are also examined. The concerns of the Afrikaaner community are also discussed.

5.1
The 1999 Elections
Outline the ‘winners and losers’ of the 1994 elections (include reference to national and provincial results).

5.2
Thabo Mbeki

(a) In what way is Thabo Mbeki part of the ANC heritage and traditions?
(b) Why has he been criticised?

5.3
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)

(a) Why was the TRC set up?
(b) Outline its findings.
(c) What has been the public’s reaction to the Report?

5.4
The 2004 General Election

Refer to articles ‘Analysis: South Africa Patient for Change’ and ‘ANC Heartland Stays Loyal’.
(a) Outline the problems and progress made in recent years.
(b) Why is the ANC so popular?
(c) Why are Mrs Thembi and Philemone Ngidi still devoted to the ANC?
(d) The 2004 Election was a triumph for the ANC, a disappointment for the DA and IFP and a humiliation for the NNP.

To what extent is this a fair assessment of the 2004 results?

5.5
The Afrikaner Community

Why is the Afrikaner community unhappy with the actions of Mbeki’s Government?

5.6
Corruption and the ANC under Mbeki
(a) Why did President Mbeki sack Jacob Zuma from his post as Deputy President?
(b) What have been the reactions of the ANC rank and file?

5.7
Towards a one-party state?

‘South Africa is a successful multi-party democracy.’  Discuss this viewpoint.

Homework essays

1.
To what extent do different groups live separate and unequal 

lives? 

(15 marks)
2.
There is no effective opposition to the ANC. Discuss.
(15 marks)

3.
To what extent is South Africa a multi-party democracy?

(15 marks)

4.
Critically examine the view that recent social and economic 

policies have brought little benefit to the poorest groups in 

society. 
(15 marks)
5.
To what extent is there political opposition to the ANC? 
(15 marks)
Glossary 

Terms

Affirmative action:  The policy of positive discrimination in favour of non-whites for job appointments.

Afrikaner:  A white South African, descended from the original Dutch settlers.  Boer is the old-fashioned term which means ‘farmer’.

Afrikaans:  The language spoken by the Afrikaners.

Apartheid:  The separate development policy used by the White government to deny non-Whites their political, social and economic rights.

Autonomy:  The right or state of self-government.

Boerstaat:  The Afrikaans word for an Afrikaner homeland sometimes referred to as a Volkstaat.

Coalition government:  An alliance between parties to run the country.

Federal system:  A system of government where power is shared between the central government and the state governments.

Ggirha:  A traditional healer in South Africa.

Homelands:  Areas within South Africa (making up 13 per cent of land area) set aside for all Black people (80 per cent of the population).

Informal settlements:  The former illegal shack/shanty towns set up by Blacks in White South Africa.  Marconi Beam is an informal settlement in Cape Town.

Pass Laws:  The Apartheid laws that controlled where Black people lived.  All Blacks had to carry a pass book at all times.

Rand:  South African currency 

Referendum:  Submission of an issue to the direct vote of the electorate.

Sanctions:  Countries refusing to trade with another country in order to force it to change.

San and Khoikhoi:  The original inhabitants of South Africa, referred to as the bush people.

Townships:  Separate areas for non-Whites on the edge of White towns.  Soweto is a township on the edge of Johannesburg.

Volkstaat:  The Afrikaans word for an Afrikaner homeland.

People

Archbishop Desmond Tutu:  Former Archbishop of Cape Town and head of the Anglican Church in South Africa.  He is chairman of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

Steve Biko:  Leader of the Black Consciousness Movement, murdered by Security Police in September 1977.

P W Botha:  Former leader of the National Party and President of South Africa.

Chief Buthelezi:  Leader of InKatha 

F W de Klerk:  Former leader of the National Party and President of South Africa.

Chris Hani:  ANC leader, assassinated by extreme Whites in 1993.

Nelson Mandela:  Leader of the ANC and former President of South Africa.

Winnie Madikizela Mandela:  Former wife of Nelson Mandela, represents left-wing of the ANC.

Thabo Mbeki:  Leader of the ANC and President of South Africa.

Cyril Ramaphosa:  Former Secretary General of the ANC, now a leading Black industrialist.

Jacob Zuma:  The deputy leader of the ANC and the former Deputy President of South Africa.

Organisations
ANC:  African National Congress, South African political party and Black nationalist organisation, originally Black but now multi-racial.

BCM:  Black Consciousness Movement, encouraging Black self-respect.
FF:  Freedom Front, a right-wing Afrikaner political party.

IFP:  InKatha Freedom Party, a political party representing the country’s largest ethnic group, the Zulus.

NP:  National Party, the White governing party of South Africa from 1948 to 1994, which instituted Apartheid.

NNP:  New National Party, disassociated from Apartheid, but disbanded in 2005.

PAC:  Pan Africanist Congress.

SACP:  South African Community Party.
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