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Section 2: The Apartheid Years 1948–91

What you will learn about:

•
The impact of Apartheid on the non-white population
•
The attempts by the White government to modernise Apartheid

•
The internal and external opposition to Apartheid.

The impact of Apartheid and the struggle for freedom

When Apartheid (separate development) was set up in 1948, the National Government set up a structure which would enable the Whites to retain political and economic control.  Numerous laws were passed to divide the people and land on racial grounds.  Repressive laws were passed which made any protest illegal (see Control of the People, on pp. 29–30).  Blacks were divided into their tribal origins and they were then allocated ‘homelands’ to live in (see Map 2.1).  Those Blacks who lived in ‘White South Africa’ stayed in segregated areas called townships.  Coloureds who did not have a homeland lived in Coloured townships.

The imprisonment of the African National Congress leaders in 1964 (including ANC leader, Nelson Mandela) did, for a period of ten years, dispirit and crush Black opposition (see Struggle against Apartheid, on p. 31).  However, in the 1970s the ‘children’ of South Africa rose in rebellion.  This new generation once again restored African pride and self-respect.  As one Sowetan schoolchild of the 1970s said, ‘You look at your parents and see a worn-out hopeless person.’  

Map 2.1: Tribal homelands
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	Control of the People

Below are the major actions taken by the Whites to divide and control the non-Whites under the Apartheid governments.

1
Mixed Marriages Act (1949) banned marriage between Europeans and non-Europeans.

2
Population Registration Act (1950) divided the people into three main groups with sub-divisions:

Whites
Coloureds
Africans



Asians
Xhosa



Cape Coloureds
Tswana



Malay Coloureds
Zulu




Sotho




Venda




Shangaan




Swazi




Ndebele

3
Immorality Amendment Act (1950) made sexual relations between Whites and other races illegal.

4
Bantu Homelands Citizenship Acts (1951, 1959, 1970).  All Africans were given citizenship of one of the ten homelands.  This was an attempt to create a South Africa which belonged only to the Whites.  Only four of the ten homelands became ‘independent’ – Transkei (1976), Bophuthatswana (1977), Venda (1979) and Ciskei (1981).

5
Group Area Acts (1950, 1957, 1966).  The non-white people living outwith the Homelands had to live in designated areas in their respective city or town.  Many Coloureds, especially, were affected.  They lost their homes in Cape Town and were moved to townships.  The most famous Black township was Soweto, near Johannesburg.
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	6(a)
Pass Laws (1952).  All Africans over the age of 16 had to carry a set of documents.  If the Pass was not in order, they could be arrested.  Between 1948 and 1991 over 12.5 million people were arrested under Pass Law offences.

6(b)
Separate Amenities Act (1953).  Provided for separate amentities for Whites and non-Whites in all public places and vehicles.

7
Bantu Education Act (1953) set a limited curriculum for Black students.

8
Suppression of Communism Act (1950).  All the government had to do was to declare any individual who opposed Apartheid to be a Communist.  He or she could then be placed under house arrest or banished to a particular area.

9
Unlawful Organisation Act (1960).  This act was used to outlaw the ANC and other later organisations such as the South African Students Organisation, set up during the Soweto riots of 1976.

10
Terrorism Act (1967).  This gave the state the right to detain indefinitely anyone considered to represent a threat.  Peter Mugabe was held for 586 days under this Act without any charges being made against him.

11
Internal Security Act (1982).  This Act extended the security forces’ power by making any form of peaceful protest illegal.
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Struggle against Apartheid
1912
The African National Congress (ANC) is formed to create national unity among Blacks in their struggle for civil rights.

1950s
ANC becomes a mass movement and its leader from 1952 to 1960, Chief Albert Luthuli, supports peaceful non-violent change.

1959
ANC suffers a blow when a splinter group forms the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC).

1960
Sharpeville Massacre takes place – 69 demonstrators in a peaceful protest against the Pass Laws are shot dead by police.  


State of emergency declared with over 20,000 people being arrested.  ANC goes underground and begins the armed struggle.

1964
Nelson Mandela, leader of the ANC, is captured and sentenced to life imprisonment.

1964–76
For more than a decade Black opposition lies crushed and dispirited.

1976
Soweto riots take place.  Young people march in protest against the compulsory use of Afrikaans in schools.  Over 700 Blacks die with thousands leaving the country to continue the struggle from abroad.

1977
Steve Biko, leader of the Black Consciousness Movement (BCM), dies in police custody.

1979–84
Rapid expansion in Black trade unions.  Cyril Ramaphosa leads this body of opposition to Apartheid.

1984–88
In response to the modest reforms offered by the Government, the ANC makes the townships ungovernable.  It takes four years for the President of South Africa, P W Botha, to restore order and control.

1989
President Botha resigns through ill health and is replaced by F W de Klerk.

1990
The ban outlawing the ANC and other political groupings is lifted.  In February, Nelson Mandela is freed after being in jail for 27 years.

Life in the Homelands
Until 1989, the Government maintained the myth that the ten homelands making up 13 per cent of the total land area of South Africa could support 21 million (i.e. the Blacks) of the 28 million people living in the country (see Map 2.1).  The reality was that homelands were being used to divide the Black peoples and to create a dumping ground for those Blacks who could not contribute to the economy in the White areas.  Millions of Blacks lost their homes and possessions and were forcibly resettled on arid land where disease, hunger and despair laid waste the health of their elderly and young.

Four of the homelands accepted ‘independence’: Transkei (1976), Bohphuthatswana (1977), Venda (1979) and Ciskei (1981).  Bophuthatswana was scattered over seven different areas making a mockery of any claim to nationhood.  Each of the homeland leaders built their capital cities with lavish accommodation for their families and set up their own army and secret police to control their citizens.
The homelands suffered from a range of problems including overpopulation, fragmentation (small pockets of land separated from other areas), shortage of work and severe malnutrition among young children.
InKatha
InKatha is an organisation that represents the cultural heritage of the Zulu people as well as being a political party. InKatha, set up in 1974, once worked in partnership with the ANC.  However, Inkatha engaged in a power struggle with the ANC in the KwaZulu Natal region.  The Apartheid Government, delighted to encourage violence and discord among Blacks, gave arms to InKatha.  
The Chief Minister of KwaZulu and the leader of InKatha, Chief Buthelezi, refused the offer of independence.  

Life in the Townships
Every town, city and community outwith the homelands was divided along racial lines.  Blacks, Coloureds and Asians were each designated a township to live in, exclusive to that group.
The most famous Black township was Soweto, situated 12 miles south-west of Johannesburg and housing over one million Africans.  From here they travelled every day into the centre of Johannesburg to provide cheap labour, returning at night to their inadequate homes.  Most homes used candles, paraffin or gas lamps for lighting and coal stoves for cooking.  Water was 
collected from an outside tap and it was only from 1976 onwards that electricity began to be supplied.  Crime was high, education limited and life was harsh, especially for the young.

Migrant workers whose families remained in the homelands were placed in single-sex hostels.  Conditions were basic.  Each room had from four to eight beds and all facilities, such as lavatories and showers, were communal.

Many migrant Africans who wished to bring their families with them, or who did not wish to return to a homeland, lived in the shanty towns (informal settlements).  The best example of this was Crossroads, a vast squatter camp of about 4,000 ‘illegal families’, a few miles outside Cape Town.

The Soweto Riots of 1976
In June 1976 a march by the high-school pupils of Phefeni Junior Secondary School sparked off a nationwide resistance against the Apartheid regime.  The students were protesting against the compulsory use of Afrikaans as the language of instruction, e.g. in the mathematics class the teacher would be expected to teach in Afrikaans.

The police opened fire and a massacre occurred.  Sophie Tema, a reporter from the Black newspaper The World witnessed the events.  ‘I saw a young boy of about seven fall with a bullet wound.  He had bloody froth on his lips and he seemed seriously hurt.  I took him to Phefeni clinic but he was dead when we arrived.’

The demonstration was also a protest against the Bantu education system which denied Blacks a proper education.  A nationwide student boycott of schools followed, along with massive unrest in the townships.  By 1977, the resistance had been crushed.  An estimated 600 deaths had occurred and 18 Black organisations had been banned.  Steve Biko, leader of the Black Consciousness Movement, which encouraged black pride and self-respect, was arrested and died in police custody in 1977.  Many young Blacks fled the country to prepare for armed resistance.  They had fought the police with stones; they would return one day with bullets.

Reforming Apartheid

In 1978 P W Botha became the new leader of South Africa and promised to introduce reforms.  ‘We must adapt or die,’ he told his White supporters.  His goal was not to end White control but to offer some concessions to the non-Whites.  This would promote a new international image of a reformist South Africa that would end its status as an international outcast.  The unrest of the late 1970s had led to an arms and oil boycott against South Africa with further calls for United Nations economic sanctions.  Reform would also restore South Africa’s special relationship with the United States.

Botha’s reforms offered economic improvement to the Black middle classes and offered the Coloured and Indian communities a vote and a say in decision-making.  Yet the fruit of these reforms was not the creation of a larger non-black community but the outbreak of massive Black unrest and further action by the United Nations against South Africa.

P W Botha’s reforms
Below is a summary of President Botha’s major reforms:
•
The hated Pass Laws were abolished.

•
Restaurants, trams, buses and certain public facilities were de-segregated (a beginning to the end of petty Apartheid).

•
The laws prohibiting mixed marriages and inter-racial sexual relations were abolished.

•
Black trade unions were recognised and jobs were opened to all races.

•
There was complete integration in sport and sporting facilities, subject to certain exceptions in the case of schools.

•
There were mixed business districts in previous exclusively White areas.

•
The prohibition of mixed political parties ended.

•
Blacks were now able to purchase their own homes under a 99-year lease and set up their own businesses.

•
Electricity and other amenities were installed in the townships.

•
The vote was given to the Coloured and Asian communities.  The White-only Parliament was replaced by a Parliament of three separate chambers, one each for Whites, Coloureds and Indians.

•
At the local level, the Blacks were given greater control over the running of the townships with the creation of Community Councils.

•
There was restoration of South African citizenship to all citizens including citizens of the homelands (thus recognising that the homeland system had failed).

Reaction to Botha’s reforms

Botha’s political reforms were condemned by the Black majority and opposed even by the Coloured and Indian communities (only 30 per cent of the Coloured electorate and 20 per cent of the Indian electorate voted).  His reforms split his own party with Dr Treurnicht, a member of Botha’s Cabinet, resigning along with 14 National Party MPs to form the Conservative Party.  Community Councils were a dismal failure with only 10 per cent of the Black electorate voting.

Black townships became ‘no go’ areas and those Blacks who co-operated with the Government were harshly treated.  The ‘Young Comrades’ gave up school and fought against the police and troops.  Unfortunately, acts of violence such as ‘necklace killings’ were carried out against Black councillors and other black supporters of the regime.  Here the victim was placed in a tyre, covered with petrol and set alight.

Botha was forced to declare several states of emergency before order was restored in 1989.  In total, more than 1,000 people were killed and over 40,000 detained.  The international community introduced a range of sanctions against South Africa.  Order had been restored at a heavy financial cost but resistance had not been crushed.  It seemed to many people that South Africa was about to descend into a savage race war.  The economy was failing and even the USA had imposed sanctions.

International action against South Africa

1974

South Africa is suspended from the United Nations.

1977

United Nations refuses to recognise the independence of the Transkei and later the independence of the other three homelands.  Mandatory arms embargo against South Africa.

1986

Commonwealth and European Union impose a ban on the import of coal, iron, steel and gold coins from South Africa.

1986

USA bans the import of South African iron, steel, coal, uranium, textiles and agricultural products.

1993

United Nations ends economic sanctions against South Africa.

1994

United Nations lifts its arms embargo on South Africa.
De Klerk’s reforms
In August 1989 F W de Klerk became the new President of South Africa, replacing the ailing and disillusioned Botha.  1990 was to become the year of change and hope for South Africa.  De Klerk stunned MPs in February 1990 when he announced that he was prepared to negotiate with the ANC.  To this end, the ANC and other movements would be legalised and Nelson Mandela would be set free.

The reaction of the Black community was one of joy, in contrast to the fury and anger of White extremists.  Archbishop Desmond Tutu declared ‘he has taken my breath away’.  The slogan of the neo-fascist Afrikaner Resistance Movement (AWB) was ‘Hang de Klerk, hang Mandela’.

1990

2 February
ANC, the South African Communist Party and other political groups are legalised.

11 February
Nelson Mandela walks out of Victor Verster Prison to freedom.

2 May
ANC and the Government agree to negotiate an agreement and a new Constitution.

7 June
State of emergency ended with the exception of Natal.

19 June
Separate Amenities Act is repealed.

6 August
ANC suspends its armed struggle.

31 August
National Party offers membership to all races.

October
State of emergency lifted in Natal.

1991
February
Repeal of the Land Acts, Group Area Acts and Population Registration Act.

Section 2: Activities 

This is a background section and gives a brief overview of the Apartheid years. Any discussion of the land issue in South Africa (Section 4) must consider the legacy of Apartheid and land division.
2.1
Struggle for freedom

(a)
Briefly describe the main features of the Apartheid system.


(b)
Explain the terms ‘homelands’ and ‘townships’.

2.2
Life in the homelands

(a)
Outline four problems facing the homelands.


(b)
What is InKatha?

2.3
Life in the townships and the Soweto riots

(a)
Describe life in Soweto.


(b)
Why did the Soweto riots take place and what was the outcome?

2.4
Botha’s reforms and the reaction

(a)
Outline the political, social and economic reforms of P W Botha.


(b)
What was the reaction of non-Whites to these reforms?

2.5
De Klerk’s reforms

Why was 1990 described as ‘the year of change and hope’ for South Africa?
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