MUSICWORKS 

CREATIVE EXERCISE

VOODOO SACRIFICE
inspired by the music of Christopher Rouse

· This activity is best carried out in four groups.

· Students will need a good selection of unpitched percussion instruments.


Summary

Rouse’s Voodoo-inspired Ogoun Badagris is a thrilling showcase for percussion.

This creative exercise will enable your students to create a group percussion piece.

Using the structure of Ogoun Badagris as a template, the groups will quickly create short pieces which can easily be joined together to make one larger work.

The key musical concepts explored in this activity are TIMBRE, COMPOUND TIME, SIMPLE TIME, and STRUCTURE.

Voodoo 
1. 
Split the class into four groups, and ask each group to select some unpitched percussion instruments. 


Group 1 should try and choose instruments with the most interesting sounds (they don’t have to be ‘rhythmical’ instruments). Aim to select instruments with the most exciting sound effects. 


Groups 2, 3 and 4 will mainly need unpitched percussion that can be played rhythmically – such as drums, tambourines, etc. However, a few choice effect instruments will also add interesting colour to the music.

2.
The students will make music about a ritual Voodoo sacrifice. The music should be bold, dance-like and occasionally frightening.

3.
Assign each group a task detailed overleaf:

GROUP 1 – A CALL TO ARMS

Create a short piece of music to signify the beginning of the Voodoo ceremony. This music should immediately grab the listeners’ attention and contain the following elements:

· 4 short violent gestures (with an element of tremolo)

· An unusual sound effect placed after each gesture 

· Silence – to help create a feeling of tension.

GROUPS 2 & 3 – A Voodoo Dance

Create a short piece of dance music in 6/8. This music should contain the following elements:

· A steady ostinato – played throughout the entire piece

· Short dance-like rhythms on a variety of percussion instruments placed on top of the ostinato

· Occasional short punctuations that jump out from nowhere.
NB: Although groups 2 & 3 have the same instructions they should work separately.

GROUP 4 – The Sacrifice

Create a fast, aggressive piece of music in 2/4. This music is to signify the human sacrifice taking place. This music should contain the following elements:

· A steady crotchet pulse

· A continuous stream of semiquavers – preferably on maracas

· Loud, short bursts of rhythm that propel the music along
· A FortePiano (FP) tremolo crescendo to signify the end.

N.B. Each group need only invent two minutes of music maximum.


Putting it all Together
1.
Assemble the class and perform the music in order, beginning with group 1 and ending with group 4. Challenge the students to find the best way to seamlessly join the music together.

2.
Create a short CODA. The students should shout 'Reler!' eight times in succession and then end with a short, violent gesture all together.

3.
Perform the music all the way through, and then listen to Christopher Rouse’s Ogoun Badagris. Discuss the similarities and differences between the two pieces.

