MUSICWORKS 

CREATIVE EXERCISE

INVERSION
inspired by the music of Sergei Rachmaninov

· This activity is best carried out by students individually.

· Students will need a keyboard with headphones and some blank manuscript paper.

· You may need to print copies of the enclosed handout for the students.


Summary

Rachmaninov’s legendary Variation 18 is a rare example of academic process producing truly amazing music. The music is so natural and expressive; it is amazing to think that it was crafted out of Paganini’s mechanical 24th Violin Caprice. 

This creative exercise will enable your students to experiment with the principal musical concept explored in Variation 18 – INVERSION and of course VARIATION. It will involve taking a well-known melody and using as the basis of new composition.

This activity will be more fun if everyone works independently – in secret. 

Upside down
1. 
The challenge is to take a well-known melody and disguise it as a brand new tune. 


The students have complete freedom to choose any melody they wish. However, they must be able to notate (at least the pitches of) the original melody to successfully begin this exercise. 

A couple of useful source melodies can be found in the associated handout.

2.
Write the source melody on manuscript paper. 

3. 
Now, turn the manuscript upside down. Try playing the inverted melody. Start at the bottom right of the page and play it backwards.

4.
Try and transform the curious selection of notes into a well-structured and natural flowing melody.


Some points to explore:

· adding or removing accidentals

· altering the meter of the music

· keeping the original rhythms or creating a brand-new rhythmical outline

· identifying phrases within the music

· when to cheat! As a last resort, you may alter the melody to improve the overall sound and quality of the music.

5.
Encourage the students to be as creative as possible. They may also add an accompaniment if they wish.


Sound Detectives
Assemble the class and invite the students to share their new melodies. 

Can the class guess what the source material was?

Listen to the original melody after each sharing. 

Are there any similarities?

