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Curriculum for Excellence
	A Curriculum for Excellence outcomes addressed
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 6

	Confident individuals

	Respect for self and others
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Demonstrate secure values and beliefs
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Skills in working with others
	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	

	Knowledge to make informed decisions and live with consequences on self and others
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Able to challenge beliefs and values
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	

	Responsible citizens

	Recognise the needs of others
	(
	(
	
	(
	
	

	Accept responsibility
	(
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	Be able to celebrate diversity
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Awareness of justice 
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Develop informed ethical views and values
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Evaluate environment or religious opinions
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


	Effective contributors

	Work with others
	(
	(
	
	(
	
	

	Think critically
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Awareness of own gifts and talents
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Sees the strengths in others
	(
	(
	
	(
	
	

	Realises there are different ways to contribute
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	

	Aware of own values
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Find solutions to problems
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	

	Successful learners

	Willing to engage in personal search
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Reflecting on values
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Being able to make informed decisions
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Awareness of what it is to be human spiritually
	
	(
	
	
	
	(

	Openness to new thinking
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


	Lesson 1: An introduction to morality – Area 1 Higher RMPS

	Aims: 
· to encourage students to discuss their ideas on the origins of an individual’s sense of morality

· to encourage students to think about and unpack the issues surrounding the relationship between moral values and religion.

	Learning intentions to be shared with students

After the lesson students will be able to:

· define the terms ‘morality’ and ‘meta-ethics’
· explain the terms ‘autonomous’ and ‘heteronomous’.

	Lesson content

	Activity
	Outline
	Materials

	Learning intentions
	· Share and discuss the learning intentions on slide 2 with students.
	· Slide 2

	Morality
	· Discuss and explain the term ‘morality’.
· Encourage students to note down the definition provided.
· Read through the examples provided and encourage the students to think of examples of decisions they have made between right and wrong in the last few days.
· Complete the diagram by adding examples provided by students.
	· Slides 3 and 4
· Lesson 1 worksheet


	Walkabout talkabout /carousel
	· Before the lesson begins write out the following five questions, one on each large piece of paper.


1. Do you have to be religious to be moral? 2. Do you have to be moral if you are religious? 
3. Do humans just have a ‘sense of morality’? 4. Do people who commit crimes always know 
they are doing wrong? 5. Can you think of some things which you think are always wrong?

· Split the class into five groups/pairs and give each group a piece of paper with one of the questions above, each group will then have 3 minutes to discuss the question.  

· The students must note down ideas which they think answer the question or question the question using their coloured marker.
· After 3 minutes the groups must all move onto the next table and consider the next question (each group must retain their own coloured marker as they move around the classroom). They should again jot down ideas which they think answer the question or question the question.
· After the first round if the group reads a comment written by another group which they agree with they should mark it with a tick using their coloured pen and likewise if they read a comment they disagree with they should mark it with a cross.
· This process should be repeated until all groups have spent 3 minutes considering each question.
· Finally display the five large pieces of paper and discuss the different ideas the students have highlighted further using the different colours to identify the relevant group.
	· Slide 5

· Five large sheets of paper

· Five different coloured marker pens

· The classroom arranged for a group activity 


	How do we decide?
	· Work through the remaining slides explaining the different terms outlined to the class.
· Provide examples for each to consolidate learning.
· Encourage students to record definitions of each term in their own words and provide an example to support each definition.
	· Slides 6–9

	Heteronomy or autonomy?
	· Encourage students to work in pairs for this task.
· Issue students with scenario cards and two larger name cards (heteronomy and autonomy). In the scenarios, outline topical news stories which involve moral choices. Ask the students to read through each scenario and decide what has influenced the individual in the scenario to decide what to do.
· Once the students have decided they should place the card on the correct term.
· When the whole class have finished ask students to feed back and discuss their own responses and the responses of others in relation to the definitions outlined on the PowerPoint.
	· Slides 8 and 9

· Slide 10

	Quick recap
	· Work through the final slide, ensuring that all students have recorded the definitions displayed and are able to explain the different concepts, with examples, to each other.
	· Slide 11


	Lesson 2: The divine command theory – Area 1 Higher RMPS

	Aims: 
· to encourage students to know about and evaluate the divine command theory.

	Learning intentions to be shared with students

After the lesson students will be able to:

· explain the divine command theory
· evaluate arguments for and against the divine command theory.

	Lesson content

	Activity
	Outline
	Materials

	Learning intentions
	· Share and discuss the learning intentions on slide 2 with students.
	· Slide 2

	Divine command theory
	· Discuss and explain the divine command theory.
· Encourage students to note down the definition provided in their own words.
	· Slides 3 and 4

	Philosophical enquiry
	· Before you read the students the following stimuli explain that as they are listening to the story they must think of a question they would like to ask which relates to the story or the issues raised by the story.
· Read the following story to the class:

David is a strong religious believer. He attends lots of religious services where he listens carefully to the teachings passed by his religious leaders and lives his life according to what he has been taught. David also reads religious texts each day in the morning and evening, from which he takes guidance of how to live his life. David sometimes believes that God also speaks to him directly, providing him with a strong sense of guidance. One day, as he paid for his shopping in the supermarket he was overcome by a voice telling him to kill the person in the queue in front of him. He quickly ignored the feeling, thinking it couldn’t possibility be a voice from the God he loved and worshipped because God would never command him to do such a thing. However, a week later as he watched the news he saw a report on the man who had stood in front of him that day in the supermarket. He watched the news report in horror as he realised this man had since been arrested for killing over 80 people.

· Record the students’ questions on the board /flipchart. Beside each question write the name(s) of the students who thought of the question.
· When all the questions have been recorded ask the students to work through the questions, discussing possible answers.
· At this stage it is the intention that the students will raise issues such as how did the man know it was God speaking to him? Would a good God really tell someone to kill even if it would prevent 80 deaths? Would a religious person really not be expected to use their own judgement which God has given them in a situation like this? Should we question God when God knows so much more than us? Surely God, by the very nature of being God, must be always right? 
	· Slide 5

	Learning check
	· Explain questions to students.
· Encourage students to note down questions.
· Allow students approx. 20 minutes to answer the questions provided.
	· Slide 6


	Learning placemat
	· Issue students with the learning placemat sheet. 

· They should complete the sheet based on their knowledge and understanding of the first two lessons.
	· Slide 7

	Quick recap
	· Work through the final slide, ensuring that all students have an appropriate explanation of the divine command theory recorded and have completed all the learning check questions appropriately.
	· Slide 8
· Lesson 2 worksheet


	Lesson 3: The Euthyphro dilemma – Area 1 Higher RMPS

	Aims: 
· to encourage students to consider the dilemma presented by Socrates regarding Euthypro’s definition of being pious/holy.

	Learning intentions to be shared with students

After the lesson students will be able to:

· explain the background to the Euthyphro dilemma
· explain the Euthyphro dilemma
· explain the terms ‘absolute’ and ‘relative’ reality.

	Lesson content

	Activity
	Outline
	Materials

	Learning intentions
	· Share and discuss the learning intentions on slide 2 with students.
	· Slide 2

	Background to the Euthyphro dilemma
	· Using the slide explain to students the background to the Euthyphro dilemma, explaining how Socrates came to express this dilemma.
	· Slide 3 and 4

	Euthyphro dilemma
	· Work through the information provided, explaining the dilemma presented by Socrates to Euthyphro and how this relates to how we decide what is right and wrong. The examples provided should help students to understand the argument.
	· Slides 5–8

	Analysis and evaluation
	· Work through the slides displaying questions to the students, helping them to engage with the dilemma. Discussion and questions throughout should help consolidate student learning.
	· Slides 9–14
· Lesson 3 worksheet


	Absolute and relative morality
	· Work through the slides, demonstrating that different people, both religious and non-religious, hold opinions regarding morality based on the terms ‘absolute’ and ‘relative’.
	· Slides 15 and 16

	Learning check
	· Explain questions to students.
· Encourage students to note down questions.
· Allow students approx. 30 minutes to answer the questions provided.
	· Slide 17

	Quick recap
	· Work through the final slide, ensuring that all students have completed the questions, are able to explain the Euthyphro dilemma and can engage in discussions relating to the Euthyphro dilemma.
	· Slide 18


	Lesson 4: Kantian ethics – Area 1 Higher RMPS

	Aims: 
· to encourage students to consider Kantian ethics and Kant’s understanding of morality and duty.

	Learning intentions to be shared with students

After the lesson students will be able to:

· explain Kant’s theory on moral ethics
· explain the term ‘categorical imperative’
· evaluate the strength of Kant’s theory.

	Lesson content

	Activity
	Outline
	Materials

	Learning intentions
	· Share and discuss the learning intentions on slide 2 with students.
	· Slide 2

	Immanuel Kant
	· Using slide 3 contextualise the philosopher Immanuel Kant and expand on the significance of his impact on western philosophy.
	· Slide 3

	Kantian ethics
	· Using slides 4–9 explain Kant’s theory on ethics, emphasising the important of goodwill, duty and motive.
	· Slides 4–9

	Categorical imperative
	· Using slides 10 and 11 expand on the explanation provided of a categorical imperative. Using slide 12 provided encourage students to think about actions that are always right. 
	· Slides 10–12

	Universalisation
	· Using slides 13 and 14 explain Kant’s idea of moral universalisation. Encourage students to discuss their views on this theory.
	· Slides 13 and 14


	Group discussion on Kantian ethics and real-life morality
	· Issue students with the ‘Kantian ethics and real-life morality’ sheet. Students should read each scenario in their groups and discuss whether or not they think Kant would agree with the decision that has been made. Encourage students to consider how well this theory applies to real-life situations and assess the extent to which they think it is flawed, if at all.
	· Slide 15

· Kantian ethics and real-life morality sheet

· Ensure appropriate classroom layout for discussion

	Responses to Kant’s theory
	· Using slides 16–19 encourage students to think about possible issues with Kant’s theory. Encourage students to respond to the various questions highlighted, considering possible responses from Kant to these criticisms. Encourage students to identify their own opinion regarding Kantian ethics, providing reasons/examples to support their position.  
	· Slides 16–19

	Learning check
	· Explain questions to students.
· Encourage students to note down questions.
· Allow students approx. 20 minutes to answer the questions provided.
	· Slide 20

	Quick recap
	· Work through the final slide, ensuring that all students have completed the questions, are able to explain Kantian ethics, specifically show knowledge and understanding of goodwill, duty, categorical imperatives and universalisation. Ensure also that students can engage in discussions relating to the extent to which Kantian ethics can realistically be applied in modern society.
	· Slide 21


	Lesson 5: Utilitarian ethics – Area 1 Higher RMPS

	Aims: 
· to encourage students to consider utilitarian ethics and think about the practical application of such an approach.

	Learning intentions to be shared with students

After the lesson students will be able to:

· explain the guiding moral principle of utilitarianism

· explain the two main types of utilitarianism

· evaluate the utilitarian approach to making moral decisions.

	Lesson content

	Activity
	Outline
	Materials

	Learning intentions
	· Share and discuss the learning intentions on slide 2 with students.
	· Slide 2

	Utilitarianism
	· Using slides 3 and 4 explain the term ‘utilitarianism’, providing insight into the importance of considering consequences when making moral decisions.
	· Slides 3 and 4

	Bentham and Mill
	· Using slides 5 and 6 draw students’ attention to the origins of utilitarian ethics. Explain and expand on the similarities and differences between Bentham and Mill’s theories on utilitarianism.
	· Slides 5 and 6

	Act and rule utilitarianism
	· Use the examples and definition provided on slides 7 and 8 to ensure students understand act and rule utilitarianism. 
	· Slides 7–11
· Lesson 5 worksheet – Utilitarian ethics


	The problems with utilitarianism
	· Use the examples and questions provided on slides 12–20 to encourage students to think about the possible flaws of the utilitarian approach. It is the intention that issues raised and discussed might include how can we decide what is right and wrong based on consequences we cannot be sure will happen? Consequences often depend on other people and is it realistic to try to predict how someone else will react or behave? Is it realistic to think that all people will agree on what makes them happy? Is it always fair to favour the majority – do the minority not have a right to be considered too? 
	· Slides 12–20

	Agony Philosopher
	· Split the class into four groups. This group activity is in the style of an agony aunt/uncle. 

· Two groups will represent the Kantian view and two groups will represent the utilitarian view.
· Each group must create two moral dilemmas.
· Once all dilemmas have been created the groups will challenge each other to respond to the moral dilemma from the viewpoint they are representing.
· Each group much choose two other groups to challenge, for example group A challenges groups B and C, group B challenges groups A and D, etc. until all groups have been challenged twice.
· If the challenging group presents a moral dilemma that the group they are challenging struggles to respond to, they will be awarded 5 points. When a group who is being challenged responds appropriately on behalf of the viewpoint they are representing, they will receive 5 points. If the group is able to identify possible issues in responding to the dilemma simply, i.e. they can provide both an argument for and against responding to the dilemma while still representing their viewpoint, they will be awarded 10 points. 
	· Slide 21
· Paper

· Pens


	
	· Encourage the students to allocate the appropriate amount of marks and keep score to identify a winning team.
	

	Learning check
	· Explain questions to students.
· Encourage students to note down questions.
· Allow students approx. 30 minutes to answer the questions provided.
	· Slide 22
· Lesson 5 – Learning check worksheet

	Quick recap
	· Work through the final slide, ensuring that all students have completed the questions, are able to explain utilitarianism as an important guiding moral principle, and understand the difference between act and rule utilitarianism and the theories presented by Bentham and Mill.
	· Slide 23


	Lesson 6: Area 2 Examples – Higher RMPS

	Aims: 
· to encourage students to apply the information studied in area 1 to the moral issues identified in area 2.

	Learning intentions to be shared with students

After the lesson students will be able to:

· consider the relationship between Kantian and utilitarian ethics and the moral issue being studied in area 2

· apply Kantian and utilitarian ethics to different modern moral issues.

	Lesson content

	Activity
	Outline
	Materials

	Learning intentions
	· Share and discuss the learning intentions on slide 2 with students.
	· Slide 2

	Kantian and utilitarian ethics and moral issues
	· Issue students with the Kantian and utilitarian ethics and moral issues sheet.
· Allow students time to discuss each statement with their peers.
· Encourage peer assessment as groups assess each other’s responses.
	· Slide 3

· Kantian and utilitarian ethics and moral issues sheet

· Classroom arranged for group discussion


	Moral issues – examples
	· The following selection of slides provides examples from each moral issue identified in area 2. 

· The different moral issues are discussed in relation to the guiding moral principles of Kantian and utilitarian ethics.
· Please select and use as appropriate.
· The moral issues covered include

–
crime and punishment
–
gender
–
international issues
–
medical ethics
–
war and peace.
	· Slides 4–14

	Learning check
	· The following selection of slides contains student activities relating to each moral issue identified in area 2.
· Please select and use as appropriate.
· The moral issues covered include

–
crime and punishment
–
gender
–
international issues
–
medical ethics
–
war and peace
	· Slides 15–19
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