
Planning for the Scottish dimension

This advice offers a suggested method of planning to help ensure that from the ages of 3-15, learners have a coherent and progressive experience of learning about Scottish history across a range of periods and contexts within people, past events and societies. 
“From the youngest age, children want to explore and understand the world – first of the entire world immediately around them, and later … as they mature, young people’s experiences can be broadened using Scottish, British, European and wider contexts for learning, yet maintaining a focus on historical, social, geographic, economic and political changes which have shaped Scotland.”
(Building the Curriculum 1)
Rationale

By the end of their broad general education, learners should have developed an understanding of how Scotland has developed as a nation, resulting in an appreciation of their local and national heritage within the global community. For learners to achieve a coherent and balanced experience across the local, Scottish, British, European and wider contexts, it is important to plan collaboratively with partners such as other learning establishments in the learning community, the local community and other providers. The aim of this advice is to assist in this planning process. 
Using the advice
Using this advice may help practitioners to:
· audit current provision. This could help inform professional dialogue with other learning establishments in the learning community
· identify ‘gaps’ or significant duplication 
· use this audit as part of the ongoing collaborative planning with other learning establishments in the learning community to help address the issues identified
· plan over a period of time 

· ensure there is a balance of contexts and periods achieved by the end of the learner’s broad general education 
· revisit contexts and/or eras for deeper study or from a different conceptual perspective.

However, it is important that:

· a rigid chronology is not imposed 
· opportunities for revisiting particular aspects of history remain

· ‘People, past events and societies’ is not considered in isolation

· the personal context is considered

· opportunities for interdisciplinary aspects of learning and teaching are considered.
Suggested auditing model

(Not every section in this framework may have an entry, but the overall pattern should provide broad and balanced coverage.)
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Reflective questions 

The following questions may help teachers and others reflect on how to provide a balanced curriculum that allows learners to place Scotland’s past within the local, Scottish, British, European and wider contexts and meet the aspirations of Curriculum for Excellence. 
· Does the framework reflect the values, purposes and principles of Curriculum for Excellence?
·     Does the framework offer opportunities for learners to develop an understanding of how 
    Scotland has developed as a nation?

·     Does the framework achieve a balanced and coherent experience for children and young people (3-15) across     

    the local, Scottish, British, European and wider context?

· Does the framework promote a balance of contexts and periods achieved by the end of the learner’s broad general education?

·     Does the framework offer sufficient opportunities to consider key periods, important events and acknowledged 
    turning points in Scottish history? 

· Does the framework allow learners to develop a sense of what is Scottish identity, and the degree to which people from other cultures have shaped Scotland as a nation?’ 

· Does the framework promote a coherent and progressive experience of learning across the range of possible contexts within social studies?
· How does the framework use the local community and environment to develop learners’ appreciation of their local and national heritage within the global community? 
·     Does the framework systematically develop the skills of analysis, synthesis and evaluation that are important to      

      history? 
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