Parents as Partners Programme
 Parents were invited in to spend a session with their child creating Christmas crafts to take away with them. We had a huge response to this and were delighted they all accepted our invitation to come along.

· Recipe Wall – Parents brought along their favourite recipes, which they prepared with their children. They then photographed the whole event and brought along the pictures to Nursery to display on the recipe wall. Parents took inspiration from the array of recipes displayed, and the wall became a real talking point at pick-up and drop off time.

· Tartan Day in January as part of the Homecoming Year. A taste of Scotland was the theme, parents were given the opportunity to come along and bake shortbread. We had several parents offered, and others who professed they could not bake wanted to help in any way they could. With the result we had bakers, assistants and ‘washer uppers’, and all asked if they could return to help at some later date

· In February we had a Valentines Day with a difference, the children were asked to bring along a single stem of flowers and collectively we had a huge bunch. We then invited the parents to leave the names of local nursing homes where they had any relatives/friends. Three homes were suggested and representatives from each of them were invited in to receive the flowers from the children. They were delighted with their Valentine gifts and have made a request to bring along some of their residents in the summer to watch the children at play. We are very happy to accommodate them with this arrangement.

· World Book day in March – Again parents are invited to help. We have asked them to leave their name in the box provided if they would like to read a story to the children. We did this last year and several parents took up the ‘challenge’. So far it is looking good for this year.

· April plans are for planting bulbs and seeds. As part of our ‘parents as partners programme’ we are offering parents the opportunity of coming along themselves, or asking Gran or Granda to help out with the planting. To date we have purchased Potato Seed planters, Strawberry planters, a variety of bulbs, pots and compost. We are hoping to have this activity out of doors in our garden area. 

· Peter Boo is our resident Nursery Bear, he has been with us since 2002. The children are asked to keep a diary of his adventures. Excerpts from the diary are printed out and displayed in the Parent Zone Wall. Peter Boo has been on many adventures, from a trip on the local lifeboat, up in a helicopter to being weighed at the local baby clinic. He has a Library card and a place at the local dentist. Our HMIe report requested that we continue with this project which encourages children to care for others.

· Our parents are included in our fundraisers, this year by suggestion, we are raising funds for the local swimming pool ‘FISSH’. We are handing out little pringle tubs, which the children will decorate, they will then go round friends and relatives, offering to perform tasks, or help where required, in return for a ‘penny for their bankie’

· We also keep parents up to date with their child’s progress by issuing link charts to the younger children after every visit. A ‘weekly report’ is issued to the funded children and a full report is prepared twice per school year.

· Parent appointment sheets are available as required, Parent interviews are conducted, Open Days and End of Term Events are all part of our ‘Parents as Partners Programme’ Included in this is ‘Our Activities at Home Information’ and playpacks (of which there are four at any one time) to help parents become involved with the present theme.
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