
 

© Learning and Teaching Scotland 2002 

Developing Problem Solving Strategies P1–P7 
 
P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7 
 
Looking for/working 
with a pattern       
     Look for a pattern/relationship 
Model making      making generalisations 
from instructions      
     Make a list 
Listing all possibilities   List all possible  Organised lists 
   combinations  organise the list 
Developing readiness 
• Skills  Developing decision- 
• Games   making skills through     Following instructions 
  games     through games 
 

   Guess, check and improve   •   Reason logically Logical reasoning/ 
        •   Logical thinking deductions 
     Draw a picture/ 
     diagram/make a        

     model 
 
      Developing written 
      reporting skills 
 
      Translation problems  
       
      Using materials 
 
      Act out a situation    Act out a problem 
 

      Start with a simpler  Try a simpler case 
       case 
 
         Work backwards 
         Make a conjecture 
         and test it 
         (generalisation)  
 


