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Introduction

In this booklet you will find out:

· where Scots went to

· how difficult it was to get their new destinations

· what kinds of work they found in their new countries

· some famous Scots

· how the Scots affected the way of life in these new countries.

Topic 1: Where did Scots go?
[image: image2.png]& ’

UNITED
KINGDOM
Gibeahar
ADEN,
GAMBIA ~—— Ok
sisraLeoNEQ £ ¢ NIGERIA

BR. SOMALILAND
GOLDCOAST

+ Ascensinn
S+
§ ef &
- BECHUANALAND
UNION OF %
Tristan da Cunhs - SOUTH AFRICA

NEW ZEALAND

»e Falkland Js.




Most Scots either migrated to England or emigrated to the United States of America (USA) or countries that were part of the British Empire. 

These countries were called ‘colonies’ and many people from Ireland, England and Scotland settled in them. 

Activities

When studying the map of the British Empire, you will notice countries that were part of the Empire have been shaded in grey.

Using the map, write down as many countries as you can that were part of the British Empire.

Where Scots settled

England

Between 1841 and 1931, approximately three quarters of a million Scots settled in other parts of the United Kingdom. Most of them settled in England because it was easier to reach. England offered Scots jobs which they were used to doing, either in farming or in industry.

The United States of America (USA)

In many cases, Scots had to pay their own fares to travel to the USA. The US was a developed country and there were wonderful opportunities for educated and skilled Scots to find well-paid work.

In the 1860s about 9,500 Scots went there each year. By the 1920s, this had almost doubled and gone up to approximately 18,500 people each year.

Canada

Canada was a popular country for Scottish emigrants. Land was cheap in Canada. In some places people did not even have to pay for the land, they just had to make it fit for farming. Highlanders liked this and many of them settled in Ontario Province.

Scots fishermen preferred Nova Scotia where there was a good fishing industry.
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In general, more Scots went to Canada than the USA.

Australia

Australia was not a popular destination to go to at first because Britain sent criminals there. After they had completed their sentence, they were not allowed to return to Britain so they had to stay there.

In 1830, Australia had 15,500 convicts, 7,500 freed convicts and only 4,500 people who had chosen to go there!

The journey to Australia took eight months and so it was very expensive. That put many people off going to Australia. Some people had their fares paid for them. Several thousand Highlanders were sent there after the potato famine of 1847. Most of them became farmers.

Gold was discovered in 1851. This attracted many people who wanted to ‘get rich quick’.

By 1900, about 0.25 million Scots had settled in Australia.
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New Zealand 

New Zealand was even further away than Australia. The journey took even longer and it was more expensive. For that reason, fewer people chose to go there. 

By 1901, approximately 48,000 Scots had settled there. 

Between 1830 and 1930, about 3.5 million Scots emigrated. One way of finding out where they went to is to look at names of places in the British Empire. There are many towns with Scottish place names like Edinburgh, Perth and Hamilton.

Activities

1.
On your map of the British Empire, highlight all five countries – England, USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand – as the areas where many Scots emigrated to.

2.
Number each of these areas 1 to 5. The country with most Scottish settlers should be number 1 whilst the one with least Scottish settlers should be number 5.

Topic 2: Getting there

Most Scottish emigrants were poor. They could not afford to pay to travel in luxury. Most of them travelled ‘steerage’ which was the cheapest fare.

This meant that they had to share accommodation and the ship owners packed as many passengers as possible into ‘steerage’. This could be very uncomfortable, especially if the weather was bad and people became sea-sick.

People had to sit, eat and sleep in the same place.  It was not very comfortable.
Crowding so many people together was unhygienic. The air became foul and it was very easy for sickness to spread through all of the steerage passengers.

Activities

Read the description of the emigrant ship above and make a list of all the things you would complain about if you had to travel on it.

Source A
In 1846, Charles Robertson, aged 13, left Scotland to sail to Canada. He kept a diary of his journey. Here are some extracts from it.
14 April:
Left Aberdeen – my mother is sick.

16 April: 
Had a terrible night. The ship was swaying about all the time. There are many sick.

19 April: 
The ship is going very slowly. Most of the passengers are keeping down below because they can hardly stand on deck.

28 April:
During the night my mother had a baby girl.

30 April:
The child died. It was dropped overboard today. They tied two stones to her to make her sink.

3 May:
The day dawned, bringing along with it a day of sorrow which I will never forget. My poor mother died. She was dropped into a watery grave.

5 May:
Very misty. At night there was terrible lightning and torrents of rain. They say we are on the banks of Newfoundland. We saw two or three icebergs.

11 May:
The mist is worse and we are sailing among a flock of icebergs. Some of them are squeezing the ship's bottom and making her timbers shake.

20 May:
We are anchored at Quebec now. We are expecting to leave for Montreal tonight. I weep for my mother lying in the blue waves of the Atlantic, but she will not return.

Activities

1.
Explain why Source A is useful evidence about an emigrant’s journey from Scotland.


Using the information above, decide which of the three statements below are accurate.


A
Source A is a Primary Source.


B
Source A is a Secondary Source.


C
The purpose of Source A is to make a complaint about the ship.


D
The purpose of Source A is to record what happened on the journey.


E
Source A gives us useful information about the food the people ate during the voyage.


F
Source A gives us useful information about the hazards of the journey.


Write a letter in each of these three boxes.
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2.
You will now develop your answer to question 2. Write in full continuous sentences, the three reasons why Source A is useful evidence about an emigrant’s journey from Scotland.


Other passengers also wrote about their journeys. 

Source B
John Smith travelled to New Zealand in 1880. He was rich enough to pay for a cabin for himself. This is what he wrote.
8 October
The most unpleasant thing about the ship is such a lot of sheep, hens and ducks on board. They are kept on a part of the deck which the steerage passengers use. The smells are sickening and the decks always in a mess...

24 November
The ship has now run out of milk, eggs and fresh meat and good bread. We get salt beef and pork none of us can eat. There are also biscuits but they are uneatable. Preserved potatoes are indigestible.

Source C
A doctor wrote a health report about his journey.
The emigrants have to breathe impure and smelly air when they are below deck. This is the main reason for so many of them catching fevers.

The air below is so foul and offensive that people who are not used to it cannot breathe.

Source D
Another passenger wrote:
This is not a very comfortable ship, even when I am well. It is horrible for the people who are sick and nervous. We have been on this ship for such a long time and that makes it worse. 

When the ship rolls men shout, women laugh, children scream, dishes fall about. It is fair killing.

Activities

Use the information from Sources B–D to answer the following questions.

1.
Write down three types of food passengers ate for most of their journey.

2.
Write down two reasons why it was unpleasant to be below deck on a ship.

3.
Write down two things that made it unpleasant to be on the deck of a ship.

Topic 3: What types of work did Scots do?

Farming

Scots played an important part in developing farming in their new countries. When they arrived, they usually found that the land had not been cultivated before. In many places, it was covered with trees. 

These Scots wrote about the work they had to do when they settled in Canada.

Source E

We chopped down trees on about 17 acres last winter. We had to move the logs using levers and all our strength because we had no oxen to drag them away. We burned most of the logs on five to six acres. For livestock, we have only a sow and a pig.

Three years later, from the same family report

We have cleared about 70 acres now and have built a good house and a barn. We have four oxen, three cows, five young cattle and 40 pigs. 

Source F

I broke 14 acres of my land and, if I am spared, I shall break 40 acres next year. I got a splendid ox and a good cow and heifer.

Source G

I expect to have 20 acres under crop next year. I have 12 head of cattle, including work oxen. 

Source H
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Activities

1.
What did Scots have to do to make their land good for farming?

2.
What types of animal did the Scots raise on these new farms?

The Scots in Canada were more interested in growing crops than grazing animals. This was not the case in Australia and New Zealand.

· Australia and New Zealand became famous for mutton (which is the meat from a sheep) and wool.

· John MacArthur, introduced the merino sheep to Australia. This sheep is famous for producing good quality wool.

· William Davidson, organised the first shipload of frozen lamb sent from New Zealand to the UK.


Activities

Complete this table showing why Scots were important in developing sheep farming in Australia and New Zealand (Australasia).

	
	Name of the Scot who introduced the improvement
	What the improvement was

	wool


	
	

	mutton


	
	


Intermediate 1 Extension



Source 1


Scots played a huge part in developing farming in the colonies. They took over areas where there had been no farming before, then they broke in the land and improved it. It was not long until they were sending their produce to Britain.

What did Scots do to improve farming in the colonies? (Use Source 1 and pages 14–16. Try to write four sentences.)

The feelings of some Scots abroad

Many Scots wrote home telling how well they had done. Here are extracts from letters by four Scots from different countries.

Source I

I would not leave this country (Manitoba in Canada) unless I was dragged away from it by ropes!

Source J

There is not a better place in the whole world. There is no better land under the sun than there is here, in Manitoba! 

Source K

I bless God every day that I followed your advice not to farm at home and decided upon the United States. 

Source L

I have done well for the three years I have been in Australia, more than if I had stayed in Skye for the rest of my life! 

Many of the farmers who remained in Scotland were not so happy. New farms in the colonies were soon sending cheap grain to the UK. This made the colonists rich and in turn made farming in the UK even more difficult!

Activities

1.
Read Sources I, J, K and L carefully. Working in pairs, identify and then write down three pieces of evidence to show that the Scots were happy in their new homes in the colonies.

2.
Sources I, J, K and L show clear bias in their opinions. Bias means when only one perspective or viewpoint is given.


Working in your pairs, discuss where you can see bias in the sources. Write down three examples of bias from the source extracts.

3.
What evidence can you find that shows farmers in Scotland were not doing as well as farmers in the colonies?

Mining and quarrying

Scottish miners emigrated to find work in mines. Others found jobs as mining engineers looking after the machinery in the mines. Often these machines were built in Scotland and sent to the colonies. This created a number of jobs in Scotland, but many men went abroad to make sure that these machines worked properly.

Emigration was helped by the large number of Scottish firms which owned mines in the colonies. They paid for opening up the mine and for the machinery that it needed. They encouraged Scots to go and work for them abroad because they knew how to do the job properly.

Many of these mines made good profits which were sent back to Scotland. This gave the Scots money to develop more mines!

Scottish quarry workers also found work abroad. The USA offered very high wages for men who could quarry granite. Many men left Aberdeen and found work in the USA.

Activities

1.
Write down two types of work that Scottish miners could do in the colonies. 

2.
Write down three ways in which mining firms based in Scotland help to develop mining in the colonies.

Intermediate 1 Extension



Source 2


Scottish mining engineers had a good reputation across the world. Nevertheless, many had difficulty finding work in Scotland. There were, however, many good jobs abroad and they paid very good wages.

Why did so many mining engineers emigrate? (Use Source 2 and page 18 to help you.)

Gold rushes
Gold was an easy way to get rich quick!

Gold was discovered in California in 1849, Australia in 1855, South Africa in 1855 and the Klondyke at the end of the century.

One Scot called McKnight was chasing a cow on his farm in California when he stubbed his toe on a lump of solid gold! Stories like this created a ‘gold rush’ as people made their way to the area in the hope of finding gold.

Eilley Bowers, a Scottish woman, rented out rooms to gold-diggers. One man could not pay his bill, so he gave her the land on which he had staked a claim. Eilley found silver and lived an extravagant life until she had spent all of it!

In fact, most miners found nothing. They had to stay there and find whatever work they could.

Activities

Why did Scots join the ‘gold rushes’?
Topic 4: How Scots affected the colonies

As well as making the colonies richer, the Scots affected them in other ways.

Education

The Scots thought education was very important. They usually set up schools where they settled and then they opened up colleges and universities. Many famous colleges and universities abroad were founded by Scots, such as Princeton University and Harvard Medical School.

Publishing

The Scots were also very active in setting up newspapers and book publishing firms. 

Religion

The Scots took their religion with them and they set up churches in their new countries. In fact, Otago Province in New Zealand was set up by the Free Church as a place for Scots to emigrate.

Scottish societies

Scots remembered their homeland by setting up Burns Clubs, Caledonian Societies and organising Highland Games in towns and cities all over the world. They also spread the game of golf, which is now an international sport.

Activities

Explain three ways in which the Scots affected the way of life in the places where they settled.

Topic 5: Individual Scots

John Muir: Exploration and the environment

Scots explored and mapped parts of the new territories to which they emigrated. John Muir (1838–1914) from Dunbar studied the wildlife of the USA during lengthy walks there and determined to try and preserve at least some of it. He campaigned for the preservation of the Yosemite Valley in California and persuaded Congress to make it a National Park in 1890. He added further land to this first success and saw his idea being copied elsewhere. 

After his death the John Muir Trust was established to buy and preserve outstanding areas of landscape. It is now a part-owner of Ben Nevis.

Another famous Scottish explorer was missionary David Livingstone, who opened up large parts of Africa that no European had seen before.

Allan Pinkerton: The world’s first detective agency

One of the most remarkable Scottish emigrants was Allan Pinkerton (1819–84) from Glasgow. He founded the first private detective agency in the USA. His detectives succeeded in cutting crime on the railroads and Pinkerton himself organised counter-espionage for the North during the Civil War. In 1865 he even managed to foil an assassination attempt on President Lincoln.

Andrew Carnegie: The world’s richest man!

Andrew Carnegie is probably the most famous Scot who made his fortune abroad. He became one of the richest men in the world!

Andrew was 13 when his unemployed handloom-weaver father decided to leave Dunfermline for the USA. 

Andrew worked in various factories before joining a railroad company as a telegraphic messenger. He rose rapidly in the Pennsylvania Railroad Company. He used the money he earned to invest in new companies in the USA. He was very good at this and his companies soon made him huge amounts of money.

He concentrated his investments and built up an iron and steel business in Pittsburgh. He finally sold it in 1901 and used the money he had made to help others.

In 1808 his father had helped found a library in Dunfermline. Andrew Carnegie not only paid for a new library there, he established 2,810 others in many different places! He set up scholarships for Scottish students at universities. He funded the building of a Peace Palace (1910) in The Hague, and also poured money into providing church organs.

Activities

Use evidence from this booklet and from the television and radio programmes and from other books to write short reports about:

John Muir 

Allan Pinkerton

David Livingstone 

Andrew Carnegie
Topic 6: Were the Scots completely successful abroad?

Not everyone agrees that the Scots helped the countries where they settled.

Native people in the USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand complained that they were driven from their lands by the Scots. In some places they were even killed.

The environment of these places was changed by the Scottish farmers. Native people could not enjoy their old way of life any more. 

The Scots also brought with them illnesses and diseases which were new to the area. The native people had no resistance to these diseases and many of them died. (Native people are people who originally came from that area.)

As a result, many people rejected the idea that they benefited from the Scots.

Activities

1.
Write down three reasons why some native people complain about the Scots.

The effects of the Scots: Did the Scots help the countries where they settled?

Look at the evidence in this booklet thoroughly. With a partner, investigate both the good effects as well the bad effects that the Scots had on the areas in which they settled.

2.
With your partner, use the table below and create a list of all the good and bad things that you can find.

	Good effects
	Bad effects

	
	


3.
With your partner, decide whether you believe the Scots brought more benefits to the new lands or not. To come to your decision, discuss with your partner all of the facts that you have looked at and decide whether the benefits outweigh the disadvantages. Once you have done that, write your decision below and give at least three reasons for that decision.

Decision 

Reasons for this decision 

4.
Having reached your decision, present your findings to the rest of the class. Explain what your decision is overall, and then provide clear reasons for that decision. You can decide with your teacher the way you want to present your findings and whether you require more time for a more in-depth investigation.
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