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Notes for preparation for listening

Always keep the Unit Specifications to hand to ensure all aspects are covered.

Introductory lesson

An introductory lesson on tourist facilities within Dundee would take the form of literature being made available from the tourist board, local newspapers and local photographs. Local websites can also be referred to.

http://www.dundeecity.gov.uk



 HYPERLINK "http://www.angusanddundee.co.uk/" 

http://www.angusanddundee.co.uk



 HYPERLINK "http://www.visitscotland.co.uk/" 

http://www.visitscotland.co.uk



 HYPERLINK "http://www.theshore.org.uk/" 

http://www.theshore.org.uk



 HYPERLINK "http://www.theoplympia.co.uk/" 

http://www.theoplympia.co.uk



Specialist websites for more detailed information should be referred to as the lessons and discussions progress.

Before the listening activities can be completed vocabulary will be required. Specialist vocabulary can be learned through matching activities and the use of dictionaries. New words should be entered in personal word books.

A research task using websites listed above can be used as the start to this activity. Learners, working in groups, could find information on different places of interest and facts about Dundee. They can then report back to the other groups, thus giving the opportunity of talking and listening.

The information gap activity can also be used as a listening activity.

Using local information leaflets, such as the one called The Secret Miley, choose a short part from the leaflet to use as a dictation exercise. The Secret Miley leaflet is available from the following websites.

http://www.stjohnshigh.org.uk



 HYPERLINK "http://www.swt.org.uk/wildlife/popup_reserves/east/miley.htm" 

http://www.swt.org.uk/wildlife/popup_reserves/east/miley.htm

Listening exercises

There are three recordings with questions for the students to complete. The Student’s Guide contains the exercises and questions. This pack contains answers for peer and self assessment, and also the transcripts of the listening recordings.

Introductory lesson: Dundee

Task 1: Information gap activity

To begin your look at Dundee, here are some useful words. They are all either places of interest to visit, famous buildings, comic characters or words with particular relevance to Dundee’s history.

	Places of interest
	Famous buildings
	Comic characters
	Dundee’s words

	Dundee
	Ninewells hospital
	Oor Wullie
	jam

	River Tay
	University
	Desperate Dan
	jute

	The Law (a hill)
	Caird Hall
	The Beano
	journalism

	Balgay Hill
	Whitehall Theatre
	
	The Courier

	The Observatory
	Olympia swimming
	
	

	Verdant Works
	
	
	

	Wellgate shopping centre
	
	
	

	Discovery Point
	
	
	


This activity gives pupils practice in asking questions and recording limited but unfamiliar information. They may need to ask for spellings from their opposite partner. This will encourage repetition of unfamiliar words. 

Each pupil has a grid with information but neither grid is complete. The pupils face each other but are unable to see the other’s sheet. Questions such as ‘what is in the box third along in the second row?’ can then be asked.

Pupil (or group) A

	Dundee 
	_____________
	Oor Wullie
	_____________
	_____________

	The Law
	Jute
	_____________
	Journalism
	University

	_____________
	The Courier
	The Observatory
	_____________
	_____________

	_____________
	_____________
	Olympia Swimming
	_____________
	Discovery Point


Pupil (or group) B

	_____________
	River Tay
	_____________
	Ninewells hospital
	Jam

	_____________
	_____________
	Balgay Hill 
	_____________
	_____________

	Desparate Dan
	_____________
	_____________
	Verdant works
	Caird Hall

	Overgate shopping centre 
	Whitehall Theatre
	_____________
	The Beano
	_____________


Task 2: Dictation

You have been learning about The Secret Miley in Dundee. Your teacher is now going to read out a short passage from the leaflet about The Secret Miley. You must listen very carefully and write down exactly what he/she reads.

Remember to use capital letters and full stops.








The suggested passage from the leaflet is:

You can go along the Miley at anytime of the year but it is best in the summer. You can take your dog for a walk or go jogging. Look out for the Willow Warbler, which comes from Africa every year. Try to spot Red Admiral or Tortoiseshell butterflies.

A holiday

Task 3: To become confident at reading unfamiliar words

You will hear the name of a Scottish city mentioned in this recording. There are many cities in Scotland. Here is a list of some of them:

Aberdeen
Perth
Glasgow
Stirling
Edinburgh
Inverness
Dundee

There are many towns and villages too. These places will have smaller populations but may have many interesting places to visit.

Crieff
Girvan
Moffat
Arbroath
Pitlochry
Dunbar
Stonehaven

City and town names can be difficult to understand if you are unfamiliar with them; look at a map of Scotland and find the places mentioned above with a partner.

One person should read the place name while the other finds it on the map. Take turns at reading out the names.

Task 4: Adjectives and nouns

Sometimes we have to change a noun slightly to make it into an adjective. Match the adjective with the noun. 

Adjectives 
Nouns

surprisingly
disappointment
interesting
fame
famous
expense
expensive
surprise
disappointed
interest
Now choose the correct word to complete each of these sentences.

1.
I had no interest/interesting in the book the teacher asked me to read.

2.
Twenty famous/fame singers gave a concert in the Caird Hall yesterday evening.

3.
Jagoda was given a surprisingly/surprise party on her 16th birthday.

4.
I’m starting a new job next week. I’m quite anxious/anxiety about it.

5.
The film was a great disappointed/disappointment and Talha fell asleep before the end.

6.
Expensive/Expense jewellery can only be bought by the very rich.

Task 5: Adjectives

In the recording you will hear the word famous on several occasions. Famous is used here as an adjective. An adjective describes a situation or an object. Put the following adjectives into the sentences to make the best sense. You might need to use some of the words more than once.

Remember to use the ‘a’ or ‘an’ clue: ‘an’ is used before words beginning with a vowel. The vowels are:

a
e
o
i
u

ancient
interesting
famous
expensive
busy

(accept alternatives)

Dundee is an interesting city

The ancient/famous ship, the Discovery is moored in Dundee.

Monika was not able to stay in an expensive hotel.

There are many busy/interesting shops in Dundee.

The Discovery was the famous/ancient ship sailed by the famous explorer Captain Scott.

Recording 1

Read these questions and then listen to the conversation between Monika and David.

1.
Monika is asking David where to go on holiday. Where does David suggest she visits?

(a)
Glasgow

(b)
Edinburgh

(c)
Dundee

(d)
Aberdeen

2.
David told Monika about a famous explorer. What was his name?

(a)
David Livingston

(b)
Captain Scott

(c)
Ralph Fiennes

(d)
Sir Edmund Hilary

3.
Captain Scott sailed from Dundee on a famous ship. What was the name of this ship?

(a)
Santa Maria

(b)
The QE II
(c)
The Discovery

(d)
The Horrsay

4.
On board the ship David talks about some of the things you can do. What one of these things does David not talk about?

(a)
Where the sailors slept

(b)
How they spent their time

(c)
What they ate on the voyage

(d)
How they were trapped in the ice

5.
Complete the sentences below. Do not use more than three words for any answer.


Monika and David are discussing where to go on holiday. 


David encourages Monika to visit Dundee where she will be able to shop and swim (or sightsee, or play games). 


David tells Monika she will be able to go shopping in the Overgate and Wellgate (or the shopping centres). 


Monika says she does not have much money and wants to find somewhere cheap to stay. 


By the end of the conversation Monika wants to visit Dundee.

6.
From the conversation you have listened to choose one activity or amenity for each category.

Accept alternatives
	Leisure
	Culture
	Transport
	Shopping

	Swimming
	Verdant works
	buses
	Wellgate

	Sports centres
	Discovery Point
	
	Overgate

	parks
	
	
	


Dundee and its three Js

Task 6: To familiarise the student with the sound ‘j’. 

The title of this report is Dundee’s three Js. J is a letter of the alphabet:

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

You have to listen very carefully to hear the three things beginning with the sound ‘j’.

Write down: 

two people’s names beginning with ‘J’
John and Jane (accept any)
two place names beginning with ‘J’ 
Johannesburg and Jedburgh 

(accept any)
two adjectives beginning with ‘J’ 
jealous and joyful 

(accept any)
As well as jam, jute and journalism, in this report you will hear about various other items for which Dundee is famous. 

Task 7: Abbreviations

An abbreviation is a short form of a word. We use many abbreviations regularly, for example:

· Dr for doctor

· BSc for Batchelor of Science

· Mon for Monday

In Scotland there are many newspapers. Some are national newspapers, some are Scottish and some are local newspapers. Often the local newspaper name is abbreviated – so the Evening Telegraph becomes The Tele.
Match these newspaper names with their abbreviations.

Name 
Abbreviation

The Glasgow Evening Times 
The Tele

The Perthshire Advertiser 
The Times

The Press and Journal 
The PA

The Evening Telegraph 
Observer

Dunoon Observer 
The P & J
Recording 2

Read these questions and then listen to the report about Dundee’s three Js.

Write no more than three words for each answer.

1.
Dundee was famous for jute which was shipped (or which came from) from India and was processed in mills around the town. These mills are no longer being used as working mills but have been altered to become offices, flats, discos. Many of the workers in the mills were women.

2.
What has happened to the old jute mills now? They’ve been changed
3.
Jute was one of the Js Dundee was famous for. What are the other two? Jam and Journalism
4.
Mrs Keillor made


(a)
Ice cream


(b)
Jam


(c)
Honey


(d)
Bread

5.
The weekly newspaper published by DC Thomson is 


(a)
The Scotsman


(b)
The Courier


(c)
The Sunday Post


(d)
The Press and Journal

6.
Minnie the Minx is a character from a comic. What is the name of another comic character? 


(a)
Oor Wullie


(b)
Desperate Dan


(c)
The man in the moon


(d)
Mr Brown

7.
This report on some of the history of Dundee has been delivered by?


(a)
a school pupil


(b)
a historian


(c)
a newspaper reporter


(d)
a museum curator
School

Task 7: Abbreviations and chart filling

In the conversation about school you will hear a number of subjects mentioned. Can you make out a timetable of the subjects you study in school? Some schools have six periods every day, some have eight. With a partner who has a different timetable you should make a copy of his/her timetable by asking each other questions like: ‘What subject do you have period 1 on Monday?’ This will encourage listening and offer the opportunity to ask for repetition of information not initially understood. 

	Period
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Monday
	???
	????
	???
	???
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thursday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Complete as appropriate to the individual.
Sometimes we abbreviate the names of the subjects, for example English becomes Eng.

Match the subjects to the abbreviations.
Subject 
Abbreviation

English 
HE

Geography 
Maths

Religious and Moral 
Education 
Eng

Home Economics
Geog

Mathematics 
RME
Task 8: Formation of questions, oral asking of these questions and written recording of answers
With a partner complete the following sentences with information from your time table. You will need to ask each other questions. Accept appropriate answers.

On Monday period 2 I study __________________________________.

Mr/Mrs/Ms _______________________________ teaches me History*.

I study Maths in room _______________________________________.

After lunch on Thursday I study _______________________________.

Last period on a Friday I have _________________________________.

* As appropriate to the individual timetable

Recording 3

Listen to the conversation between Maurice, new to Scotland, John and John’s grandmother.

1.
Maurice told John school had been different for him before coming to Scotland. How had it been different?


(a)
He had to wear uniform


(b)
He sat in rows and faced the teacher


(c)
He had to pay for his schooling


(d)
It was only boys who went to school

2.
John didn’t like the idea of not being able to choose his subjects. Which subjects did he not like at school?


(a)
Art and Music


(b)
Art and Maths


(c)
Music and Science


(d)
Art and Languages

3.
Grandmother told the boys the name of the strip of leather the teachers used when a pupil misbehaved. Was it a:


(a)
belt


(b)
cane


(c)
rope


(d)
strap?
4.
John told Maurice what he wanted to do when he left school. What did John want to do?


(a)
go to college


(b)
get a job right away


(c)
go to university


(d)
start an apprenticeship

Answer questions 5–8 with no more than three words.

5.
In which two ways were Maurice and Grandmother’s school experiences similar? Sitting in rows or facing the teacher

6.
Give one example of something very different in their school experience. computers

7.
Grandmother said the boys were very fortunate. Can you explain why she said that? using computers

8.
What made Grandmother scared at school? The strap

Answer questions 9–10 giving your own reasons.

9.
What do you think Maurice meant when he said ‘we didn’t want to misbehave anyway’?


Any suitable answer including the fact there were not enough places in school and people wanted to attend.

10.
If John were to go to the school Maurice had attended, what do you think his reactions would be?


Any reasonable answer is acceptable.

Transcripts

Recording 1: A holiday

A conversation between Monika and David about suggestions for a holiday destination.
Monika
I am wondering where I could go for my holidays. Have you any suggestions?
David
Why not come to Dundee for your holidays? It’s the sunniest city in Scotland.

Monika
Does that mean it’s always warm and sunny in Dundee?
David 
No, it can often be quite cold in Dundee. It is beside the River Tay and there’s often a cold wind, but Dundee does have more blue sky and sunshine than many other cities. There are lots of interesting things to do and see in Dundee: it’s called the City of Discovery.
Monika
Why has it got that name?
David 
Well, Captain Scott who was a famous explorer sailed from Dundee on a voyage of discovery to the Antarctic and now his ship, The Discovery, is moored in Dundee.
Monika
If I came to Dundee would I be able to see the old ship?

David
Oh yes you can even have a tour around it, see where the sailors slept and learn about how they spent their time on board in the cold sea of the Antarctic. There is also an excellent exhibition, The Discovery Point, just beside it, where you can read all about the lives of the sailors on board, how they were trapped in the ice and how eventually they were freed. You can watch a very interesting audio video presentation about it all.

Monika
What other things could I see and do if I come to Dundee?

David
Lots and lots. There are other old things to see like the Verdant Works, which is an old jute factory. Dundee used to be famous for jute manufacturing. Jute was a very important material before plastic was invented. If you like sport there are several sports centres where you can hire equipment and play badminton, squash, five-a-side football and lots of other sports. There are lots of public parks if you like walking or organising your own games, and two big football teams if you wanted to go to a match. If you like swimming there are plenty of swimming pools. 

Monika
I really like swimming – could I swim in the river?

David
No, you wouldn’t be able to swim in the river. It is much too dangerous and the currents are strong. Broughty Ferry, which is very near Dundee, is on the sea and you could swim there at the beach. There are frequent buses to Broughty Ferry from the city centre.

Monika
I enjoy shopping too. Would I be able to do that in Dundee?

David
Yes, Dundee has plenty of shops. It has two large shopping centres, the Overgate and the Wellgate, at opposite ends of the city centre. You can wander around the large stores all day and meet friends in cafes. There are also lots of smaller shops near to the city centre.

Monika
Are the shops open in the evenings too?

David
Other than the supermarkets, not many shops are open in the evenings but cafes and cinemas are places you could go to in the evenings.

Monika
I don’t have much money so where would I be able to stay if I came to Dundee?

David
You could stay in the new Youth Hostel which has just been opened. It is right in the city centre and in one of the oldest buildings in Dundee. It is cheap but very comfortable and you would be able to meet other young people. I think you would like it. I think you would like Dundee.

Monika
Thanks, I think I’d like to go to Dundee for my holiday this year.

Recording 2: Dundee

Dundee is known for its three Js: jute, jam and journalism. 

Jute, a long, soft, shiny plant fibre that can be spun into coarse, strong threads is produced from plants and was imported from India, brought to Dundee by ship and processed in the many mills around the town. Although no longer a thriving industry, there are many signs of the old industry about the town. Several of the old mills have been renovated and are now flats, offices or even a disco. There is a museum called Verdant Works where displays of the jute works and other areas of the social history of Dundee are set out in an interesting way for visitors to learn about Dundee in the past. Many women were employed in the jute mills.

Jam was made using locally grown fruit: strawberries and raspberries. A local family, the Keillors, made the jam in its factory and it was very famous. A popular myth is that one year a boatload of Spanish oranges landed in Dundee and, rather than let the oranges go to waste, Mrs Keillor boiled them and made a preserve, similar to jam and thus invented marmalade. As jam is not as popular nowadays the jam factory no longer exists in Dundee. The soft fruit, however, is still grown in the farms around Dundee and the industry has expanded considerably. For the summer months, all around the Dundee area, fruit farms are thriving with many workers coming from overseas to work picking fruit. Local people also pick the fruit: many people do this and either freeze the fruit or make their own jam. 

Although jute and jam are no longer made in Dundee, journalism still thrives. DC Thomson was established as a publishing business at the beginning of the 20th century. The firm now produces more than 200 million comics, books and magazines every year. The publications vary from comics, such as the Beano, the Dandy, the Bunty and Shoot for children, to specialist magazines such as Classic Stitches which caters for the enthusiastic sewer. There are daily and weekly newspapers published. The Courier and The Evening Telegraph are both daily local Dundee papers which give news and local information. These papers both have adverts for goods for sale, houses to let or buy, job vacancies, entertainment details and reports of local activities. The Sunday Post, which is of course a weekly paper, has a huge variety of articles in it including the famous cartoon strips, Oor Wullie and The 
Broons, both of which are based on life in Dundee. These characters first appeared in the late 1930s and have entertained and amused a lot of people in all the years since then. The comics published by DC Thomson are also very famous. They are The Dandy and The Beano and the characters, Desperate Dan and Minnie the Minx, have been turned into statues for all to see in the city centre. 

Recording 3: School

Maurice
School in my country is very different from school here.

John
In what way? What sort of things are different?

Maurice
Well we had far more pupils in our classes, about 40 of us, and we had to sit in rows one behind each other, about six rows across the classroom. We all faced the front and listened to the teacher.

Grandmother
Oh that’s how it was when I was a girl at school here in Dundee. We weren’t allowed to talk unless the teacher asked us a question. 

John
You weren’t allowed to talk! We have to talk, we have to work in groups and ask each other questions – that’s how we learn. It sounds as if Maurice and you had similar experiences at school.

Maurice
Our teacher stood at the front of the class and told us all the information we needed to learn. We all had to take PE and art and music as well as maths, science and, of course, learning about our country and our language too.

John
Did you not get to choose your subjects? I wouldn’t like to have to take art and music. I don’t like these subjects.  


I remember when I was in primary school we visited the old schoolroom at Ancrum Road School where they have a museum of an old classroom. The teacher put on a black gown and stood at the front and shouted at us. We were all scared.

Grandmother
Yes, I remember being scared at school. I remember the long strip of leather called the strap which the teacher used to hit us with if we misbehaved.

Maurice
We didn’t have anything like that, but we didn’t want to misbehave anyway because being able to attend school was special as there are not enough schools for all the children.

John
Here everyone has to go to school at least until they’re 16. We have lots of opportunities to choose the subjects we most enjoy and the ones we think will help us for the job we want to do after school. 

Maurice
What kind of work would you like to do when you leave school?

John
I want to go to university and study Computer Programming and then work designing software. Did you use computers in your classes?

Maurice
Oh yes, we all used computers, but we didn’t have nearly as many as you have in school here.

Grandmother
In my day we didn’t have computers in school and in fact only a few computers existed anywhere in the world and they were so big they took up a whole room. I am only now learning how to use a computer, you are so fortunate at school nowadays.
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