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Section 4: Black Power
In this booklet I am going to find out about:

· The ghettos

· The ghetto riots

· Malcolm X

· Black Muslims and the Nation of Islam

· Black Power

Topic 1: The ghettos
How the ghettos developed

‘Ghetto’ is the name used to describe the districts of inner cities where many poor black people lived in the United States of America (USA).

Ghettos appeared in the 1950s when rich white people moved out of the inner cities and bought houses in the suburbs where they had gardens and more space to live. Many of the poorer black people moved into the inner cities because rents were low and they could afford to live there.

This caused problems for the cities. Since the rich had moved away, they did not pay taxes to the city. The black people who moved in did not pay much in taxes. So the cities found themselves short of money. They could not afford to pay for good schools or hospitals. They could not even afford a good bus service!
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Activities
1.
What does the word ‘ghetto’ mean in the USA


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

2.
Copy this diagram showing how the people living in the inner cities changed.
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3.
Did this change mean the inner cities got more or less money from taxes?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

4.
Write down three things that got worse because cities had less money.


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

Being trapped in the ghetto

On top of that, the houses in the inner cities were not well looked after because the rents were very low and there was not enough money to pay for repairs. The houses began to decay. 

5.
Why did houses in the ghettos get worse?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

Conditions in the ghettos were very bad. Most people were unemployed, the houses were poor, services were poor, and there were problems with crime.


This was sometimes called ‘the poverty trap’. 

For education, the ‘poverty trap’ can work like this:

· people with a poor education cannot get good jobs

· if people do not have good jobs, they cannot pay taxes

· if they do not pay taxes, they cannot go to good schools

· if they cannot go to good schools, they cannot get a good education.

This takes us back to the point that ‘people with a poor education cannot get good jobs’!

For health, the ‘poverty trap’ works like this:

· people with poor health cannot work

· people who cannot work cannot pay for a doctor

· if people cannot pay a doctor, they cannot get cured!

There was no easy way for people to escape from the ghettos.
6.
Copy the diagram on page 4 showing some inner city problems.

7.
Complete this diagram below showing how the poverty trap affected education. 

8.
Complete another diagram showing how the poverty trap affected health.


Topic 2: The ghetto riots of the 1960s

Background
In the early 1960s, black people in the ghettos became very angry about what was happening to them. They found it very difficult to find someone to blame for problems that affected them such as:

· being poor

· having no jobs

· living in bad houses

· having bad schools and hospitals

· suffering racial prejudice.

They began to take their anger out on the police because most people in the ghettos were black but the police there were almost all white. Many of the black people thought the police represented ‘white power’ and as a result, began to treat the police as ‘the enemy’.

Source A is a young black man’s description of what happened to him and his friends one night.
Last night, a police officer stopped us and said ‘OK, everyone get off the street’.

I said, ‘Hey man! It’s summer. It’s really hot. We don’t have air conditioning like you rich white folks. We like to hang out with our brothers and sisters on the street till late in the cool night air. Where are we going to? We got no job to get up for in the morning.’

But the policeman came at us with his stick and his gun. He wanted to beat people on the head. He arrested one guy.

Activities

1.
Write down five problems black people suffered in the ghettos.


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

2.
Find two reasons why the people of the ghettos turned against the police.


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

3.
Give two reasons why Source A is useful evidence about how black youngsters argued with the police. (Remember to use more than source content in your answer.)


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

Intermediate 1 Extension

4.
Write down another two reasons why Source A is useful evidence about how black youngsters argued with the police.


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

The Watts riot 1965

In 1965, the first of the city riots took place in the Watts areas of Los Angeles. ‘The Watts’ was a ghetto slum. Ninety-eight percent of the population was black, but almost all of the policemen were white. 

August had been a very hot month and everyone was very bad tempered. One night, the police stopped a black youth for drunk driving. A fight broke out and it soon spread and turned into a riot, which lasted for six days. Much of ‘The Watts’ was set on fire. As a result, 34 people were killed, 900 were wounded and over 4,000 were arrested. 

Activities

5.
Where was ‘The Watts’? 


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

6.
What was the biggest difference between the people of ‘The Watts’ and the police force for that area?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

7.
What sparked off the riot? 


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

8.
Find three pieces of evidence to show that it was a serious riot.


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

The following year, there were 43 ‘race riots’. More ghetto districts were burned and many more people were killed. Most of the victims were black people shot by the police. Quite a number of these people had not been rioting but were simply in the wrong place at the wrong time.

Source B is from a government report about a riot in a ghetto.
A black security guard called Julius Dorsey was standing in front of a market. Three black people went up to him and demanded that he let them into the market to steal. Mr Dorsey argued with the three men. Finally, he took his pistol out and fired three shots into the air. Somebody then called the police.

The police were told that the looters had rifles. When a patrol car arrived at the market, the looters ran away. The policemen began to fire at them. When the firing stopped, one person lay dead. It was Julius Dorsey.

Activities

9.
Explain why Source B is useful evidence about a city riot.


Using the information above, decide which three statements below are true.

A.
Source B is a primary source

B.
Source B is a secondary source

C.
The purpose of Source B is to say there were supermarkets in the USA.

D.
The purpose of Source B is to show that riots were violent.

E.
Source B tells us about lootings and killings.

F.
Source B tells us about why the riot started.



Write a letter in each of the boxes.

In fact, most of the people who lived in the ghettos did not take part in the rioting. But some of them agreed with the young men who were fighting.

Source C is by a black woman who watched a riot happening.
I clean the white man’s dirt all the time. When the trouble began, something happened to me. I went on the roof to see what was going on. When I saw the cops were white I began to cry. I took this empty bottle and I threw it down on the cops and I was crying and laughing!

Activities

10.
Give two reasons why Source C is useful evidence about a ghetto riot. (Remember to use more than source content in your answer.)


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

Intermediate 1 Extension
11.
Write down another two reasons why Source C is useful evidence about a riot. 


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

Reaction to the riots

Civil Rights leaders said that violence was wrong but the young black men refused to listen. They had run out of patience. They were fed up of being pushed around and being treated as second class citizens.

They saw this as a chance to do something to show they were strong.

The government decided to spend more money on the inner cities to improve housing, hospitals and schools. This did not make much difference because more riots happened in the following two years.

Activities

12.
What did most civil rights leaders say about the riots?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

13.
Write down three reasons why many young black people ignored these civil rights leaders.


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

14.
What did the government do about the problems of the inner cities?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

15.
What evidence shows that the government’s work was not a success? 


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

Map

The map on page 15 shows where riots took place in American cities between 1965 and 1967. Trace this map and copy it into your jotter.

You do not have room to write down the names of the cities. 

Use different colours to show which cities had riots in the following years:
1965
1966
1967

You will need to write down which colour you have used for each year.

Some cities had riots in two different years, so show that by drawing two circles where the city is on the map.

Use colours to write a list of the cities where people died. 

Use this information to answer these questions.

16.
In which part of the USA did most riots take place?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

17.
Which year had most riots?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

18.
In which year did most people die?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________
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The Ghetto Problem

This table is similar to the one you completed in Booklets 3 and 4.

Use the information from this booklet to help you decide:

· how much the Civil Rights campaign achieved for black people in the North 

· what the ghetto riots achieved for black people in the North.

	The problem
	Why did this cause problems in the ghettos?
	What changes did the protests bring about?

	Jobs
	
	

	Pay
	
	

	Housing
	
	

	Schools
	
	

	Hospitals and health
	
	

	Discrimination
	
	

	The police
	
	


Topic 3: Malcolm X

At the same time as the riots were happening, a new group of protestors appeared. They did not support non-violence. They supported ‘Black Power’.

Malcolm X was one of the Black Power leaders. 

In Source A, Malcolm X criticised Martin Luther King’s idea of ‘integration’.
Martin Luther King wants to give Negroes a chance to sit in restaurants beside the same white people who have beaten and lynched black people for years. 
He wants black people to forgive the people who have beaten, bought and sold our people for over four hundred years.

Activities

1.
Use Source A to find three reasons why Malcolm X did not like the idea of integration.


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

Intermediate 1 Extension

2.
Write down another two reasons why some black people did not like the idea of integration.


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

Source B is another thing that Malcolm X said.
Non-violence is another word for defenceless.

I don’t go along with any kind of non-violence unless everyone is going to be non-violent. 

You get your freedom by letting everyone know you’ll do anything to get your freedom. It’s the only way to get it. Fight them and you’ll get your freedom.

3.
Use Source B to find two reasons why Malcolm X would not support non-violence.


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

4.
How did Malcolm X say black people were going to get their freedom?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

5.
Malcolm X was very critical of the ideas of Martin Luther King.

Use Source A and Source B to find two examples of how Malcolm X and Martin Luther King had different opinions.

	Martin Luther King
	Malcolm X

	
	

	
	


Malcolm X, Black Muslims and the Nation of Islam

Malcolm X was a member of the Nation of Islam. Its followers were often called ‘Black Muslims’.

They believed that their ancestors had been Muslims before they were made slaves. They said white slave owners had made them become Christians and even given them Christian names.

These people believed they were going back to their original religion as a step to reclaiming their black ‘roots’.

They also changed their names to show they had rejected ‘white’ culture. The famous boxer, Cassius Clay changed his name to Muhammad Ali. Other black Muslims replaced their surname with the letter ‘X’ to show that they did not know what their real name should be. 

Many followers of the Nation of Islam wanted to avoid white people because they thought they were ‘white devils’. They started their own shops and businesses and even their own schools. Some demanded a part of the United States where they could set up a separate black country.

Activities

6.
Why did some black people change their religion and become Muslims?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

7.
Why did some black people change their name? 


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

8.
Why did black Muslims want to avoid white people? 


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

9.
What did these black Muslims want the United States to give them?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

White reaction to Malcolm X

Many white people were upset by the speeches of Malcolm X when he talked about using violence and creating a separate black country in a part of the USA. He appeared to be a dangerous black racist. Some people in the US Government were especially worried about his influence.

Of course, the people who did not like Malcolm X used carefully chosen pieces of his speeches to give a bad impression of him. 

This did make some white people less willing to support the Civil Rights Movement.

Activities

10.
Write down two reasons why some white people were upset by Malcolm X.


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

11.
What effect did these speeches have on white support for Civil Rights?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

The Death of Malcolm X

Source C is part of a speech by Malcolm X.
We don’t go for desegregation. We go for separation. Separation is where you have your own. You control your own society.

12.
Give two reasons why Source C is useful evidence about the opinions of Malcolm X. (Remember to use more than source content in your answer.)


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

In fact, in 1964 Malcolm X had a big row with the leader of the Black Muslims and he left them. He went for a long visit to Africa where he changed his mind about white people. This made him unpopular with the Nation of Islam.

By 1965, Malcolm X had become very unpopular. That year, he was murdered by three members of the Nation of Islam. The FBI and CIA, which had been following him night and day for months, were not there to stop them.

Activities

13.
Which two groups of people did Malcolm X fall out with? 


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

14.
What was suspicious about the murder of Malcolm X?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

15.
Describe the work of Martin Luther King. (To answer this question you should complete this paragraph by using three of the words in the box below.)

Martin Luther King was a __________ minister. His aim was to gain Civil Rights for black people in America. He organised __________ to draw attention to the unfairness of segregation in the South. He was careful to emphasise that protests had to be __________ because this made the violent behaviour of the segregationists look even worse. By picking on single issues Martin Luther King eventually saw a Civil Rights Act being passed.

peaceful protests
Montgomery
Church
non-violent 

16.
Describe the work of Malcolm X. (To answer this question you should complete this paragraph by using three of the words in the box below.)

Malcolm X was a leader of the __________. He wanted to __________ black people from whites and to set up a part of America for coloured people. Malcolm X believed his supporters should __________ for their freedom and his speeches encouraged the idea of Black Power. However, Malcolm X fell out with the Black Muslims and three of them killed him.

sing
fight
Black Muslims
separate
17.
In this table, write down as many differences between the two men as you can find.

	Martin Luther King
	Malcolm X

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Topic 4: Black power!


By the mid 1960s, many black people were disappointed by the Civil Rights Movement even after the Civil Rights Act was passed.

Stokely Carmichael, leader of the SNCC, made this speech in 1966

I’m not going to beg for anything I deserve. I’m going to take it. We need power, Black Power!

The only way we are going to stop white men from beating us is to take over. We have been saying freedom for six years and we haven’t got anything. What we are going to start saying now is Black Power!

This was surprising because the full name of the SNCC was the ‘Student Non-violent Co-ordinating Committee’.

Many other Civil Rights Movements also began to use Stokely Carmichael’s slogan ‘Black Power’. They wanted to do more for themselves and both the SNCC and CORE expelled white members. 

The next chairman of the SNCC was even more extreme. He said:

The white man will not get off our backs, so we intend to knock him off. If it comes to the point that black people must have guns, we will find ways to obtain weapons.

Activities

1.
What was Stokely Carmichael’s new slogan? 


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

2.
How was this different from Martin Luther King’s idea?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

3.
Find two reasons why many people liked the idea of ‘Black Power’.


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

Reaction to ‘Black Power’

This idea shocked many white people who had supported the Civil Rights campaign. Indeed, many black people did not support the idea of violence. But they did like the idea of the dignity and confidence ‘Black Power’ gave black people.

In 1968, the whole world found out about ‘Black Power’ when two American athletes, Tommy Scott and John Carlos, wore black gloves and gave the Black Power salute when they were awarded medals at the Olympic Games. They also refused to look at the American flag while the national anthem was being played. 

This again divided support for the Civil Rights movement. Many white people were worried about it being ‘anti-American’ and black people were divided. The glory days of ‘sit ins’ and protest marches were long since gone. It appeared that Martin Luther King’s work had failed.

Activities

4.
Why did most black people not completely agree with ‘Black Power’? 


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

5.
Who protested at the 1968 Olympic Games?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

6.
Write down three things they did to make their protest.


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

7.
Why do you think many white Americans were shocked at this protest?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

Summary

The ideas of Martin Luther King were challenged by the ideas of the Black Power Movement.

8.
Use the table below to show what the different ideas were and the effect that these ideas had on coloured people and on the attitude of white people to the Civil Rights Movement.

	Martin Luther King’s ideas
	Black Power ideas
	The effect of these ideas on black people
	The effect of these ideas on white people

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


9.
In what ways do you think these new ideas made the Civil Rights Movement stronger?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

10.
In what ways do you think these new ideas weakened the Civil Rights Movement?


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________
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