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Historical Study – European and World (D256 09)
This topic provides an opportunity to examine key issues including the USA at the end of the First World War, as well as the growing demand for civil rights after 1945. The unit follows the requirements found in the Access 3 History arrangements document.
Outcomes

1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of historical developments and events. Historical developments are to be described with the support of relevant evidence and described accurately.

2. Explain historical developments and events. Historical developments are to be explained with the support of relevant evidence and from this, explained accurately.

3. Evaluate historical sources, taking account of its origin or purpose as well as understanding the content of the source.

The study theme is divided into several parts.

Free at Last? Race Relations in the USA 1918–68
Study the development of race relations in the USA during the years 1918–68, illustrating themes of ideas, identity and power.
· The USA at the end of the First World War

· The social, political and economic status of different ethnic groups in the USA

· The ‘Jim Crow’ Laws

· Changing attitudes towards immigrants during the 1920s

· The actions and activities of the Ku Klux Klan

Growing demand for civil rights after 1945

–
Reasons for growth of civil rights

–
Peaceful and violent activities of civil rights and black radical protest movements during the 1950s and 1960s

–
The roles of Martin Luther King, Stokely Carmichael and Malcolm X

–
Response of state and federal authorities to these campaigns

–
The impact of the campaigns on US society.

The unit contains a variety of learning and teaching approaches, which cover the following range of skills:

· interpret and evaluate historical source material

· record information from a variety of sources, such as books, notes, electronic or audio-visual materials

· take part in discussion to develop the ability to think independently and make informed judgements

· develop the skills of producing written or oral responses for a variety of purposes.
Articulation with Curriculum for Excellence

‘The purpose of the Curriculum for Excellence is to improve the learning, attainment and achievement of children and young people in Scotland… and acquire the full range of skills and abilities to growing, living and working in the contemporary world.’

As a teaching resource, this unit endeavours to fully and comprehensively provide an opportunity to reflect on positive learning and teaching. As such, the seven principles that underpin Curriculum for Excellence are considered in the development of this resource:

· challenge and enjoyment

· breadth

· progression

· depth

· personalisation and choice

· coherence and relevance.

This resource provides clear foundations that can be adapted to suit the learner. In this way, the resource, while adhering to the key learning outcomes and arrangements, does not expect rigid application. It provides a springboard for new opportunities, concepts and ideas. In its truest sense, the comprehensiveness of the content offers full coverage of the syllabus, and as a teaching resource, can be tailored to suit the requirements of the learner.

Free at Last? Race Relations in the USA 1918–68 meets the requirements of Curriculum for Excellence in the following ways:

Successful learners
Enthusiasm and motivation for learning can be achieved. Literacy-based activities will provide an opportunity to further develop literacy skills to an appropriate standard by the fulfillment of activities within the unit. 
The evaluation of historical sources will provide learners with an opportunity to display their knowledge and understanding, and in turn explain historical developments. It will also provide an opportunity to evaluate historical sources.
Communication skills can be progressed. Discussion and debate can be facilitated on any of the unit themes. 
Numeracy skills can be effectively developed through the use of different types and styles of graphs and tables.
Learners are encouraged to express reasoned evaluations/opinions throughout.
It can provide opportunities to learn independently or as part of a group; students could work through this unit with varying degrees of tutor input.

Confident individuals
This unit draws upon key concepts that underpin citizenship. Learners are given the opportunity to ascertain the impact of racial and cultural forces in the United States of America at this time. In many respects, the unit provides the opportunity to equip learners with an awareness of changes within US society during the 19th and 20th centuries.
Learners have a clearer grasp of the society in which they live. 

The unit provides a framework that encourages independent thought, discussion and debate.
The variety of tasks/activities within the resource can provide potential for the development of inter-personal and communication skills of the learner
Responsible citizens

Develop knowledge and understanding of the world and the USA’s place in it. Learners will also understand different beliefs and cultures. They will have the opportunity to investigate the impact of multi-culturalism within US society. Learners will be provided with a chance to understand the impact of immigration and the cultural divisions that became apparent thereafter.
Develop informed, ethical views of complex issues. The learner is provided with appropriate information from which their critical thinking skills can be developed. In other words, they will have the opportunity to make judgements and develop values.

Effective contributors
This unit enables the learner to communicate in different ways and in different settings. Learners have the opportunity to use a variety of communication skills, for example, pictorial, statistical, graphic and verbal. 

Learners may also have the opportunity to develop technological skills through investigative work or through presentations. Learners, through the variation in learning and teaching approaches, can be afforded the chance to establish a more enterprising attitude. In such a way, scope for alteration, adaptation or development is encouraged where learners have developed a real interest or enthusiasm for a subject/activity. 

Some of the exercises involve group discussions, critical thinking and problem solving. Learners have the opportunity to work collaboratively as well as independently in developing informed attitudes.
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