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INTRODUCTION

Introduction

My learning targets Done?

When?

1

To know the appropriate way to present information in
an email in Chinese

To be able to give information about myself

To be able to give information about family

To be able to describe places in town

a | b~ | W N

Tobe able to describe onebd
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ACTIVITY 1

Activity 1. Reading and comprehension

Targets for Activity 1

My learning targets Done? When?

1 To become familiar with the way personal information,
hobbies and fun places in a town are presented in a
short piece of writing

2 To be able to use the appropriate way to address
different members of a family in Mandarin
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ACTIVITY 1

@ Exercise 1.1: Reading comprehension

You are taking part in a summer exchange programme
in Beijing which has been organised between Scotland
and China.

Your exchange partner in China introduces herself by email.

47 %' C3CO<malili@yahoacom>
X' <linna@yahoo.co.uk>
' 2008 11-21
y Yy .0
20)
1 CXO o« H DA ~ U A v Vv Ao
o) O 0
4y Abl J S s Apl @ A
“ o A a " n aA 7 A - A
mn % 92
Y 3 A A vy A @ Yo A
By “ ) 4 A N Ao
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ACTIVITY 1

B NI ANI A =04 L a a_
~a_ T #FEdnNQ AN Q A v vV
i A w8 " @ n &
I @ 9A
Eel
Caoo
” ‘ 1 21
Vocabulary
H 0 Ji Uol i % h u ®xkchange partner
y¥ng already
bi i @] cousin; sister-in-law
bi oj i Dm i -cousins;sister-in-law

ti On Unm®n Tiananmen Square

changchéng the Great Wall of China
g%godng the Forbidden City
ti Unt &n Temple of Heaven
XQw’' ng hope
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ACTIVITY 1

)L X Questions

1. Who is Ma Lili?

2. What age is she?

3. What two things does she ask about you?

4, List three things she tells you about her father.

5. List three things she tells you about her mother.

6. List three things she tells you about her cousin.

7.  What can you do in Beijing? Mention four things.

8.  What does she like to do? Mention three things.

9.  What questions does she ask you?
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ACTIVITY 1

Language points (1)
1.1 Brothers and sisters

When saying dny brotherséor der sisterséin Chinese, you
need to be careful because the English word drotherd can

either mean g U g (elder brother) or didi (younger brother) and
Gisterb can either mean j i M¢lderesister) or mé mei (younger
sister) in Chinese. When unsure one can say 1 vwwdde xi @ngd3 men
for dny brotherséand v tUde | i Momder sistarstn
1.2 Cousin )
o D
There are several words in Chinese for cousin in the same way >
that there are different words for sisters and brothers. Cousin &&&
can mean | t §ngxi @ntgngdi, t8ngji N
tangmeéi, 1 bi doxi Onhi P0d3 bi Z0oapd N bi Joim |

Chinese. So which one to choose? In general, you can follow these hints:

1. Fi r st deci de whether they are on your fatt

they are on your famt hef 6sheydareusenr your
side, use bi 20
2.  Second decide whether they are older or younger than you. If they are
older than you, use | x i @forgnale or j ifdd female; if they are
younger than you, use di for male or mei for female.

1.3 yjing

o] y . joomhich means @lreadydin English, is used as a time
adverb and is placed in front of the verb in a sentence to stress the
fact that Gomething has happened.6

When we want to state the fact in English that someone is married, we can
simply say &he is married.6 However, since characters in Chinese do not
reflect the change of tense themselves, sentences like this often add the

adverb in front of the verb to show something has already happened. In
this case, 6 @ AdTU | i ®siniply expresses the fact that she got
married. However, 6 @ AdT U oynlgj | i i®usdd to sttess the fact

that she is married.
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ACTIVITY 1

JL X Exercise 1.2: Confusing family members!

The one-child policy means Chinese children will have a lot of
cousins. Addressing cousins in Chinese can be a daunting
task. Try to answer the following questions. You can refer to
Language points (1) on the previous page for help.

If you have one elder brother and a younger sister, what do you call them
in Chinese?
Your answer:

If you have an elder sister, what do you call her in Chinese?
Your answer:

David has a cousin called Tom. He
one year younger than David. What word should David use to address
him?

Your answer:

Your father has a younger sister. She has a daughter called Lindsay. She
is older than you. What word should you use to address her?
Your answer:

Johnés mother has a younger sister

who is two years older than John. What word should John use to address
him?
Your answer:

Janebds father has an el dethreelygast her .

younger than Jane. What word should Jane use to address him?
Your answer:
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ACTIVITY 1

Write down two things you did well in this part and one thing you could have
done better if any.

. "Cyaucvuz o

: ,Gm”/Stm".

X SR
\/ Two starse

W One wish ¢é
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ACTIVITY 2

Activity 2: Language

Targets for Activity 2

My learning targets

Done?

When?

1 To know how to turn personal pronouns into plural by

using men

2 To know how to use ~

de to form possessive pronouns
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ACTIVITY 2

Language points (2)

2.1 Possessive pronouns

Singular Possessive Plural Possessive pronouns
pronouns
(1 (my) T (we) T (our)
a0 (you) & (your) a7 (you) T (your)
&1 (he) 61 (his) BI T (they) BT (their)
(she) (her) T (they, female) T (their, female)

2.2 Usageof 6 mendand 6" ded

A.  When we pluralise personal pronouns suchas w3 & n% 6l t° and
t” in Chinese, we simply add the suffix word T men.

B. How can we express dny,6&ourd disd derd @ur§ ourband dheirsdin
Chinese? In Chinese we add the character de meaning ®f6 after
personal pronouns such as W% & n% 0T nimen etc.

C. de may be omitted before nouns where the possessor has a close
relationship with the person or object. For example, wZde m”
ma (my mother) can be written as w#m ‘ma and t” de
b&ba as t” b&a. However, when there are more than one
possessor, one cannot say bl T t'mun bsa or T wZinLn
m ‘ma
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ACTIVITY 2

Exercise 2.1

Y{ { Uselanguagepoints(2) to help you. How would you

English Chinese

my father

her mother

his mother

her older brother

our younger sister

your son

their daughter

our sons

my elder sisters

his younger brothers

Exercise 2.2

YL { Translate the following Chinese phrases into English.

Chinese English

T
Eol
DT
[
6l T

T
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ACTIVITY 2

Exercise 2.3

YL [{ Use de to fill in the blanks where necessary.

1 3] 2

3 4. BT

5 T 6

7 4 8. bl ]

Exercise 2.4

L X Decide whether the following phrases are correct. If the phrase is right,
draw a smile after it and draw a cross if it is incorrect.

1. 2. bl T 3.
4 bl 5. T 6
7 T 8. 9 T
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ACTIVITY 2

Write down two things you did well in this part and one thing you could have
done better if any.

. '('yau/(m& Tt

: 9@&@:

X SR
\/ Two starseé

Y} One wish &
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ACTIVITY 3

Activity 3. Writing

& Targets for Activity 3

My learning targets Done? When?
1 To be able to write basic personal information
2 To be able to present personal information for my family

members

3 To be able to talk about my jobs and hobbies

4 To be able to give information on places in a town
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ACTIVITY 3

Language points (3) 2

?
" ma
We canadd =~ atthe end of an affirmative sentence to turn it into a question
sentence. For example, &l A dmeans de likes football.6But we can
add = atthe end and turn it into a question sentence: @o * dwhich

means @o you like football?6
To answer a question, we can say: 6  6for §esbor @ ofor mod

When describing your favourite leisure activities we can use the verb
x Wh (tdllike). For example, the sentence structure for @ like footballd(

) would be &ubject () + verb( )+ object( )OI in other words, just
like English word order.

When expressing dislikes, we can add a in front of the verb to turn an
affirmative sentence into a negative sentence. Thus, if we want to say @ do not
like footballdbwe can say: 6 a Ao
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ACTIVITY 3

Exercise 3.1 e
QD)

Are you familiar with how to present personal and other ) A ,

types of information? For example, what people do in their s o~

free time? Before you write, check whether you can say the following in
Chinese. You can make notes in the space provided. You may compare your
notes with your partner or someone in the class when you finish.

English Mandarin

How to present personal information:
your name

your age

your birthday

where you live

English Mandarin

How to present professions and
information about family members:

My mot her is é (age
She is é (job)
Example:

My mother is a sales assistant. My dad is

an engineer.
English Mandarin
How to express your hobbies using 6
O(like) and & o(dislike)
Example:

| like playing basketball.

Idonét | ike playing

20 LIFESTYLES i EDUCATION AND WORK (INT 1, CHINESE LANGUAGES)

© Learning and Teaching Scotland 2009




ACTIVITY 3

English Mandarin
How to express places for funin a

town by using y % (have, has) and

¥V q#£ (goto)

Example:

There are lots of fun places in Edinburgh.

You can go to the seaside.

English Mandarin

How to ask people for personal
information.

Example:

How old are you?
When is your birthday?
What are your hobbies?

Exercise 3.2

Now compare your notes of Exercise 3.1 with the answers below.

English Mandarin
How to present personal information: | How to present your personal
information:
your name S s s R
1 aaaA
our age S s os R
y g aaa A
your birthday 33a aaa A
where you live B aaaA
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ACTIVITY 3

English

Mandarin

How to present professions and
information family members:

How to present professions and
information family members:

My mother is é (age aaa A
She is é (professio aaaA
Example: Example:
My mother is a sales assistant. My dad is ° A
an engineer. A
English Mandarin
How to express your hobbies using 6 | How to express your hobbies
O(like) and & o(dislike) using 6 6(like) and & 6
Example: (dislike)
| like playing basketball. Example:
I dondt 1i ke playin‘b i 4
@3 ipoe g
English Mandarin

How to express places for funin a
town by using y % (have, has) and
V¥ q# (goto)

Example:

There are lots of fun places in Edinburgh.

You can go to the seaside.

How to express places for fun in
a town by using y %4 (have,
has) and W q# (go to)

Example:
()
20+ JuM

>
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ACTIVITY 3

English Mandarin

How to ask people for personal How to ask people for personal
information. information.

Example: Example:

How old are you? a0

When is your birthday? 0 O 0

What are your hobbies? a0 ns.

Exercise 3.3

How would you say these phrases in Chinese? Write down your answers.
Translation of the names is provided for you.

1. Hello. My Chinese name is Liu Yun. | am 10. | have one
sister, who is 6.
LiuYun: T T

2. My Chinese name is Wang Xingli. | am 12. | like
dancing.
Wang Xingli: & GO

3. Hello. | am Paul. | am 11. | have a brother, 13 and a
sister, 9.
Paul:

4, My name is Jane. | am 14. | have a good friend. Her
(= name is Hannah. She is 15. We like going on walks.
Jane  [Ji¥A]
Hannah [Hanna]
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ACTIVITY 3

Exercise 3.4

Put the following sentences into English.

1. Y~ A Bl A

2 1 A

3 v 4 Anp A

4 vy A e A

5 bl b Al A
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