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Introduction 

 

My learning targets Done? When? 

1 To know the appropriate way to present information in 

an email in Chinese 

  

2 To be able to give information about myself   

3 To be able to give information about family    

4 To be able to describe places in town    

5 To be able to describe oneôs hobbies    
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Activity 1: Reading and comprehension  

 

Targets for Activity 1 
 

My learning targets Done? When? 

1 To become familiar with the way personal information, 

hobbies and fun places in a town are presented in a 

short piece of writing  

  

2 To be able to use the appropriate way to address 

different members of a family in Mandarin 
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 Exercise 1.1: Reading comprehension 

You are taking part in a summer exchange programme 

in Beijing which has been organised between Scotland 

and China.  

 

Your exchange partner in China introduces herself by email.  

 

 

֒ӝ̔ ѠѠ <malili@yahoo.com>  

֒ӝ̔  <linna@yahoo.co.uk> 

  ̔2008- 11- 21 

ў  ̔Ӈ  טֵ

 

̔ 

 ᴔ ˻ 

 ѠѠ̆ ᴔ Ӈ Ȃטֵ ︠Ц Ȃ ү ү︠ү Ȃᴔ

̙ᴔ ΰ ΰ ̙ 

 

 ҷ︠ Ȃӹ ת̆ ӹ ᵾȂӹ ѐ Ȃ

︠ὧ Ȃ а ת̆ ӑȂ ᴐȂ ҃ Ȃᴔ

ṁӣѫ ᴐ̙ 

 

 Уэ Ȃ Ȃ ү︠ҷ Ȃ ҩ̆ Уэ Ȃ

ӹУ ̆ Ȃ ӹУ Ȃᴔ ̙ 
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 ᴃ ӏאӏȂא Ȃᴔ Ԉ ȁ ȁ  

ȁ ̆҂ Ԉ Ὠ Ȃאӏ Ὠ Ȃ ̆ ѵѶ Ȃ

⁮ Ȃᴔᴃ ̙ᴔ ӣѫ̙ 

 

 ⁮ᴔ ᶕȂ 

 

 ᴔ 

   

 

 ѠѠ 

̌̊̊̒ ̋1 21  

 

 

Vocabulary 

 

Ӈ   b¨n exchange partnerבJiǕoli¼ hu  טֵ

 y½jǭng already  

 biׅojiŊ cousin; sister-in-law 

 biׅojiŊm¯i cousins; sister-in-law 

 tiǕn Ǖnm®n  Tiananmen Square 

 chángchéng  the Great Wall of China 

 g½gǾng the Forbidden City  

 tiǕnt§n Temple of Heaven 

  xǭw¨ng hope 
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 Questions 
 

1. Who is Ma Lili?  

_________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What age is she?  

_________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What two things does she ask about you?  

_________________________________________________________ 

 

4. List three things she tells you about her father.  

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

5. List three things she tells you about her mother.  

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

6. List three things she tells you about her cousin.  

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What can you do in Beijing? Mention four things.  

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What does she like to do? Mention three things.  

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What questions does she ask you?  

_________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________ 
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Language points (1)  
 

1.1 Brothers and sisters  

 

When saying ómy brothersô or óher sistersô in Chinese, you 

need to be careful because the English word óbrotherô can 

either mean  gǛge (elder brother) or  dìdi (younger brother) and 

ósisterô can either mean  jiŊjie (elder sister) or  mè mei (younger 

sister) in Chinese. When unsure one can say Ἰ ԏwϤde xiǾngd³ men 

for ómy brothersô and ԏ tǕde jiŊm¯i men for óher sistersô.  

 

1.2 Cousin 

 

There are several words in Chinese for cousin in the same way 

that there are different words for sisters and brothers. Cousin 

can mean Ἰ t§ngxiǾng, tángdì,  t§ngjiŊ,  

tángmèi, Ἰ biϠoxiǾng,  biϠod³, biϠojiŊ and biϠom¯i in 

Chinese. So which one to choose? In general, you can follow these hints:  

 

1. First decide whether they are on your fatherôs side or motherôs side. If 

they are on your fatherôs side, use táng; if they are on your motherôs 

side, use biϠo. 

2. Second decide whether they are older or younger than you. If they are 

older than you, use Ἰ xiǾng for male or  jiŊ for female; if they are 

younger than you, use  dì for male or  mèi for female. 

 

1.3 yjׇng  

 

ó  yׇjǭngô, which means óalreadyô in English, is used as a time 

adverb and is placed in front of the verb in a sentence to stress the 

fact that ósomething has happened.ô     

When we want to state the fact in English that someone is married, we can 

simply say óShe is married.ô However, since characters in Chinese do not 

reflect the change of tense themselves, sentences like this often add the 

adverb  in front of the verb to show something has already happened. In 

this case, ó ҩȂô TǕ ji®hȊn le simply expresses the fact that she got 

married. However, ó ҩȂô TǕ yϢjǭng ji®hȊn le is used to stress the fact 

that she is married.  
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 Exercise 1.2: Confusing family members! 
 

The one-child policy means Chinese children will have a lot of 

cousins. Addressing cousins in Chinese can be a daunting 

task. Try to answer the following questions. You can refer to 

Language points (1) on the previous page for help. 

 

1. If you have one elder brother and a younger sister, what do you call them 

in Chinese? 

 Your answer:  

 _________________________________________________________ 

 

2. If you have an elder sister, what do you call her in Chinese?  

 Your answer:  

 _________________________________________________________ 

 

3. David has a cousin called Tom. He is Davidôs fatherôs brotherôs son. He is 

one year younger than David. What word should David use to address 

him?  

 Your answer:  

 _________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Your father has a younger sister. She has a daughter called Lindsay. She 

is older than you. What word should you use to address her?  

 Your answer:  

 _________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Johnôs mother has a younger sister, Catherine. Catherine has one son 

who is two years older than John. What word should John use to address 

him?  

 Your answer:  

 _________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Janeôs father has an elder brother. He has a son who is three years 

younger than Jane. What word should Jane use to address him?  

 Your answer:  

 _________________________________________________________ 
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Write down two things you did well in this part and one thing you could have 

done better if any.  

 

Two starsé 

 

 

 

 

 

One wish é 
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Activity 2: Language 

 

Targets for Activity 2 
 

My learning targets Done? When? 

1 To know how to turn personal pronouns into plural by 

using men  

  

2 To know how to use de to form possessive pronouns    
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Language points (2) 
 

2.1 Possessive pronouns 

 

 

Singular Possessive 

pronouns 

Plural Possessive pronouns 

(I) (my) ԏ(we) ԏ (our) 

ᴔ(you) ᴔ (your) ᴔԏ(you) ᴔԏ (your) 

ӹ(he) ӹ (his) ӹԏ(they) ӹԏ (their) 

(she) (her) ԏ(they, female) ԏ (their, female) 

 

 

2.2 Usage of ó menô and ó deô  

 

A. When we pluralise personal pronouns such as w¾, ᴔ n½, ӹ t  ́ and 

 t  ́ in Chinese, we simply add the suffix word ԏ men.  

 

B. How can we express ómy,ô óyourô, óhisô, óherô, óourô, óyourô and ótheirsô in 

Chinese? In Chinese we add the character de meaning óofô after 

personal pronouns such as  w¾̆ ᴔ n½̆ ᴔԏ n½men etc. 

 

C. de may be omitted before nouns where the possessor has a close 

relationship with the person or object. For example,  w¾ de m´

ma (my mother) can be written as  w¾ m ḿa and t  ́ de  

b§ba as  t  ́ b§ba. However, when there are more than one 

possessor, one cannot say ӹԏ  t ḿµn b§ba or ԏ  w¾mµn 

m ḿa 
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Exercise 2.1 

 
 Use Language points (2) to help you. How would you say é  

 

English  Chinese  

my father   

her mother   

his mother   

her older brother   

our younger sister   

your son   

their daughter   

our sons   

my elder sisters   

his younger brothers   

 

 

Exercise 2.2 
 

 Translate the following Chinese phrases into English.  

 

Chinese  English  

  

ԏ   

ᴔ   

ᴔԏ   

ӹ   

ӹԏ   

  

ԏ   
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Exercise 2.3 
 

 Use  de to fill in the blanks where necessary.  

 

1. ӹ_______  2. _______  

3. _______҉  4. ӹԏ_______  

5. ԏ_______  6. _______҉ 

7. _______ _______  8. ӹ_______ _______  

 

 

Exercise 2.4 

 
 Decide whether the following phrases are correct. If the phrase is right, 

draw a smile after it and draw a cross if it is incorrect. 

 

 

1.  2. ӹԏ  3.  

4. ӹ  5. ԏ  6.  

7. ԏ 8.  9. ԏ  
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Write down two things you did well in this part and one thing you could have 

done better if any.  

 

Two starsé 

 

 

 

 

 

One wish é 
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Activity 3: Writing 

 

 Targets for Activity 3 

 

My learning targets Done? When? 

1 To be able to write basic personal information    

2 To be able to present personal information for my family 

members  

  

3 To be able to talk about my jobs and hobbies    

4 To be able to give information on places in a town    
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Language points (3) 
 

 ma 

We can add  at the end of an affirmative sentence to turn it into a question 

sentence. For example, óӹ Ȃô means óHe likes football.ô But we can 

add  at the end and turn it into a question sentence: óᴔ ̙ô which 

means óDo you like football?ô  

 

To answer a question, we can say: ó ô for óyesô or óаô for ónoô. 

 

When describing your favourite leisure activities we can use the verb  

xϢhuǕn (to like). For example, the sentence structure for óI like footballô (

) would be óSubject ( ) + verb( )+ object( )ô ï in other words, just 

like English word order.  

 

When expressing dislikes, we can add а in front of the verb to turn an 

affirmative sentence into a negative sentence. Thus, if we want to say óI do not 

like footballô we can say: óа Ȃô   
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Exercise 3.1  
 

Are you familiar with how to present personal and other 

types of information? For example, what people do in their 

free time? Before you write, check whether you can say the following in 

Chinese. You can make notes in the space provided. You may compare your 

notes with your partner or someone in the class when you finish.  

 

English Mandarin 

How to present personal information: 

your name 

your age 

your birthday  

where you live 

 

 

 

English Mandarin 

How to present professions and 

information about family members:  

My mother is é (age).  

She is é (job)  

Example:  

My mother is a sales assistant. My dad is 

an engineer.  

 

 

 

English Mandarin 

How to express your hobbies using ó

ô (like) and óа ô (dislike)  

Example: 

I like playing basketball.  

I donôt like playing badminton.  
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English Mandarin 

How to express places for fun in a 

town by using  y¾u (have, has) and 

 q± (go to)  

Example: 

There are lots of fun places in Edinburgh. 

You can go to the seaside.  

 

 

 

 

English Mandarin 

How to ask people for personal 

information.  

Example:  

How old are you?  

When is your birthday?  

What are your hobbies?  

 

 

 

Exercise 3.2  
 

Now compare your notes of Exercise 3.1 with the answers below. 

 

English Mandarin 

How to present personal information: 

your name 

your age 

your birthday  

where you live 

How to present your personal 

information:  

 ȁȁȁȂ 

ȁȁȁ Ȃ 

ȁȁȁ ȁȁȁ  Ȃ 

ᴃ  ȁȁȁȂ 
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English Mandarin 

How to present professions and 

information family members:  

My mother is é (age).  

She is é (profession)  

Example:  

My mother is a sales assistant. My dad is 

an engineer.  

How to present professions and 

information family members:  

ȁȁȁ Ȃ 

ȁȁȁȂ 

Example:  

Ȃ  

Ȃ 

 

 

English Mandarin 

How to express your hobbies using ó

ô (like) and óɜ ô (dislike)  

Example: 

I like playing basketball.  

I donôt like playing badminton.  

How to express your hobbies 

using ó ô (like) and óɜ ô 

(dislike) 

Example: 

ᾤ ḭ ϥ 

ᾤᵌ ḭ ᶛ ϥ 

 

 

English Mandarin 

How to express places for fun in a 

town by using  y¾u (have, has) and 

 q± (go to)  

Example: 

There are lots of fun places in Edinburgh. 

You can go to the seaside.  

How to express places for fun in 

a town by using  y¾u (have, 

has) and  q± (go to)  

Example: 

Ф Ȃ 

ᴔ Ԉ  
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English Mandarin 

How to ask people for personal 

information.  

Example:  

How old are you?  

When is your birthday?  

What are your hobbies?  

How to ask people for personal 

information.  

Example:  

ᴔ ̙ 

ᴔ ΰ ΰ ̙ 

ᴔ ӣѫ̙ 

 

 

Exercise 3.3 
 

How would you say these phrases in Chinese? Write down your answers. 

Translation of the names is provided for you.  

 

1. Hello. My Chinese name is Liu Yun. I am 10. I have one 

sister, who is 6.  

 Liu Yun: †Ҵ 

 

 

 

2. My Chinese name is Wang Xingli. I am 12. I like 

dancing.  

 Wang Xingli: ὰѠ 

 

 

 

3. Hello. I am Paul. I am 11. I have a brother, 13 and a 

sister, 9.  

Paul: ᶑ  

 

 

 

4. My name is Jane. I am 14. I have a good friend. Her 

name is Hannah. She is 15. We like going on walks.  

 Jane  [Ji¼n] 

 Hannah  [Hànnà] 
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Exercise 3.4  
 

Put the following sentences into English.   

 

1. ҷ︠ Ȃӹ Ȃ 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Ȃ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. ү︠ҷ Ȃӹ Ȃ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. ︠ү Ȃ ѐ Ȃ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. ӹ ︠Ь Ȃӹ Ȃ 

 

 

 


