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Study-related contexts
ESOL: Work and Study-related Contexts (Intermediate 1) is a freestanding unit. This unit will help you to develop your speaking, writing, listening and reading skills in a vocational context. There are four outcomes:

1. Communicate orally in English for vocational purposes.

2. Produce written English for vocational purposes.

3. Demonstrate an understanding of spoken English in a vocational context.

4. Demonstrate an understanding of written English in a vocational context.

This support material will focus on study-related contexts and will help you to prepare for these outcomes by giving you practice in similar tasks and by introducing or revising the vocabulary and grammar necessary to help you develop these skills.
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Introduction
Aims:

· to think about the purpose of a text

· to become familiar with different ways of asking questions

· to become familiar with the markers of informal/formal language

· to use effective linking words

· to use comparative words/expressions.
The material in this section will provide practice in the vocabulary and grammar needed to deal with study-related topics.

Task 1: Listening

Fatima has just arrived in her new school. Luckily, Anna is there to look after her. 
Listen carefully to their first conversation and then complete the following tasks:

Here is the conversation again but some of the words are missing. 

Fill in each blank space with one word:

Anna:
Hello, Fatima. How are you?

Fatima:
Fine. How are you?

Anna:
Very well, thanks. My name’s Anna.


How long have you been in ____________ ?

Fatima:
Two weeks.

Anna:
Where are you from?

Fatima:
____________ .

Anna:
I’m from Poland but I’ve been here for three years. 


It’s a nice school – you’ll ____________ it here. 


Do you have your timetable yet?

Fatima:
Pardon?

Anna:
Your timetable tells you which ____________ to go to. I’ll take you to Mr Morrison. He’s in charge of our year. 


What’s your favourite subject?

Fatima:
Pardon?

Anna:
Do you like maths or ____________ or geography?

Fatima:
I like science. 

Anna:
So do I. Maybe we’ll be in the same class.

Fatima:
Yes.

Anna:
Don’t worry if you’re feeling nervous – you’ll settle in soon…


Let’s go and get your ____________ and then I’ll show you around.

	Asking questions
The main ‘question’ words are:

what 
when
where 
who
why
how


Find these kinds of questions in the dialogue above and write them here:

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

You will notice that there is another way of asking questions:
· Do you have your timetable yet?

· Do you like maths or science or geography?

Try some of these questions. Remember to use the correct form of ‘do’:

I/you/we/they do
he/she/it does

· Do we start at 9 o’clock?

· Does she have her ticket?
Now try some yourself.
One other way of asking questions is to use question tags:
· You’re at this school, aren’t you?

· I haven’t met you before, have I?

You can see that you add a negative question tag after a positive statement and a positive question tag after a negative statement.

Complete these questions by adding an appropriate tag:

1.
English is a difficult language, ____________________?

2.
You don’t like maths, ____________________?

3.
We’ve got a lot of homework, ____________________?

Task 2: Speaking

In pairs, prepare a short conversation like the one above. One of you should be a new pupil and the other a pupil who has been here for a while. Think about questions you will ask and answer.

Informal language
In your conversation, you will probably use informal language. This is the way you speak or write to family and friends. A marker of informal language is the use of contractions:
don’t
doesn’t 
can’t
wouldn’t
what’s
I’ll
Write down the full forms of these contractions:

don’t
do not

doesn’t
____________

can’t
____________

wouldn’t
____________

what’s
____________

I’ll
I will

you’ll
____________

she’ll
____________

he’ll
____________

we’ll
____________

they’ll
____________

I’m
I am

you’re
____________

Make sure you understand the following words:
school
timetable
class
subject
student
language
homework

Task 3: Writing

In school, students are encouraged to express their opinions on controversial subjects. Controversial subjects are subjects people argue about, like homework or school uniform.
The most important thing is to express your views calmly; if you shout, nobody will listen. You should also try to express your views in a structured way, so you don’t get mixed up. Finally, you should have some evidence to back up your opinions.
The same advice applies to writing down your opinions:
· use calm language; if you are too extreme, your readers might dismiss your views

· plan and structure your writing to make sure you cover everything in an ordered way

· always give examples/proof to back up your views.
Linking words/expressions help to structure your writing effectively:

· First of all… use this expression to introduce your first reason

· In addition…/Moreover…/Furthermore… use any of these words to introduce other reasons

· However… use this word to introduce an opposing view

· In conclusion… begin your summing up with this expression

If you have a very clear view, your writing should be persuasive; your aim is to persuade your readers to agree with you. If you see both sides of the argument, your writing will be more balanced, although you may come to a firm conclusion by the end. Whether your writing is persuasive or balanced, it should be quite formal, so do not use contractions.

Here, then, is the outline of a balanced essay about homework. Fill in as much detail as you can. Before you begin, make some notes about the positive aspects of homework and the negative things:

Homework
Good points
Bad points
helps you to pass exams
too many subjects/too much 

homework

you can revise what you learn
too tired after working all day
in school

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
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Homework
Students often complain about homework. I complain sometimes but I know homework is important.
First of all, it is important because _____________________________

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Moreover, homework is necessary because ______________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
However, teachers should remember that we study many subjects ____
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Furthermore, teachers should realise that we are tired at the end of the day 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
In conclusion, I think ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Task 4: Writing

Now plan and write your own essay. Choose your favourite subject and explain why other students should choose this subject too.
Title:
Everyone should study … (your favourite subject)
Style:
persuasive

When you use ‘I think…’ to express your opinion, do not use the present continuous.
· I think history is very interesting. (not ‘I’m thinking’)

You should choose interesting adjectives to describe your favourite subject. Remember, if you are using more than one adjective, an opinion adjective comes before a fact adjective:
· an interesting (opinion) new (fact) subject

· a nice (opinion) big (fact) room

The conditional would be useful here too:

	Conditional

	After if, use the present simple.

· If you study biology, you will have a choice of careers in science.

· If you enjoy reading, you should study English.

Sometimes, the past tense is used after if when the situation isn’t possible. 

· If I had enough time, I would choose all the sciences.

· I would choose Spanish if it was in the right column.

(there is not enough time/Spanish is not in the right column)
Remember to use ‘when’ and the present simple if you are sure something is going to happen (not conditional).

· When you go into S3, you should choose history.


Task 5: Reading

In school you will read many different texts for many different purposes and, consequently, you will develop different reading skills. 

Read the following advice and complete the tasks below.
You should think about why you are reading a particular text. Are you reading:
· for enjoyment?

· for general information?

· for particular information?

You should think about the kind of text you are reading. Are you reading:
· a newspaper/magazine?

· a school textbook?

· a novel?

· an information leaflet?

· a text dealing with facts or opinions?

You should be aware of how you are reading. Are you:
· skimming a text to get the gist?

· reading more carefully to understand the details?

1.
Find the correct words:


Which word above means ‘specific’?
___________

Which word above means ‘reading over quickly’?
___________

Which word above means ‘overall meaning’
___________
2.
Choose the correct answer:


Which text would you read for enjoyment?

(a)
A telephone directory


(b)
A story


(c)
A school textbook


In which text would you find more facts than opinions?

(a)
A story


(b)
A newspaper


(c)
A science textbook


Which of the following is an opinion?

(a)
Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland.


(b)
Edinburgh is a beautiful city.


(c)
Edinburgh is in the East of Scotland.

Task 6: Reading and presentation

This letter has been posted in your library. Read it carefully and complete the tasks below:

Hello everyone!

I’m a teacher in Poznan, in Poland. I am doing a project about Scotland with my class. Would you help me with the section on Scottish education?

We are always hearing that Scottish education is excellent, so would you give me some details:
· When do children start primary school?

· How many years do children spend at primary?

· When do children go to secondary school?

· How many years do they spend at secondary?

· What is the school leaving age in Scotland?

· What subjects do young people study in secondary school?

· Do they choose their subjects?

· When do young people sit exams in secondary?

· What are these exams like?

· Do young people in secondary have a great deal of homework?

If you have come to Scotland from another country, I would be very interested to know the differences between education in Scotland and this other country. Which is better, do you think?

I look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you very much for your help.

Best wishes,

Marta Nowakowska

1.
Mrs Nowakowska gives two reasons for asking about Scottish education. What are they?

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
2.
Most of the questions above require factual answers; some require your opinion. Write down the ones asking for your opinion (there are three):

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
3.
Now, answer these ‘opinion’ questions briefly:

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
4.
Do you know the answers to the ‘factual’ questions – if not, ask a teacher.
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Comparatives
If you are comparing one kind of school to another you might use some of these words:
· This school is better/worse because…

· You start school earlier/later here…

· The school day is longer/shorter here…

· There are more/fewer students in your class…

· Children are younger/older when they start school here…

· There are more/fewer exams here…

· Exams are harder/easier here…

· There is more/less homework here…

Remember to use ‘fewer’ when talking about countable nouns and ‘less’ when talking about uncountable nouns:

· We have less free-time here.

· Teachers give less homework in my country.

· Teachers give fewer tests in my country.

· There are fewer things to do.

Think about school in Scotland and another country and note down some of the differences:

	School in Scotland
	School in …….

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Now prepare a short presentation comparing school in Scotland and in another country:
· deal with factual differences/similarities first

· then things that are better or worse in your opinion
Remember this is a speaking task – you can prepare brief notes (on card) but do not read everything.
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Remember to ask someone to review your writing:

	Peer review of writing

	· There is a wide range of vocabulary.

· There are different kinds of sentences (statements, questions), as appropriate.

· There are short sentences and longer ones. 
	Comments:

	· The grammar is accurate enough for you to understand the writing.

· The punctuation is accurate enough for you to understand the writing.

· The spelling is accurate enough for you to understand the writing.

· There may be some errors but you can understand the writing.
	Comments:

	· The style (informal/formal) is appropriate.

· The layout (letter/newspaper/
· essay) is appropriate.
	Comments:

	· The writing is paragraphed accurately.
	Comments:

	Peer reviewer:
	Date:
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