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Introduction

This resource is designed to support English as an Additional Language (EAL) learners in the development of the skills needed for the unit ESOL: Work and Study-Related Contexts at Access 3 level. The emphasis is on study-related contexts within a secondary school setting.

The main skills and activities in each lesson relate to those listed in the SQA ESOL Unit Specifications Appendix.

Lesson notes

Lesson 1: Starting in a new school

Outcomes: 1, 2, 3 and 4 (speaking, writing, listening, reading).

Activity 1: Speaking

Discussion of school rules.

Activity 2: Speaking

Discussion of three ideal school rules.

Adverbs of manner and frequency

Activity 3: Writing

Pupils sort out adverbs in a table: adverbs of manner or adverbs of frequency.

Activity 4: Writing

Pupils rewrite sentences adding the adverb in brackets at the correct place.

Activity 5: Writing

Dictation (the text for dictation is included in the Activity assessment section).

Activity 6: Reading/Speaking

Peer assessment of previous activity. Discussion of mistakes.

Activity 7: Reading

Pupils choose the appropriate missing words to fill the gaps in the text.

Activity 8: Listening

Pupils listen to three telephone messages and fill in the blanks in the secretary’s notes.

Lesson 2: School subjects

Outcomes: 1, 2 and 4 (speaking, writing, reading).

Activity 1: Reading

Pupils read a list of subjects and sort them out in a table (subjects taught in school or college).

Activity 2: Speaking

Discussion of school subjects (likes/dislikes/reasons).

Peer assessment of speaking task. Opportunity for pupils to improve performance.

Activity 3: Reading

Pupils match subjects to their definition.

Time markers (for, since and ago)

Activity 4: Writing

Pupils fill in the blanks with ‘for’ or ‘since’.

Activity 5: Writing

Pupils choose the appropriate time expression to fill in the gaps.

Activity 6: Reading

Reading comprehension. True/false questions.

Activity 7: Writing

Pupils write an email about their school.

Peer assessment of writing task. Opportunity for redrafting.

Lesson 3: In the classroom
Outcomes: 1, 2, 3 and 4 (speaking, writing, listening, reading).

Activity 1: Speaking

Match the pictures to the names.

Activity 2: Reading

Reading comprehension exercise.

Activity 3: Speaking

Match words to their definitions.

Activity 4: Listening

Pupils listen to the recording and fill in the gaps in the texts.

Making and answering polite requests

Activity 5: Reading/Speaking

Rank sentences from the most polite to the rudest.

Activity 6: Reading

Pupils choose polite answers to questions.

Activity 7: Speaking

Pupils make polite requests.

Activity 8: Writing

Pupils write down their polite requests.

Lesson 4: Comparing school systems

Outcomes: 1, 2, 3 and 4 (speaking, writing, listening, reading).

Activity 1: Speaking

Pupils compare their previous school to their new school. 

Peer assessment of speaking task. Opportunity for pupils to improve on their performance.

Activity 2: Reading

Reading comprehension. True/false questions and corrections.

Activity 3: Writing

Description of a typical day at pupil’s previous school.

Peer assessment of writing task. Opportunity for redrafting.

Comparatives and superlatives

Activity 4: Writing

Gap-fill exercise on comparatives and superlatives.

Activity 5: Writing

Gap-fill exercise on ‘as … as’.

Activity 6: Listening

Pupils listen to the recording and fill the blanks.

Lesson 5: Future plans

Outcomes: 1, 2, 3 and 4 (speaking, writing, listening, reading).

Activity 1: Reading

College course description and multiple choice questions.

Activity 2: Speaking

Role play: finding out information about a course.

Peer assessment of speaking task. Opportunity for pupils to improve performance.

Activity 3: Reading/Speaking

Important personal qualities for college/university.

Activity 4: Speaking

Discussion about college/university application forms.

Activity 5: Writing

Pupils fill out an application form for a college course.

Activity 6: Writing

Pupils’ personal qualities. Writing frame.

Peer assessment of writing task. Opportunity for redrafting.

Activity 7: Listening

Recording of a college interview. Pupils correct mistakes in the transcript.

Phrasal verbs

Activity 8: Writing

Pupils choose the appropriate verbs and prepositions to fill in the blanks.

Activity 9: Writing

Pupils choose the appropriate phrasal verbs and pronouns to fill in the blanks.

Activity 10: Writing
Pupils write their own sentences using phrasal verbs.

Peer assessment of writing task. Opportunity for correction/improvement.

Lesson 1: Starting in a new school 

Activity 1

Every school has rules.

In your school, which rule do you think is the best?

__________________________________________________________

Which one do you not like?

__________________________________________________________

Compare your answers to your partner’s. Explain why you chose these rules.

Activity 2 

Imagine you are the new school headteacher. You are in charge of writing up the new school rules.

Which three rules would you choose as the most important? Write them down.

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Compare them to your partner’s rules. Discuss why you chose these rules.

Adverbs of frequency and manner

Adverbs describe the action of a verb.

They are often formed by adding -ly to an adjective.

For example: beautiful – beautifully, careful – carefully, quiet – quietly, etc.

However, some adjectives do not change in the adverb form.

The most important of these are: fast – fast, hard – hard.

The adverb form of ‘good’ is ‘well’.

There are several types of adverbs (frequency, manner, place, time, degree).

In this lesson, you are going to work on two types of adverbs only:

· adverbs of frequency

· adverbs of manner.

Adverbs of manner answer the question ‘how?’
This adverb usually comes after the direct object or, if there is no direct object, after the verb.

For example:

	She 
	speaks 
	Italian 
	beautifully.

	
	(verb)
	(direct object)
	(adverb of manner)


	They
	work
	well.

	
	(verb)
	(adverb)


	You 
	must drive 
	your car 
	carefully.

	
	(verb)
	(direct object)
	(adverb)


	These pupils 
	work
	quietly.

	
	(verb)
	(adverb)


Adverbs of frequency answer the question ‘how many times?’

This adverb comes after the verb ‘to be’:

	He 
	is 
	always
	tired

	
	(to be)
	(adverb)
	


This type of adverb comes before simple tenses of all other verbs:

	She 
	often 
	goes 
	to the cinema at the weekend.

	
	(adverb)
	(verb)
	


Activity 3

Look at the list of adverbs below.

RARELY
SLOWLY
GENTLY

SOMETIMES
WEEKLY
SERIOUSLY

PRECISELY
ALWAYS
BADLY

OFTEN
HAPPILY
NEVER

Sort them out in the table below: decide if they are adverbs of manner or adverbs of frequency and put each word in the correct column.

	Adverbs of manner
	Adverbs of frequency

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Activity 4

Read the following sentences carefully.

1. Clarisse and Sophie arrive late at school. (always)


_____________________________________________________
2. My brother is really annoying: he wants to help me. (never)


_____________________________________________________
3. He was pushed down the stairs and his artwork was damaged. (badly)


_____________________________________________________
4. He loves sport and goes to the swimming pool. (regularly)


_____________________________________________________
5. I don’t like him. He behaves with most people. (selfishly)


_____________________________________________________
6. Two people were injured in the accident. (seriously)


_____________________________________________________
7. It’s difficult to hear him because he speaks in front of people. (quietly)


_____________________________________________________
8. He should make more effort, he buys her flowers. (rarely)


_____________________________________________________
Now rewrite these sentences, adding the adverb in brackets at the correct place in the sentence.

Activity 5

Your teacher will read out a short text very slowly. Listen carefully and write it out.

Activity 6

Look more closely at what you have written. Check out for any possible spelling mistakes and correct them.

Swap worksheets with your partner. See if you can correct any more of their mistakes.

With your partner, discuss the corrections made. Do you agree with all of them?

Activity 7

Some building work is taking place beside your school: a new school is being built beside your existing one! This notice has been given to all pupils. 

Fill in the blanks in the notice with the correct words from the following list:

cross
climbing
help

through
careful
progress

Construction site around the school

If any object falls beyond the fence surrounding the construction site, no pupil or teacher should try to get it back by _______________ the fence or putting their hands _______________ the fence. They should get ________________ from someone on site.

With the construction of our new school making good _______________, there will be more traffic in and out of site. Staff and pupils should be very ___________________around the entrance and exit of the school especially when they ______________ the main road.

Activity 8
If you are ever absent from school, or if your parent or carer cannot attend a meeting there, then a message should be sent to the appropriate person in the school building. 

Listen to the messages left by parents or carers on the school’s answering machine.

Fill in the missing information.

First message

Date: _______________________
Time: 8.36 am

From: _______________________
Message for: N/A

Regarding: Zara Ali
Class: _________

Message: Zara has a ______________. She won’t be in school today and ___________________.

Second message

Date: Monday 19 May
Time: _____________

From: Mr Singh
Message for: ____________

Regarding: Sanjay Singh
Class: N/A

Message: Won’t be able to come to the _________________ on Thursday. Could another meeting be arranged for next _____________?

Third message

Date: Monday 2 June
Time: 8.44 am

From: ________________________
Message for: N/A

Regarding: Lisa Taylor
Class: ________

Message: Lisa had a horse riding _______________ at the weekend. She has broken her __________ and is still in hospital. She will be back ___________________ with crutches. She needs a pass for the school _____________.

Lesson 2: School subjects

Activity 1

Work with your partner. 

Read the following list of subjects.

Maths
Massage
Photography

Jewellery
Chemistry
History

French
Architecture
Hairdressing
Computing
Which subjects can you study at school? Which ones can you study at college?

Are there some subjects that could be studied both at school and at college?

Fill in the table.

	School
	College

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Activity 2

With your partner discuss your school subjects.

· What are they?

· Which two subjects do you prefer? Why?

· Do you dislike any subjects? Why?

Once you have finished:

· think about the mistakes you and your partner might have made

· ask your partner to complete the following checklist about your performance.

Speaking checklist: peer assessment

During any speaking activity, you should make sure that you fulfil the following criteria:

	Criteria
	Yes/No

	Is the vocabulary appropriate?
	

	Is the choice of words/expression good?
	

	Is the pronunciation good enough to understand what is being said?
	

	Are the questions appropriate?
	

	Are the answers appropriate?
	

	Is there enough information provided?
	

	Are the beginning, middle and end of the conversation appropriate?
	


Partner’s comments

Next steps 
Use your partner’s or teacher’s feedback to improve your speaking.
Activity 3
Match the subjects to their definitions.

Physics
The study of Planet Earth.

Maths
The study of painting, drawing, sculpture.

Geography
The study of food groups and how to cook.

Computing
The study of numbers and calculations.

Home Economics
The study of light, sound, heat and electricity.

Art
The study of using computers and storing information.
For, since and ago

We use ‘for’ and ‘since’ to explain how long something has been happening.

‘For’ + a period of time 

A period is a duration of time, for example: five minutes, two weeks, ten years. ‘For’ means ‘from the beginning of the period until the end of the period.’

For example: I have been waiting for you for two hours.
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Two hours ago 
Now

FOR

two hours
six months
a long time

five minutes
three years
years

ten days
50 years
ages

Do not use ‘for’ + all… (all day, all my life, etc). For example, I’ve lived here all my life (not ‘for all my life’).

‘For’ can be used with all tenses.

Here are a few examples:

· He exercises for two hours every day. 

· We are studying for three hours today. 

· He has lived in Paris for three months. 

· I have been living in Scotland for a long time. 

· I worked with that company for five years. 

· The universe will continue for ever. 

‘Since’ + a point (up to now)

A point is a precise moment in time, for example: 9 am, 1 January, Monday, etc. ‘Since’ means ‘from a point in the past until now’

For example: I have been waiting for you since 8 am.

8 am
Now

SINCE

11 pm
August
they met

Wednesday
2006
lunchtime

10 May
Christmas
I got up

‘Since’ is normally used with perfect tenses.

Here are a few examples:

· He has exercised since 9 am. 

· We have been studying since we got up. 

· He had lived in Paris since he was born. 
Ago

We use ‘ago’ to explain when something happened a number of days, months or years before.

For example: They met in New York seven years ago.


Seven years ago 
Now

‘Ago’ always follows the number of days, weeks, etc.

AGO

two hours
six months
a long time 

five minutes
three years
years 

ten days
50 years
ages 

‘Ago’ is normally used with the simple past (sometimes with the past continuous).

Here are two examples:

· He moved to Scotland ten years ago. 

· She was reading a book an hour ago. 

Activity 4

Fill in the blanks with ‘for’ or ‘since’.

1. This man is very fit. He has been training at the gym ________ a year.

2. Munir has been studying at this college ________ September.

3. Piotr has done nothing ________ he got up.

4. They have been married ________ three years.

5. Amina has been back from her holidays ________ a long time.

6. I haven’t had anything to eat ________ ages.

7. I think he has changed a lot ________ he started school in this country.

8. They haven’t spoken to each other ________ that big argument.

Activity 5

Choose the appropriate time expression to fill in the gaps.

5 minutes ago
for 25 years
since Friday

an hour ago
for an hour
since I left school
a long time ago
for a long time
since her parents got divorced
1. This is a big celebration for them. They’ve been married _______________________________.

2. She’s not in school. I haven’t seen her ___________________________.
3. You’ve just missed her. She was here ___________________________.

4. I have been looking for a job __________________________________.
5. I’m tired of waiting. We’ve been sitting here _____________________.

6. Lilia hasn’t been the same ____________________________________.
7. It started raining ____________________________________________.

8. They first met ______________________________________________.

9. I really miss them. I haven’t seen them __________________________.

Activity 6

Read Fozia’s email to her friend.

Hi Assia!

How are you? How’s your family?

I’d like to tell you about my new school in Scotland. 

School starts at 8.50 am with registration. I think this is definitely too early (you know how much I like to sleep!). My first class on a Monday is biology. I like it a lot because I enjoy science in general and this teacher is very interesting.

My other favourite subject is French because I love learning new languages and I think it will be useful when I leave school. I’ve always wanted to work in tourism…

Maths is still is a big problem for me. You know yourself, I’ve never been very good with numbers! I also find the teacher’s explanations a bit confusing sometimes.

Generally I feel I’ve settled in well. I really like the school and I’ve even made a few friends already!

Keep in touch,

Fozia

Now decide if these statements are true (T) or false (F).
T
F
1. Fozia does not like starting her day with registration.

2. Her biology teacher is boring.

3. Fozia likes learning about different cultures.

4. French will help her with her future career plans.

5. The maths teacher’s lessons are difficult to understand.

6. She feels lonely in the school.

Activity 7
Write an email to one of your friends:

· Tell him/her what subjects you study

· Give your opinion on two or three of your subjects and reasons for liking/disliking them.

· Do you like your new school? Why?

Once you have finished:

· read it over carefully and correct any possible mistakes

· ask a partner to look over your work and complete the following checklist.

Writing checklist: peer assessment

	Criteria
	Yes/No

	Does this piece of writing deal with the task?
	

	Is the vocabulary appropriate?
	

	Is the punctuation appropriate?
	

	Is the spelling mostly correct?
	

	Are the tenses appropriate?
	

	Is the choice of words/expression good?
	

	Does this piece of writing include appropriate paragraphs?
	

	Are the style and layout appropriate?
	


Partner’s comments

Next steps 
Use your partner’s or teacher’s feedback to redraft your piece of writing.

Lesson 3: In the classroom

Activity 1
Work with a partner.

Look at these classroom objects and write the name below the correct picture.

a)
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b)
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c)
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_____________

_____________

_____________

d)
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e)
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f)
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_____________

_____________

_____________

g)
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h)
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i)
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_____________

_____________

_____________

highlighter (pen)
rubber
pencil case 

hole punch
calculator
stapler

ruler
ring binder
jotter/notebook

Activity 2

Read this text and answer the questions that follow: 

‘The Act of Union in 1707 gave Scottish merchants access to the slave trade. Scots travelled to the colonies and generated great wealth for Scotland based on slave labour. In 1817 Scots owned almost a third of all the slaves in Jamaica. The ‘Tobacco Lords’ made their fortunes in the colonies before returning to Scotland, many building large mansions.

Scotland also played a leading role in abolishing the slave trade. On 25 March 1807 the UK Parliament passed the Bill that abolished the trading of slaves in the British Empire. The Abolition of the Slave Trade Act meant that it became illegal to trade in slaves throughout the British Empire and that British ships were banned from being involved in the trade.’

Text taken from http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/abolition 

1. In what school subject could you find this text?

2. Where did Scottish people get most of their slaves from?

3. What name was given to the Scottish people who made a lot money out of the slave trade?

4. In the text, find one word that means: 

· ‘nearly’ 

· ‘going back’

· ‘houses’

· ‘ended’

· ‘forbidden’.

Activity 3

Work with a partner.

The words below are words that you often find in text books and being used in assessments or examinations.

Evaluate (a subject)
Suggest
Define
Look up

Rank
Compare (two subjects)

Find the right explanation below for each of these words. 

1. Think about these two subjects. Write about the things which are similar and the things that are different. For example: both objects are small. 

2. Write what you think of the subject, including the good and the bad points. 

3. Explain what it means. Write the definition if you know it. Do not use the word itself, but explain it. 

4. Put a list of things in order, from the most important to the least important.

5. Using all that you have learned, write what the answer might be.

6. Find in a dictionary what a word means.

Activity 4

Listen to the recording. You will hear some notices that were read out to everyone in school during registration time. 

Listen carefully and write down the missing information in the spaces below:

S1–S__

The __________________ will be closed at ____________________ for the duration of the exams.

S3 __________________ meeting

Could all ____________ involved in S3 _____________________ please meet in room G1 at ____________________ this Tuesday for a meeting regarding the _____________ against St Mary’s Academy.

S6 Prom Night

This is the last reminder for the S6 Prom Night! The event will take place on the ________________________. If you have not yet booked your meal, the forms for the choice of a meat or _________________ main course are still ___________________ in front of the Guidance base. Bring this form filled in along with a cheque for ________________ by the end of ___________ ______________. 

Making a polite request

In English, there are many ways to make a polite request (ask someone to do something for you). 

Some ways of asking are much more polite than others. Saying ‘please’ is not always enough.

Here are a few examples:

· Sign here please.

· Can you 
give me this book (please)?

Could you

Will you

Would you

· Do you mind 
switching on the light (please)?
Would you mind

· Do you think you could 
open the door for me (please)?

I wonder if you could

Polite
→
Very polite
→
Most polite

Please

Can you…?

Could you…?



Will You…?

Would you…?

Activity 5

Read these sentences. Rank them from 1 to 5 from the most polite (1) to the rudest (5):

____ Could you give me the book?

____ Give me the book!

____ Would you mind giving me the book?

____ Give me the book right now!

____ Can you give me the book?

Discuss your answers with a partner.

Answering a polite request
Be careful when answering a request, especially if you cannot help the person asking the question. 

Just answering ‘yes’ or ‘no’ can be quite rude.

	Questions with WILL / WOULD / CAN

	Positive answer *
	Negative answer

	Of course…

Certainly… (I will/I can)

Sure…
	I’m sorry, but I can’t

(+ reason)


	Questions with WOULD YOU MIND

	Positive answer *
	Negative answer

	No, not at all

I’d be glad to
	I’m sorry, but I can’t

(+ reason)


*Do not answer a question with ‘Yes, I would’ or ‘Yes, I could’ as it may be considered rude by the person asking the question.

Activity 6
Look at these different requests.

Choose the correct polite answer for each one.

1. Could you open the door for me please?

(a)
Yes, I could


(b)
Of course

2. Would you please phone me at 6pm?

(a)
I’d be glad to


(b)
Yes, I would

3. Can you turn the radio down?

(a)
Certainly


(b)
Not at all

4. Will you help me with my homework?

(a)
No, I won’t


(b)
Sorry, I can’t. I need to go home.

5. Would you mind talking to my parents?

(a)
No, not at all


(b)
Yes

Activity 7
With your partner, read the following list of problems. Take turns in making polite requests and answering them.

For example: 

It’s really hot in the classroom. (Open the window)

Partner A: Could you open the window?

Partner B: Of course.

Try to use as many expressions as possible!

1. I have forgotten my pencil at home. (Lend me a pencil)

2. I don’t understand my Maths homework. (Help me)

3. The television is too loud. (Turn it down)

4. These books are too heavy for me. (Help me carry some)

5. You’re walking too fast. (Slow down)

Activity 8
Write down your five requests.

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Lesson 4: Comparing school systems

Activity 1

Discuss with your partner: compare your new school to your old school. 

· Can you study the same subjects?

· Is the school day shorter or longer in Scotland?

· Did you have to wear a uniform in your previous school?

· Are the teachers in your new school stricter or more relaxed?

Once you have finished:

· think about the mistakes that you and your partner might have made

· ask your partner to complete the following checklist about your own performance.

Speaking checklist: peer assessment

During any speaking activity, you should make sure that you fulfil the following criteria:

	Criteria
	Yes/No

	Is the vocabulary appropriate?
	

	Is the choice of words/expression good?
	

	Is the pronunciation good enough to understand what is being said?
	

	Are the questions appropriate?
	

	Are the answers appropriate?
	

	Is there enough information provided?
	

	Are the beginning, middle and end of the conversation appropriate?
	


Partner’s comments

Next steps 
Use your partner’s or teacher’s feedback to improve your speaking.
Activity 2

Read the following passage. A pupil describes her primary school in her home country.

School started at 8.30 am and finished at 1.00 pm. We usually began with physical activities, some songs and prayers. After teachers had checked the attendance, we all went to our separate classes. Our main subjects were reading, writing and maths but the teachers also taught us geography, history and science. I enjoyed being in the school with my friends but I found some of teachers too strict: they told us off and even hit us with a stick if they thought we had not worked hard enough. My best friend was even beaten once because she had dirty fingernails. When the school day was over, we would go home, eat our lunch and spend the rest of the afternoon helping our parents.

Maya

Decide if the following statements are true (T) or false (F). If a statement is false, give the correct information.

	Statement
	T
	F
	Corrections

	Maya’s day was shorter than in a Scottish school.
	
	
	

	She studied the same subjects as Scottish primary school pupils.
	
	
	

	Her teachers were friendly.
	
	
	

	The punishments were fair.
	
	
	

	She had a lot of homework in the afternoon.
	
	
	


Activity 3

Either:

· write a description of a typical day at your previous school

or:

· use Activity 1 as a writing exercise.

Once you have finished:

· read it over carefully and correct any possible mistakes

· ask a partner to look over your work and complete the following checklist.

Writing checklist: peer assessment

	Criteria
	Yes/No

	Does this piece of writing deal with the task?
	

	Is the vocabulary appropriate?
	

	Is the punctuation appropriate?
	

	Is the spelling mostly correct?
	

	Are the tenses appropriate?
	

	Is the choice of words/expression good?
	

	Does this piece of writing include appropriate paragraphs?
	

	Are the style and layout appropriate?
	


Partner’s comments

Next steps 
Use your partner’s or teacher’s feedback to redraft your piece of writing.

Comparing people or things: comparatives and superlatives
When you want to describe something or someone, you will need adjectives.

For example:

John is tall.
Sophia is young.
Amina is smart.
Sometimes, you need to compare two things or two people and you will need comparatives. 

For example:

John is taller than David
Sophia is younger than Marina
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John
David
Sophia
Marina

Some other times, you will need to compare three or more things/people and you will need superlatives.

For example:

John is the tallest in the team

[image: image15.wmf] [image: image16.wmf] [image: image17.wmf] [image: image18.wmf] [image: image19.wmf]
John

Sophia is the youngest girl in the room
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Sophia

Exceptions

When adjectives are more than two syllables long, add more or most before them.

For example:

Amina is more intelligent than Munir.

This is the most expensive jacket in the shop.

Examples of comparatives and superlatives

	Adjectives
	Comparatives 

(Comparing 2 people /things)
	Superlatives 

(comparing more than 2 things/people)

	big*
	bigger* 
	the biggest*

	smaller
	smaller
	the smallest

	young
	younger
	the youngest

	old
	older
	the oldest

	fat
	fatter*
	the fattest*

	short
	shorter
	the shortest

	tall
	taller
	the tallest

	thin
	thinner*
	the thinnest*

	new
	newer
	the newest

	ugly
	uglier
	the ugliest

	rich
	richer
	the richest

	poor
	poorer
	the poorest

	hot
	hotter*
	the hottest*

	
	
	

	beautiful
	more Beautiful
	the most beautiful

	expensive
	more expensive
	the most expensive

	interesting
	more interesting
	the most interesting

	
	
	

	good
	better
	the best

	bad
	worse
	the worst


*Double the consonant for these words.

Activity 4

Choose the correct expression. 

1. Sandra is 13. Emily is 12. Emily is young than/younger than/the youngest than Sandra.

2. This school is more big than/bigger than/the biggest in Glasgow.

3. This exercise is difficulter than/more difficult than/the most difficult the other one.

4. I think my maths teacher is good than/better than/the best teacher in the school.

5. The lessons are interesting/more interesting/interestingest/most interesting in this school than in my previous one.

6. The clever/cleverer/cleverest/most clever pupil in the school is in my class.

As … as

If the things or people you compare are the same, you can use as … as.

For example:

He is as tall as she is.

The first film was as good as the second one.

Activity 5

Fill in the gaps using as …as. The first sentence has been done for you.

1. Anna is as grumpy as usual. (grumpy / usual)

2. This school is ___________________ (good / my previous one)

3. Today is ______________________ (cold / yesterday)

4. She is now ___________________ (tall / her mother)

5. English is not _____________________ (difficult / Chinese)

Activity 6

You are going to listen to Marta talking to her friend Rosa about her new school.

Listen carefully and fill in the gaps in the sentences below. Each gap stands for one word.

1. I’m just phoning to find out how ____ ____ ______ ____ in your new school.

2. Really? What’s ____ _______ ______?

3. Pupils can discuss ideas in groups, ____ ____ ____ _____ _________.

4. What about your school day? ____ _____ _____ _____ ______ ______?

5. Oh no! In Scottish schools ____ _____ ______ _________, we finish at 3.30.

6. But don’t worry, I’ll _____ _______ _______ to visit you!

Lesson 5: Future plans

Activity 1

Read the following description of a college course.

International Travel and Tourism

This course will give you the opportunity to gain the 

qualifications needed to work in the areas of travel and 

tourism.

Students will study subjects such as European geography, holiday planning, selling skills, first aid and IT.

As part of this course, you are expected to spend a minimum of ten days in the travel industry for your work experience. Past placements have been with companies such as British Airways, British Midlands, Royal Air, My Travel and Thomson Holidays.

In addition, students will get the opportunity to study a tourist destination as part of the study visit module. Previous trips have been to Barcelona, London, Portugal and Greece.

Finish each sentence by choosing the correct ending.

1.
By the end of the course, you will:

(a)
gain no qualification

(b)
work in an airport

(c)
be able to work in tourism and travel

(d)
write an essay on travel and tourism.

2.
One of the subjects you will be able to study is:

(a)
computing

(b)
world geography

(c)
art

(d)
sailing.

3.
Your work experience placement will be with:

(a)
airline companies

(b)
airline companies and travel agents

(c)
travel agents

(d)
any company you want.

4.
In the past, students have been able to visit tourist destinations:

(a)
worldwide

(b)
in Europe

(c)
in Asia

(d)
in the UK.

Activity 2

Work with your partner. 

You are interested in this International Travel and Tourism course. You want to find out more and decide to go to the college open day.

Partner A is the student trying to find out more information. You need to ask about:

· the qualifications needed to join the course

· the cost of the course

· the start and finish dates

· the timetable

· the exams.

Partner B is the college lecturer welcoming the student and answering the questions.

Once this dialogue is finished, repeat the exercise: Partner A becomes the lecturer and Partner B becomes the student.

Use the space below to prepare notes if it helps you.

Once you have finished:

· think about the mistakes you and your partner might have made

· ask your partner to complete the following checklist about your own performance.

Speaking checklist: peer assessment

During any speaking activity, you should make sure that you fulfil the following criteria:

	Criteria
	Yes/No

	Is the vocabulary appropriate?
	

	Is the choice of words/expression good?
	

	Is the pronunciation good enough to understand what is being said?
	

	Are the questions appropriate?
	

	Are the answers appropriate?
	

	Is there enough information provided?
	

	Are the beginning, middle and end of the conversation appropriate?
	


Partner’s comments

Next steps 
Use your partner’s or teacher’s feedback to improve your speaking.
Activity 3

Look at this list of personal qualities that a college/university student should have. 

If you need to, check their meaning in your dictionary.

hard-working
organised
intelligent

ambitious
flexible
focused

Now rank them in order of importance (1 is the most important, 6 is the least important).

Compare your list with your partner. Explain your choices.

Activity 4

Work with your partner.

Imagine you are applying for a course at college or university. 

What information do you think you might be asked about on the application form? (You can use the space below to take notes if it helps you.)

Activity 5
Imagine you are interested in applying for this International Travel and Tourism course (or any other course that you like).

You need to fill in an application form.

Here is some of the information you are asked about (don’t forget to include any ESOL module you are studying for or have completed).

Education

Schools and colleges attended

	Name of school/college
	Start date
	Leaving date

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Qualifications 

	School
	Dates
	Qualifications gained

	
	
	

	Further education
	Dates
	Qualifications gained

	
	
	

	Other relevant studies
	Dates
	Qualifications gained

	
	
	


Subjects currently studied

	Subjects
	Levels (Standard Grade/Higher/

Intermediate/Other)
	Year

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Once you have finished, ask your partner to check that you have not missed anything and that you have filled in all the information correctly.

Activity 6

The last section on the application form asks you the following question:

What makes you the perfect student for your chosen course at our college?

To answer this question, you are going to write three paragraphs describing three of your personal qualities that make you the perfect student for that course.

You want the college to give you a place on this course. 

You will need to structure your answer in clear logical paragraphs, with reasons and examples.

Paragraph structure

· Start each paragraph with expressions that will structure your ideas.

For example:

First of all/To begin with/To start with, etc (first paragraph).

Secondly/Also/Furthermore, etc (second paragraph).

Finally/Lastly/To finish, etc (last paragraph).

· Express your opinion and mention a quality you believe you have. The quality needs to be relevant to the course.

For example:

I think (that), I believe (that), many people tell me (that), in my opinion, etc.

I am very good at …geography, maths/I am very good at … dealing with difficult people/understanding scientific facts, etc.

I am a/an … organised/flexible/intelligent/focused/sociable, etc, person.

· Explain why you think you have this quality.

For example:

I have the best marks in my class.

I regularly work with customers.

I always prioritise my work.

I understand things quickly.

· Write a couple of sentences to give an example of when you show this quality:

For example:

When I work in my dad’s shop, I am always calm when some people start complaining.

I never waste time and always finish my homework before doing anything else.

I am generally the first pupil in the class to understand what the teacher says.

Once you have finished:

· read it over carefully and correct any possible mistakes

· ask a partner to look over your work and complete the following checklist.

Writing checklist: peer assessment

	Criteria
	Yes/No

	Does this piece of writing deal with the task?
	

	Is the vocabulary appropriate?
	

	Is the punctuation appropriate?
	

	Is the spelling mostly correct?
	

	Are the tenses appropriate?
	

	Is the choice of words/expression good?
	

	Does this piece of writing include appropriate paragraphs?
	

	Are the style and layout appropriate?
	


Partner’s comments

Next steps 
Use your partner’s or teacher’s feedback to redraft your piece of writing.

Activity 7

Karina is interested in joining this International Travel and Tourism course. She is being interviewed by a college lecturer. 

Listen carefully to the interview. 

There are 15 differences between the spoken text and the text that appears below. Underline or circle below when you hear a difference and then give the correct information in the space underneath that part of the conversation.

Lecturer: Hello, welcome to our school! Please sit down. What’s your name?

Karina: Hello, I’m Karina Henrik.

Lecturer: So, tell us a little bit about yourself, Karina…

Karina: Well, I’m 20 years old and I’m originally from Poland. I’ve been in Scotland for over three years now.

Lecturer: Why are you interested in our International Travel and Tourism class?

Karina: I like travelling and this course will help me find a job where I will do that. I think I will able to learn a lot about travelling in general and the work experience will be useful. Of course, I’m also really looking forward to the Study Visit abroad! 

Lecturer: Tell me now, what do you think makes you the perfect candidate for this course?

Karina: Well, I’m a very focused person and I always work very hard. I have travelled a bit in Europe as well so my European knowledge is good and I know about different cultures. I can also speak three languages: Polish, French and English, which I think is a very useful thing in the tourism industry.

Lecturer: Well, very interesting! Thanks for coming. We will let you very soon. Bye, Karina.

Karina: Thank you very much. Bye.

Phrasal verbs

Phrasal verbs are very common in English. 

They are regular verbs followed by prepositions or adverbs, such as:

in
on
up
about
away
over
round
by

out
off
down
along
back
forward
through

You will often hear people use expressions such as come out, look up, fill in, etc.

1.
In, up, away, back, etc are often used with verbs of movement. 


For example:


Back (back home or back to a place): He’s on holiday in France but he’s coming back on Thursday.


Up: The lift is not working so you’ll have to walk up (the stairs).


Away (away from home or away from a place/something/someone): She saw the spider and ran away.

2.
However, often, the second word (in, up, away, back, etc) gives a different meaning to the verb.


For example:


Look up: I don’t know this word, I need to look it up in the dictionary. (find the meaning of this word)


Fall out: They used to be good friends but they fell out last year. (stopped being friends)


Get on: How did you get on with your exam? (how did go?/how was it?)

3.
Sometimes a phrasal verb has an object. 

If the object is a noun (newspaper, woman, book, etc), there are two possible positions for the object:


Take off your shoes
OR
Take your shoes off 


(object)
(object)


If the object is a pronoun (me, you, her, him, them, etc), there is only one possible position:


Take them off. (not ‘Take off them’)


(object)


Here are a few examples:

· Be quiet! Don’t wake up the baby


wake the baby up
but
Don’t wake her up (not ‘wake up her’)

· This is wrong, please rub out this answer


rub this answer out
but
Rub it out (not ‘rub out it’)

· She asked me to fill in this form


fill this form in
but
Fill it in (not ‘fill in it’)

· You should try on this shirt


try this shirt on
but
Try it on (not ‘try on it’) 

Activity 8

Complete each sentence using a verb from column A and a word from column B:

A
B

throw
off

turn
back

take
up

look
away 

give
on
The first sentence has been done for you.

1. You took this book without asking me. Take it back!

2. This shirt has two big holes at the back. You should __________ it __________.

3. If you don’t understand what it means, __________ it __________ in your dictionary.

4. He’s very interested in planes, he likes to watch them__________ __________.

5. You’re right next to the television, can you please __________ it __________ for me please?

Activity 9

Complete the sentences using the following phrasal verbs + me/it/him/them. 

You may want to check the meaning of some of the verbs in the dictionary first.

run into
drop off
get out
take off

give back
tell off
find out
fill in

The first sentence has been done for you.

1. Your shoes are dirty. Please take them off.

2. Thanks for your book. I’ll _____________________________ to you next week.

3. She’s put her hand through the railings and now she can’t ______________________________.

4. It was raining so she offered to ______________________________.

5. If he’s rude, she will ______________________________.

6. Yesterday I was stuck on the last clue to the crossword. It took me hours to ______________________________.

7. I hadn’t seen him for weeks but I ______________________________ this morning;

8. They gave me an application form for the job and it took me all morning to _____________________________.

Exercise 10

Use your own ideas to write six new sentences.

You will need: 

· an adverb of time: last week, yesterday, today, tomorrow, this weekend, next year, etc.

· a phrasal verb: a verb + in, out, on, off, back, away, for, etc. 

· and an object: either a noun (a computer, a dog, the book, a person, my mother, etc.) or a pronoun (me, him, it, them, us, etc).

You could also mention: 

· a place: at the library, at home, at school.

Important: You must use a tense that is appropriate to the adverb you chose.

Here are a few examples: 

	Yesterday 
	she 
	dropped off 
	my sister 
	at school 

	(adverb of time)
	
	(phrasal verb)
	(object)
	(place)

	(past)
	
	(past tense)
	
	


	Today 
	she 
	is taking back 
	the coat 
	to the shop.

	(adverb of time)
	
	(phrasal verb)
	(object)
	(place)

	(present)
	
	(present continuous)
	
	


	In an hour 
	she 
	will wake up 
	her son 
	in his bedroom.

	(adverb of time)
	
	(phrasal verb)
	(object)
	(place)

	(future) 
	
	(future tense)
	
	


Once you have finished:

· read it over carefully and correct any possible mistakes

· ask a partner to look over your work and complete the following checklist.

Writing checklist: peer assessment

	Criteria
	Yes/No

	Does this piece of writing deal with the task?
	

	Is the vocabulary appropriate?
	

	Is the punctuation appropriate?
	

	Is the spelling mostly correct?
	

	Are the tenses appropriate?
	

	Is the choice of words/expression good?
	

	Does this piece of writing include appropriate paragraphs?
	

	Are the style and layout appropriate?
	


Partner’s comments

Next steps 
Use your partner’s or teacher’s feedback to redraft your piece of writing.

Listening transcripts

Lesson 1: Starting in a new school

Activity 8

If you are ever absent from school, or if your parent or carer cannot attend a meeting there, then a message should be sent to the appropriate person in the school building. 

Listen to the messages left by parents or carers on the school’s answering machine.

Fill in the missing information.

First message

Answering machine: Wednesday 4 February, 8.36 am.

Mother: Hello! This is Mrs Ali. I’m phoning about my daughter Zara in Third Year. She has a terrible cold. I’m sorry but she won’t be able to come to school today and tomorrow. 

Second message

Answering machine: Monday 19 May, 12.30 pm.

Father: I’m Mr Singh, Sanjay’s dad. This is a message for my son’s Guidance teacher. I’m really sorry but I won’t be able to come to the meeting on Thursday. Could we arrange for another meeting next week?

Third message 

Answering machine: Monday 2nd June, 8.44 am.

Mother: My daughter Lisa Taylor in 1B had a horse riding accident yesterday. She has broken her leg and is still at hospital today. She should be back to school tomorrow with crutches. Could she get a pass for the school lift?

Lesson 3: In the classroom

Activity 4

Listen to the recording. You will hear some notices which were read out to everyone in school during registration time. 

Listen carefully and write down the missing information in the spaces below:

S1–S3

The library will be closed at lunchtimes for the duration of the exams.

S3 Football Meeting

Could all boys involved in S3 football please meet in room G1 at interval this Tuesday for a meeting regarding the match against St Mary’s Academy.

S6 Prom Night

This is the last reminder for the S6 Prom Night! The event will take place on the 6th of June. If you have not yet booked your meal, the forms for the choice of a meat or vegetarian main course are still available in front of the Guidance base. Bring this form filled in along with a cheque for £30 by the end of next week. 

Lesson 4: Comparing schools

Activity 6

You are going to listen to Marta talking to her friend Rosa about her new school.

Listen carefully and fill in the gaps in the sentences below. Each gap stands for one word.

Rosa:
Hi, Marta! It’s me, Rosa!

Marta:
Oh! Hi Rosa! How are you? Is everything OK? How’s your family?

Rosa:
Don’t worry everybody is fine. I’m just phoning to find out how you are getting on in your new school in Scotland.

Marta:
Oh, I’m OK. I’m slowly getting used to all these changes. Things are so different here…

Rosa:
Really? What’s the biggest difference?

Marta:
Well… Lessons are very different here. We don’t just listen and write in class. Pupils can discuss ideas in groups, we can ask more questions to the teachers and sometimes we even watch films…

Rosa:
That sounds good! What about your school day? Is it as long as here?

Marta: 
Oh no! In Scottish schools the days are shorter, we finish at 3.30 every day, and we don’t work on Saturdays! That’s great, isn’t it?

Rosa:
That’s fantastic! What about school holidays? Are they as long as in our country?

Marta:
No, unfortunately… They’re not as long… But don’t worry, I’ll come back soon to visit you!

Rosa:
I hope so! I need to go now but I’ll phone you again soon.

Marta:
Bye, Rosa. Thanks for phoning me!

Lesson 5: Future plans

Activity 7

Karina is interested in joining this International Travel and Tourism course. She is being interviewed by a college lecturer. 

Listen carefully to the interview. 

There are 15 differences in the spoken text and the text which appears below. Underline or circle below when you hear a difference and then give the correct information on the line below.

Lecturer:
Hello, welcome to our college! Please sit down. What’s your name?

Karina:
Hello, I’m Karina Henrik.

Lecturer: 
So, tell me a little bit about yourself, Karina…

Karina:
Well, I’m 18 years old and I’m originally from Hungary. I’ve been in Scotland for nearly three years now.

Lecturer:
Why are you interested in our International Travel and Tourism course?

Karina:
I love travelling and this course will help me find a job where I can do that. I think I will be able to learn a lot about tourism in general and the work experience will be interesting. Of course, I’m also really looking forward to the Study Visit abroad!

Lecturer:
Good! Tell me now, what do you think makes you the perfect student for this course?

Karina: 
Well, I’m a very motivated person and I always work very hard. I have travelled a bit in Europe as well so my European geography is good and I know about different cultures. I can also speak three languages: Hungarian, French and English, which I think is a very useful thing in the tourism industry.

Lecturer:
Well, that was very interesting! Thanks for coming. We will let you know next week. Bye, Karina.

Karina:
Thank you very much. Bye.
Activity assessment

Lesson 1: Starting in a new school

Activity 3
	Adverbs of manner
	Adverbs of frequency

	slowly
	rarely

	gently
	sometimes

	happily
	always

	seriously
	often

	precisely
	never

	badly
	weekly


Activity 4

1. Clarisse and Sophie always arrive late at school.

2. My brother is really annoying: he never wants to help me.

3. He was badly pushed in the stairs and his artwork was damaged / He was pushed in the stairs and his artwork was badly damaged.

4. He loves sport and regularly goes to the swimming pool.

5. I don’t like him. He behaves selfishly with most people.

6. Two people were seriously injured in the accident.

7. It’s difficult to hear him because he speaks quietly in front of people. 

8. He should make more efforts, he rarely buys her flowers.

Activity 5

Starting in a new school is often a very stressful experience for anyone, especially if this is happening in a new country. Pupils have to get used to a different school and try to make new friends. On top of these usual difficulties, they need to learn a new language and try to get used to a different culture.

This is a challenging experience but hopefully these pupils will in time be able to overcome all these difficulties and make a success of their new life.

Activity 7
Construction site around the school

If any object falls beyond the fence surrounding the construction site, no pupil or teacher should try to get it back by climbing the fence or putting their hands through the fence. They should get help from someone on site.

With the construction of our new school making good progress, there will be more traffic in and out of site. Staff and pupils should be very careful around the entrance and exit of the school especially when they cross the main road.

Activity 8

First message

Wednesday 4 February

Mrs Ali / Zara Ali’s mum 

S3 

cold 

tomorrow. 

Second message

12.30pm.

son’s Guidance teacher

meeting

week

Third message

Lisa Taylor’s mum

1B 

accident

leg 

tomorrow 

lift
Lesson 2: School subjects

Activity 1

	School
	College

	French
	Massage

	Maths
	Photography

	Chemistry
	Maths

	History
	Chemistry

	Computing
	Jewellery

	
	French

	
	Architecture

	
	Hairdressing

	
	Computing


Activity 3

Physics
The study of light, sound, heat and electricity.

Maths
The study of numbers and calculations.

Geography
The study of Planet Earth.

Computing
The study of using computers and storing Information.

Home Economics
The study of food groups and of how to cook.

Art
The study of painting, drawing, sculpture.

Activity 4

1. This man is very fit. He has been training at the gym for a year.

2. Munir has been studying at this college since September.

3. Piotr has done nothing since he got up.

4. They have been married for three years.

5. Amina has been back from her holidays for a long time.

6. I haven’t had anything to eat for ages.

7. I think he has changed a lot since he started school in this country.

8. They haven’t spoken to each other since that big argument.

Activity 5

1. This is a big celebration for them. They’ve been married for 25 years.
2. She’s not in school. I haven’t seen her since Friday.

3. You’ve just missed her. She was here 5 minutes ago.
4. 4- I have been looking for a job since I left school.
5. I’m tired of waiting. We’ve been sitting here for an hour.
6. Lilia hasn’t been the same since her parents got divorced.
7. It started raining an hour ago.
8. They first met a long time ago.
9. I really miss them. I haven’t seen them for a long time.

Activity 6
1. False

2. False

3. False

4. True

5. True

6. False

Lesson 3: In the classroom

Activity 1
(a) stapler

(b) ring binder

(c) jotter/notebook

(d) hole punch

(e) highlighter (pen)

(f) ruler

(g) rubber

(h) pencil case

(i) calculator

Activity 2

1.
History

2.
Jamaica

3.
The Tobacco Lords

4.
almost

returning

mansions

abolished

banned

Activity 3

1. Compare (two subjects)

2. Evaluate (a subject)

3. Define

4. Rank

5. Suggest

6. Look up

Activity 4

1.
S1-S3

The library will be closed at lunchtimes for the duration of the exams.

2.
S3 Football Meeting
Could all boys involved in S3 Football please meet in room G1 at interval this Tuesday for a meeting regarding the match against St Mary’s Academy.

3.
S6 Prom Night
This is the last reminder for the S6 Prom Night! The event will take place on 6 June. The forms for the choice of a meat or vegetarian main course are still available in front of the Guidance base. Bring this form filled in along with a cheque for £30 by the end of next week. 

Activity 5

1. Would you mind giving me the book?

2. Could you give me the book?

3. Can you give me the book?

4. Give me the book!

5. Give me the book right now!

Activity 6
1. b

2. a

3. a

4. b

5. a
Lesson 4: Comparing school systems

Activity 2
	Statement
	T
	F
	Corrections

	Maya’s day was shorter than in a Scottish school.
	T
	
	

	She studied the same subjects as Scottish primary school pupils.
	
	F
	No Modern Languages, no modern studies, etc.

	Her teachers were friendly.
	
	F
	Too strict

	The punishments were fair.
	
	F
	Teachers could use a stick to discipline pupils (even for dirty fingernails).

	She had a lot of homework in the afternoon.
	
	F
	She went home and helped her parents.


Activity 4
1. younger than

2. the biggest

3. more difficult than

4. the best

5. more interesting

6. cleverest

Activity 5
2.
as good as my previous one

3.
as cold as yesterday 

4.
as tall as her mother

5.
as difficult as Chinese

Activity 6

1.
you are getting on

2.
the biggest difference

3.
we can ask more questions

4.
Is it as long as here?

5.
the days are shorter

6.
as long as in our country

Lesson 5: Future plans
Activity 1 
1.
(c)
be able to work in tourism and travel

2.
(a)
Computing

3.
(b)
Airline companies and travel agents

4.
(b)
in Europe only

Activity 8

1.
You took this book without asking me. Give it back!

2.
This shirt has two big holes at the back. You should throw it away.

3.
If you don’t understand what it means, look it up in your dictionary.

4.
He’s very interested in planes, he likes to watch them take off.

5.
You’re right next to the television, can you please turn it on for me please?

Activity 9

1.
Your shoes are dirty. Please take them off.

2.
Thanks for your book. I’ll give it back to you next week.

3.
She’s put her hand through the railings and now she can’t get it out.

4.
It was raining so she offered to drop me off.

5.
If he’s rude, she will tell him off.

6.
Yesterday I was stuck on the last clue to the crossword. It took me hours to find it out.

7.
I hadn’t seen him for weeks but I ran into him this morning;

8.
They gave me an application form for the job and it took me all morning to fill it in.
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