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Introduction

These resources have been created to support students and teachers in the Directed Writing element of the Higher Italian exam. However, they can be used as revision and preparation for all sections of the course, and are particularly useful for the practice of Personal Response writing.

PowerPoint presentations and Word handouts have been designed to be used both in class and by students as revision materials.
Teacher’s guides

Errori comuni

These resources go over some of the most common errors made by students in the Directed Writing element of the external exam.

	Section
	Aims

	viaggiare

slide 3

handout section A
	Correct the sentences – encourages students to study the spelling of the words.

Complete the sentences – students have to conjugate viaggiare, then see how many times viaggiare can be replaced with andare.

	alloggiare

slide 4

handout section B
	Translate the sentences – students explore the different meanings of stay in both languages to make more accurate translations of set phrases.

	fare amicizia con

slide 5

handout section C
	Reorder the sentences and translate – allows students to practise word order and further consolidate the difference between use of amico and amicizia.

	verbi difficili

slide 6

handout section D
	Verb table – to focus students on those conjugations which will be most appropriate for Directed Writing.

Complete the sentences – allowing students to put revision into practice.

	più / molto

slide 7

handout section E
	Translation of sentences into Italian reinforces difference in meanings and provides further learned material for the Directed Writing exam.

	è / c’è

slide 8

handout section F
	Choose the correct version – students need to think about and understand the difference in meaning to complete this exercise.

	plurali

slide 9

handout section G
	Some simple sentences to put into the plural – revising plural endings, verb conjugation and adjectival agreements.


	qualche

slide 10

handout section H
	Open-ended sentences for students to complete with an appropriate noun.

	gente

slide 11

handout section I
	Further practice of agreement and revision of gente.


Il passato prossimo contro l’imperfetto

	Section
	Aims

	Introduction

slides 2–3
	To remind students of principal uses of both tenses.

	Warm-up activity

slides 4–5

handout section A
	To encourage students to think about and understand when each tense is appropriate.

To encourage thinking skills and self-assessment.

	Present to past

slides 6–7
	To help students to see the links between the tenses and further their understanding of how the perfect and imperfect tenses change meaning.

	Conjugation practice

slides 8–9

handout section B
	To remind students of forms of both tenses and how to conjugate.

To practise language areas which may be useful and relevant to the Directed Writing part of exam.

	Which is best?

slide 10

handout section C
	To allow students to make informed decisions on use of tenses.

To remind students of clues they can use to help make that decision, eg opinion? time phrase?

	Response to scenarios

slides 11–13

handout section D
	To put revision of the two tenses into practice using scenarios from past Directed Writing papers.


Preposizioni

	Section
	Aims

	
	Reminder of key prepositions and how they combine with definite articles.

	Revision of articles

slides 2–7

handout section A
	To go over prepositions a, di, in, su and da.

To show how the meaning of these prepositions vary in English.

	+ definite articles

slide 8

handout section B
	To go over how to combine these prepositions with definite articles.

	Practice

slide 9

handout section B
	Students must give the correct form of the preposition + article.

	
	Revision of verbs which require a / di when followed by an infinitive.

	Introduction

slide 10

handout section C
	To remind pupils of some key verbs which take a preposition when followed by an infinitive. These verbs are particularly useful for practising Directed Writing.

	Speed work

slide 11

handout section C
	Students revise verbs on handout for one minute. Then cover sheet to do speed work on board. This can be done around the class or on individual whiteboards, depending on dynamics of class. This could be repeated a second time with pupils having to give a sentence using the verb + preposition.

	Practice

slides 12–13
	Complete the sentences – students should be reminded to make sure their chosen ending works with the tense used. (It may be beneficial to give a Directed Writing scenario as a context for this exercise.)

	handout section C
	Students choose the correct preposition for each sentence. Ensure that they cover the table to make this a learning activity.

	handout section D
	Revision. Students translate sentences into English to consolidate all areas covered and provide further Directed Writing practice.


Espressioni di tempo

	Section
	Aims

	Revision of time phrases

slides 2–4

handout section A
	Students are given the handout which shows Italian time phrases. They have to find the Italian for each English phrase or word that comes up on the PowerPoint. 

An extra element can be added to this exercise if students each have a small whiteboard to write the Italian answer on to – this will test spelling and punctuation as well as vocabulary recall.

This can be returned to without the helpsheet as a more challenging revision of time phrases.

	Fill in the gaps

handout section B
	A simple gap-fill exercise for students to choose the best word/phrase to go in each gap. There are several options for each.

	Revision

handout section C
	Students cut out words on final sheet of handout. They then work in groups/pairs to come up with a Directed Writing sentence for each word or phrase that they pick. This can be done as general revision or as a race against the clock/other groups in the class. Sentences should be written down to compare at the end of the activity. Teachers may want to give bonus points for particularly good sentences.

(More support/structure can be given for this exercise by giving a specific Directed Writing scenario to students before they start.)

	Vocabulary recall

slide 5
	The grid can be used for a number of games:

noughts and crosses

three in a row (teams get as many rows of three as possible to beat the competition)

race around the class (every time someone makes a mistake, the race has to restart)

	Speed work

slide 6
	An extension of section C from handout – can be done as a written or spoken activity.

	Scenarios

handout section D
	Students write example sentences for Directed Writing scenarios.
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