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Kantian ethics and real-life morality – worksheet

Read through the following scenarios. 

What do you think Kant would think about these scenarios? Do you agree with Kant?

Give at least two reasons for your answer.

	Moral scenarios
	Would Kant think this was morally acceptable?
	Do you agree with Kant?

Give two reasons for your answer

	
	YES
	NO
	

	Tom gives 10% of his earnings each year to charity because his religion says he should. 
	
	
	

	Gail was out shopping one day and noticed a person stuffing a bottle of perfume into her bag. She tells the security guard.
	
	
	

	Gareth’s granny is very old and frail. He believes it is his duty to care for her but his wife says she will leave him if his granny comes to live with them. He invites his granny to stay anyway.
	
	
	

	Susan wants to be a teacher but she lacks experience working with children so she decides to volunteer for Childline.
	
	
	


Lesson 5: Utilitarian ethics – worksheet
Discuss

Imagine the following scenario. A prominent and much-loved leader has been rushed to the hospital, grievously wounded by an assassin’s bullet.
He needs a heart and lung transplant immediately to survive. No suitable donors are available, but there is a homeless person in the emergency room who is being kept alive on a respirator and probably has only a few days to live. He is a perfect donor.  
Without the transplant, the leader will die; the homeless person will die in a few days anyway. Security at the hospital is very well controlled. The transplant team could hasten the death of the homeless person and carry out the transplant without the public ever knowing that they killed the homeless person for his organs. 

	Rule utilitarian
	
	Act utilitarian

	
	
	


Kantian and utilitarian ethics and moral issues

Read through the statements on the left, which will help remind you of the key points from both Kantian and utilitarian ethics. Using the statements on the left explain in your own words on the right how a Kantian and a utilitarian might make moral decisions in relation to the moral issue you have been studying. 

	Utilitarian reminders
	Think about how the information on the left applies in one of the following moral situations: crime and punishment, gender, international issues, medical ethics, war and peace

	Consequentialism – moral judgements are based on outcome
	For example: The punishment of a wrong doing will depend on the consequences causes by the immoral act

	Consequentialism – moral judgements are based on outcome
	

	Humans should seek happiness and avoid suffering
	

	Principle of utility – greatest good for the greatest number
	

	Act utilitarian – each situation should be assessed separately
	

	Rule utilitarian – follow rules that are made to ensure the greatest good for the greatest number of people
	


	Kantian reminders
	Think about how the information on the left applies in one of the following moral situations: crime and punishment, gender, international issues, medical ethics, war and peace

	We have a duty to follow the objective moral law
	For example: Punishment is necessary to ensure order in society and demonstrate dignity for victims

	We have a duty to follow the objective moral law
	

	The only truly good characteristic is goodwill; motive is very important in Kantian ethics
	

	Rational duty must be the basis of all moral decisions
	

	Categorical imperatives are rules that would be followed by everyone
	

	Do not use yourself or another means purely as a means to an end
	


Learning check

Crime and punishment
1. Explain the main features of utilitarian ethics.
3KU
2. How might utilitarian's respond to the issues relating to the 
punishment of criminals?
8AE
3.
Explain the main features of Kantian ethics.
3KU
4. How might Kantians respond to issues relating to the 


punishment of criminals?
8AE

Learning check

Gender

1. Explain the main features of utilitarian ethics.
3KU
2. How might utilitarians respond to issues arising from gender 


roles world wide?
8AE
3.
Explain the main features of Kantian ethics.
3KU
4. How might Kantians respond to issues arising from gender 


roles world wide?
8AE

Learning check

International issues
1. Explain the main features of utilitarian ethics.
3KU
2. How might utilitarians respond to issues arising from 


globalisation?
8AE
3.
Explain the main features of Kantian ethics.
3KU
4. How might Kantians respond to issues arising from 


globalisation?
8AE

Learning check

Medical ethics
1. Explain the main features of utilitarian ethics.
3KU
2. How might utilitarians respond to the moral implications of


euthanasia?
 8AE
3.
Explain the main features of Kantian ethics.
3KU
4. How might Kantians respond to the moral implications of 

euthanasia?
8AE

Learning check

War and peace
1. Explain the main features of utilitarian ethics.
3KU
2. How might utilitarians respond to the issues arising from 


fighting wars?
8AE
3.
Explain the main features of Kantian ethics.
3KU
4. How might Kantians respond to the issues arising from 


fighting wars?
8AE

Outline two guiding principles for making moral decisions





How do you think people know the difference between right and wrong?





What is the divine command theory?








What do you know about morality so far?





Three things I now know: 
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