BACKGROUND NOTES for Attendance & Absence data

The definitions for attendance and absence used by the Scottish Government are as follows

Attendance

Participation in the programme of educational activities arranged by the school.

In addition to actual attendance within the school premises, it covered:

work experience

educational visits

day and residential visits to outdoor centres
college/consortium school study

interviews and visits relating to further and/or higher education
debates, sports, musical or theatrical productions etc. arranged by, or in conjunction with,
the school

activities in connection with psychological services

school medical examinations off-site hospital tuition

Study leave

Receiving tuition via hospital or outreach teaching services.
Medical and dental appointments

Sickness with appropriate educational provision

Authorised absence

sickness without education provision

bereavement

short-term exceptional domestic circumstances

lack of transport - including due to bad weather

religious observance

family holidays in exceptional circumstances only

meetings prior to and in court

attendance at or in connection with a Children’s Hearing or Care Review
weddings of immediate family

agreed debates, sports, musical or theatrical productions not arranged by or in conjunction
with the school

sanctioned extended absence in relation to children of travelling families.

Unauthorised absence

truancy (unauthorised absence from school for any period as a result of premeditated or
spontaneous action on the part of pupil, parent or both)

family holidays during term time, other than in exceptional circumstances.

unexplained absence

long-term exceptional domestic circumstances

Attendance and absence information is provided to the Scottish Government by the local
authorities, and managers of grant-aided schools.

Percentages for authorised and unauthorised absence relate to the total number of possible
attendances. For many schools this is 380 half-day sessions during the school year, apart
form Strathconon, Cannich Bridge and Marrybank primaries in Highland. However, almost
all schools in the Lothian’s operate 342 half-day sessions in the school year, apart form
Lasswade High and Beeslack Community schools in Midlothian .

The education authority average is the average number of half-days authorised or
unauthorised absence for all pupils in education authority schools only. The national



average is the average number of half-days authorised or unauthorised absence for
education authority and grant-aided schools in Scotland.

The information shown for attendance and absence is for the academic year. Schools
which closed during the session, and for which data was available, were included in the
education authority figures. The attendance and absence of S9 pupils and of adults
attending day-school classes have been excluded from the figures as they are beyond the
age of compulsory schooling.

It appears that not all local authorities have followed the guidance relating to the recording
of reasons for absence (in particular Argyle & Bute, Glasgow City, Renfrewshire and West
Dunbartonshire) affecting the figures reported for schools in these education authorities as
well as the national figures. As guidance has been implemented progressively year on year,
comparison in other education authorities between years may not necessarily be valid.



