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Context: Electricity Topic: Static Electricity
Name: Date:

You are going to test different fabrics to see which will produce
(= make) static electricity after rubbing a piece of plastic.

What you need:
O&

o OQQ
B o

small pieces tissue paper

a perspex rod

OR

a polythene rod

Discuss with you teacher which of the above fabrics are natural and which are
man-made ( made from other fabrics).

You may need to use different fabrics from the ones shown in the pictures..

What to do:

Choose one of the fabrics from the list

Write its name in the table on the next page
Decide if it is natural or man-made.

Rub the fabric 10 times with the polythene rod.

Hold the fabric just above the pieces of tissue paper m 2

Count how many pieces of paper stick to the fabric @@d@g%&

V=l 0

Write this number next to the name of the fabric in the table on the
next page.

Do the same experiment for all the fabrics on the list.
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. Number of pieces of
Name of fabric Circle the correct one paper pickez up

Man-made /
Natural

Man-made /
Natural

Man-made /
Natural

Man-made /
Natural

Man-made /
Natural

Man-made /
Natural

Now answer these questions.

Which fabric picked up most pieces of paper?

How many pieces did it pick up?

Did any fabric not pick up any pieces of paper?

Which type of fabric was better at producing static? Man-made / Natural ?

Is it better to wear man-made (man-made) clothes or ones made with natural
fibres if you don't want to get a static shock?

Did you work safely? YESD NO D Teacher’s Initials D
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Use the information from your table to make a bar chart.

You can then see easily which fabrics were best at producing static.

Use the information in the box to write a title for your graph and label it.

Making static with fabrics Type of material
Number of bits of tissue

O N wh OO0 N VO

linen  cotton nylon acrylic wool polyester

Teacher's Initials D
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